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When Gordon enlisted in the
Confederate Army in 1861 he had
no military training. Nevertheless
he was voted captain of the company he financed, a band light
infantry raised from the Appalachian ranges and piedmont. Nicknamed “The Raccoon Roughs,”
the unit enjoyed so much success
early in the war that Gordon,
thanks to his willingness to seize
the initiative even at great personal risk, had been promoted to the
rank of brigadier general in the
Army of Northern Virginia by the
fall of 1862. In a private letter
General Robert E. Lee commended Gordon’s “splendid audacity”
to President Jefferson Davis.

“General Lee, this is no place for
you. These men behind you are
Georgians and Virginians. They
have never failed you and will
not fail you here. Will you,
boys?"

Adjutant@campjoewheeler.org

On this day (February 6) in 1832
John Brown Gordon was born on
his family’s farm in Upson
County, Georgia.

Editor: J. H. Underwood
joe@jonesmetalmolding.com

Coming Events
February 13, 2018 - Regular
Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
March 13, 2018 - Regular
Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
April 10, 2018 - Open House
Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
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The fourth of twelve siblings,
Gordon’s quick wit and audacity
was noted from a young age. He
earned a scholarship to the University of Georgia but dropped
out because he found the lessons
boring. Nevertheless, he managed to pass the bar and before
the War Between the States divided his time between practicing law and helping his father
operate a series of coal mines in
Georgia and Tennessee. Gordon
gained important survival and
mountaineering skills while gallivanting around Appalachia
managing these mines. Back in
town, he was known as a charmer and in 1854 he married Rebec-

By: Commander Mark Camp
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Market Hall, Charlestown
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From; Camp 108 Facebook page
John B. and Fanny H. Gordon

Market Hall, Charlestown
Home of "The Confederate
Museum" (Continued from page 3)
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ca "Fanny" Haralson, who would
be his lifelong companion and
friend, and who would literally
save his life during the War.

At Sharpsburg, Gordon was
tasked with holding the Bloody
Lane. To keep his men steady,
Gordon stood on the front lines,
raising aloft his hat on the point
of his saber. Gordon was struck
twice in his left leg, and then on
his left arm. When a bullet entered his right shoulder, he was
obliged to ask his aid to hold his
sword high for him so that the
men would not lose heart. Finally,
Gordon was shot full in
the face, and he was
taken back to the medical
tent behind the lines. The
doctors refused to treat
him, believing that he
was already too far gone,
but lucky for Gordon his
wife Fanny, who was
traveling with him, was
there to take charge and
help nurse him back to
health. He was sent to
Virginia to recuperate but returned to action in the summer of
1863.

During the invasion of Pennsylvania, Federal forces lit the Columbia Bridge on fire to prevent
Gordon and his men from penetrating further into the state in
the weeks leading up to the Battle of Gettysburg. The fire spread
to the nearby town of
Wrightsville, and Gordon and his
men joined the bucket brigade to
save the town.
On the first day of Gettysburg,
Gordon led a charge against the
division of Major General Francis Barlow. Gordon attempted to
seize the Federal colors and in
doing so was obliged to shoot
General Barlow pointblank, as
he had rushed forward to defend
the flag. Barlow crumpled on top
of the flag and Gordon left it
there, assuming that Barlow had
been fatally shot. Several years
later, the two met at a party and
Gordon was surprised to learn
that Barlow was alive. He supposedly remarked “Are you related to the Barlow that was
killed at Gettysburg?” to which
Barlow replied “Indeed I am; are
you related to the Gordon that
killed me?” The two became fast
friends and Barlow even gave
Gordon a scrap of the flag upon
which Barlow had fallen.
Gordon continued to serve with
the Army of Northern Virginia
and was wounded twice more,
each time relying on Fanny to
restore him to health. After the
Third Battle of Winchester, Fanny actually ran out into the
streets when she saw Confederate soldiers retreating and urged
them to rally and return to battle.
Continued on page 3.
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Southern Ladies, and
Fellow Compatriots,

Brrr, it’s still cold outside.
Oh well, Spring is not far
away.
It is the New Year and we have just
kicked things off
with our Annual
Lee-Jackson Dinner. This was our
30th Annual Dinner
in Honor of Robert
E. Lee and TJ
(Stonewall) Jackson. For me, it was
an honor to host
this event.
I would like to
Thank all of the
Guests who joined
us as well as the
members and their

By: Commander Mark Camp

wives. As many of you know,
this year we had the honor of
having as our Guest Speaker,
Ga. Div. Commander Scott
Gilbert.
The Commander’s program
was about the early life, early
military career, and death of
“Stonewall “ Jackson.
It was a very good, very informative program.
It was also quite the turnout
this year, as we had over 50
members and guests. I would
like to take this time to Thank each and
every one who came to this years event.

our February meeting.

