M a j . G en . J o s ep h W h e e l e r C a m p # 8 6 3 , Co n y e r s , G a .

Gen. Joe’s Dispatch
Volume 13, Issue 11

March 2018

Open Letter to Virginia Governor
Terry McAuliffe

Camp Officers:
Camp Cmdr: John Mark Camp

Letter shared by Richard Straut, Camp 1432

Commander@campjoewheeler.org

1st Lt. Cmdr: James C. Chappell

er kept Lee’s portrait in his executive office, while president.
Churchill extolled him as the
greatest American. Ulysses S.
Grant threatened to resign from
the U.S. Army, if Lee were tried
for treason.

1st._Lt.Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org

2nd. Lt. Cmdr: Roy Thomas Cook
2nd_Lt. Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org

Camp Adjutant: Steve Camp
Adjutant@campjoewheeler.org

Editor: J. H. Underwood
joe@jonesmetalmolding.com

Coming Events
April 10, 2018 - Open House
Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
April 28, 2018 - Confederate
Memorial Day Observancce
- Middlebrooks Cemetery
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When a Lexington local assailed Jackson for breaking the
law to “teach those people”,
Jackson uncharacteristically lost
his temper and shouted, “If you
were a Christian you would not
say so!”

For the past seven years I have
made Rockbridge County, Virginia, my home.

May 8, 2018 - Regular Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia

“Our Commanders Comments”

The statue that marks the grave
of “Stonewall” Jackson was
paid for not only by the veterans, who served under him, but
by financial contributions from
former slaves, whom he had
taught to read in violation of
Virginia law.

I was born in Los Angeles,
California and raised in Ohio. I
have taught Political Science at
the collegiate level in Cincinnati, been published in The
Wall Street Journal and am in
my 12th year of research for a
forthcoming book on Columbine.
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The one and only reason I live
in Lexington, Virginia is, because it is the final resting
place of Robert E. Lee and
Thomas J. Jackson. Their lives,
character, faith, integrity, honor and testimony shone so
brightly a century and a half
after their decease, that there is
no other place on the Earth I
want to be, but where they
lived and served.

After the war, it was Lee who
broke social convention at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, by
kneeling beside a former slave,
who had mortified the White
congregation by kneeling at the
altar.
Asked afterward by a bigot why
a man like himself would kneel
beside a former slave, Lee
simply chastised him, “The
ground is always level at the
foot of the cross.”

There is something deeply and
morally wrong with anyone,
who objects to these two great
Virginians---great Americans
being honored by the native
State, for which they gave their
lives, limbs and blood in selfless patriotic service.

The anniversary of the deaths of
Lee and of Jackson were long
commemorated in this Commonwealth by veterans of the
North, who were often the honored keynote speakers invited to

President Dwight D Eisenhow-

praise the virtues of their oncefoes
Every monument to a Confederate Virginian is a war memorial to an American veteran.
It has been the mark of manhood and civility and
longstanding American tradition to leave politics out of the
way we honor our veterans.
They fought the battles; we did
not. They shed the blood; we
did not. They reconciled with
their enemies; we did not.
End of subject. It is not for
children born a hundred and
fifty years later to re-adjudicate
the past and expose to double
jeopardy men their own contemporaries exonerated.
It is the height of arrogance to
suppose that you know more
about these men and their
times than their even contemporaries. The command of God
remains, “Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.”
It is to God you will assuredly
answer for its violation.
If you find it impossible to
respect your elders, attempt at
least to revere your betters.
The destruction of Virginia’s
monuments to her war dead is
sacrilege and those, who urge
and execute it, are nothing
more than cemetery vandals.
There is no honor in this
Continued on page 3.
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Southern Ladies, and
Fellow Compatriots,
Spring has arrived
(finally), April 1st is
Easter Sunday. Let us all
rejoice in the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
April is also Confederate History and
Heritage month, so let us ALL do
something to remember and Honor our
Ancestors this month.
At our last meeting, Past Commander
Joe Underwood presented the Lt. William Swann diary, ( given to the camp
by Mrs. Marion Thompson) that he has
completely transcribed, and had it now
sealed in a “safe” frame along with a
picture of Lt. Swann. P/C Underwood
then presented the diary to Ms. Judy
Bond, President of the Rockdale Historical Society, so that it could be
placed in the Museum.
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By: Commander Mark Camp

Commander Tony Pilgrim, of camp
#108, visited with us and has invited us
all to their Confederate Memorial Day
service (on the square in
Mcdonough),@2:00pm, on the 21st .
Cmdr. Pilgrim and the camp always put
on a great program, and I look forward
to it every year.
Speaking of Memorial Day services,
REMEMBER!! Our Confederate Memorial Day service will be on the 28th ,
(at 11:00 am) at the Middlebrooks
Cemetery. We will be placing a sign
stating that we maintain the cemetery,
so let’s ALL plan to attend. (A work
day is planned for Saturday April 14th
to set the post for the sign and cut and
clean the cemetery before our Confederate Memorial Day Service)
Speaking of the sign, I want to Thank
our camp Adjutant Steve Camp, for
being instrumental in getting the sign
completed in time for installing before
our service.

2017 Open House

Lastly, I want to remind everyone that our
April meeting is our Open House meeting,
bring your WBTS relics and memorabilia
and let’s make it a great open house.
Until then,
For the Southern Cause,
Mark Camp, Commander

17th National Confederate Memorial
Day Service.

Announcement form the Georgia Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans

Georgia.

Saturday, April 7, 2018 The National Confederate Memorial Day
Service at Stone Mountain Park

The 17th National Confederate Memorial Services will be held Saturday April 7, 2018 on the lawn in
front of the World's largest Confederate Memorial at Stone Mountain
Memorial Park Stone Mountain,

The services will start at 1:00 pm,
rain or shine. There will be a keynote speaker, presentation by the
Children of the Confederacy, United
Daughters of the Confederacy, Georgia Division - Sons of Confederate
Veterans, Sons of Confederate Veterans National Mechanized Calvary, Old Guard of the Gate City
Guard and the Georgia Society Order of Confederate Rose.

This is a national event and members of the above societies from all
over the nation will attend.
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We ask and encourage all members
of the Georgia Division of the SCV
to attend this service and show the
public their support for this memorial to our Southern heroes! That
this service is to honor the Confederate Soldiers who served their
country during the War Between
the States. Re-enactors will fire rifle
and cannon salute in their honor.

The public is invited. For additional
information please contact David
Denard at 404/372-3420 or David
Floyd at 770/979-2637
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Transcribing the war journal of
William Wilson Swann

By: J. H. Underwood

place of Confederate soldiers Oliver
Cox Thompson, Company F, 10th Georgia Cavalry, James E. Thompson, Company G, 19th Georgia Infantry and Robert Alexander Thompson, Company B,
of the 18th Georgia Infantry. On behalf
of Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler Camp
863, Sons of Confederate Veterans, I
agreed to help and the work was completed in April of 2017.

Lt. William Wilson Swann

Company B, 18th Georgia Regiment
b: March 5, 1835 - d: August 31, 1906

In February of 2017 I was contacted
by Mrs. Marian Thompson, wife of the
late Hugh G. (Hootie) Thompson of
Kellytown, requesting help with cleaning the grave stones in the Thompson
Family Cemetery. This old cemetery,
located on Kelleytown Road in Henry
County, Georgia, is the final resting

In gratitude for our help Mrs. Thompson
passed on to our Camp a small pocket
journal for us to preserve, honor and
protect. This was the pocket journal of
Lt. William Wilson Swann of Company
B, 18th Georgia Infantry Regiment, a
small 3-3/4” tall by 2-1/2” high (5 inches open) pocket journal that William
Wilson Swann took into battle with him
to record his day to day activities from
June through December of 1862.
I have published my transcription of
what Lt. Swann recorded from June
26th, until his return home to Conyers
for Christmas in 1862 and entries recorded by L. G. Harper through July 10,

1868 and beyond. (date’s not recorded).
My transcription is as close as possible
to the way entries were made including
punctuation’s used and misspelled
words. I have included, in parentheses,
my interpretations of what I think was
meant where entries were misspelled.
Also included in this publication, after
the journal transcription, is research done
by our SCV Camp’s Genealogist Mr.
Gene Wade that includes short biographies of William Wilson Swann and
his son Ras Augustus Swann. Thank
you Gene for your help identifying the
author of the journal.
The Journal has been preserved in a
shadowbox frame opened to page 20 &
21 where Lt. Swann made entries for
September 15, 16, 17 and 18, 1862,
through the battle of Antietam, near
Sharpsburg, Virginia. On March 13,
2018, Mrs. Thompson and I presented
the framed journal to Mrs. Judy Bond,
President of the Rockdale County Historical Society. It is now proudly on
display by the Rockdale County Historical Society in the
Continued on page 4.

Open Letter to Virginia Governor Terry
McAuliffe

Letter shared by Richard Straut, Camp 1432 (Continued from page 1)

course of wanton destruction and, morally, you equate yourself with ISIS, which
shares your contempt for actual culture,
something you both so manifestly lack. It
is more than history, more than art.
No matter. No one will remember you in
any 150 years. Nothing you do can make
anything like the mark these great Virginians made on history’s ledger. Just being
you another day is your own punishment
and yet you still face God for what you
propose to do as well. Something is deeply, horribly wrong with your soul, Sir.
And you know it. So does all Virginia.
I have strived to be civil, but you do not

make it easy. Smearing reputations,
slandering saints and tearing down what
better men raised has zero to do with
love, unity, tolerance, acceptance, diversity and coexistence. It’s just the usual
political spoils game, playing one
race/class/group against another to score
a win at any cost. The mean, petty loathing of Virginia’s first string heroes outs
you as a raging hypocrite just as you
were trying to pass for intelligent. What
a piece of work.
Just leave the statues, graves, monuments and memorials right where the
grown-ups put them, Terry. Just fool
around doing nothing, you know, like
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back at Georgetown. Easy.
That’s all I ask. And about the most anybody expects of you. Aren’t you tired yet of
just being the same old failure and lurching
from bungled debacle to bungled debacle?
Why not shock the world: open a book,
educate yourself and do something less
horrible than usual. Resign, even, and leave
Virginians to govern Virginia. What a concept.
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Transcribing the war journal of
William Wilson Swann

by David Markiewicz / The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

By: J. H. Underwood

tion are available through the Rockdale
County Historical Society at the Museum or through Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp 863, Sons of Confederate Veterans at
www.campjoewheeler.org.
Most of all I want to thank Mrs. Marion
Thompson, for trusting me and allowing
me to be a part of preserving this small,
but treasured, piece of history.

Front of Journal Display

J. H. Underwood, Past Commander
Major General Joseph Wheeler Camp
863,
Sons of Confederate Veterans.
Old Town Conyers Jail Museum.
Thank you, Mrs. Judy Bond and the
Rockdale County Historical Society
for allowing us the space.
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