Congratulations to Mr. Dwight Harley,
our Compatriot of the Year, and Commander Tony Pilgrim of camp #108 as
our Person of the Year. Both awards are
well deserved.

Until Then,

Speaking of Cmdr. Pilgrim, I have asked
him and he will be our Guest Speaker at

I do hope that ALL members can join us,
speaking with Adjutant Camp, we will have
LOTS to talk about.

For the Southern Cause,
Mark Camp, Commander

Camp 108 Commander Named our
Person of the Year
By; J. H. Underwood, editor

Mr. Tony Pilgrim,
Commander of Col.
Charles T. Zachry
Camp 108 in Henry
County was named our
Person of the Year for
2017 for his tireless
work to save the Nash
Farm Battlefield honoring our Confederate
hero’s who fought
their. He is pictured at
left being presented
with the award by
Commander Mark
Camp at our 30th LeeJackson Dinner on January 20, 2018.
Congratulations
Commander Pilgrim.
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Market Hall, Charlestown Home of
"The Confederate Museum"
fire in 1838. Market Hall was built in
1841. It is a copy of the Temple of the
Wingless Victory in Athens, Greece.
Money flowed freely in Charleston at
that time and materials for the new
building were brought by water from as
far away as New York, Connecticut and
Italy. Its original purpose was to be the
"head building" or front entrance to the
six blocks of roofed market space that
attached to Market Hall. This was a
farmer's market where fruits, meats,
vegetables, and fish were sold - no
slaves.
The site of this building was originally
occupied by the MASONIC Hall,
which was completely destroyed by

Upstairs where the museum is located
was the territory of the market commissioners. Two tiny rooms for transacting

the business of running the market and
one very large elaborate hall with three
gas chandeliers where they held meetings and elegant social functions. The
building to be used this way until 1861.
In the spring of 1861, thousands of
young men were pouring into Charleston
to become Confederate soldiers and defend the South. They were given supplies, weapons and their orders. It was
here in this building where many of
these young men had danced not long
before they became soldiers.
In 1894 the Charleston Chapter, Daughters of the Confederacy was founded.
They immediately began to collect relics
and the collection grew quickly. By
Continued on page 4.

Remembering Gen. John B. Gordon
From; Col. Charles T. Zachry Camp 108 facebook page. (continued from page 1.)

the “scallywags and carpetbaggers” whom Gordon claimed were spreading corruption throughout Georgia. Along with Joseph E. Brown and
Alfred H. Colquitt, Gordon soon became one of
the most powerful men in the Georgia of the
“New South.”

At the Battle of Spotsylvania Courthouse,
Gordon personally requested that Lee return
to the rear during fight at the Mule Shoe
salient, echoing the more famous scene
which took place during the Battle of the
Wilderness. Gordon was present for the surrender at Appomattox Courthouse and he
personally presented his saber to Major General Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, the
“Lion of Little Roundtop.”
After the War, Gordon returned to Georgia
where he was a vehement opponent of Reconstruction. When he failed to win his bid
for governor of Georgia in 1868 he blamed it
on Radical Republican intervention and corruption. Most modern historians believe that
Gordon served as the Imperial Dragon of the
Klu Klux Klan in Georgia, engaging in terrorist violence to subdue those elements,
namely Republican-voting blacks and the
Reconstruction establishment, which he
viewed as having prevented his election.
Gordon strenuously denied that he was ever a
member of the Ku Klux Klan, although he
did readily admit that "immediately" after the
War he had been a member of what he
termed a “peace police” force.

Gordon retired from public life in 1880 to work
for the Georgia Pacific Railway but in 1886 he
was called back to serve as Georgia’s governor.
He returned to the US Senate from 1891 to
1897, at which point he retired in order to work
on his memoirs, which he published in 1930 as
Reminiscences of the Civil War. He had also
been elected the first Commander-in-Chief of
the United Confederate Veterans, an office
which he held until his death in 1904.
IImage: Portrait of Gordon by Richard
R. Miller
n 1873 Gordon ran to represent Georgia in
the United States Senate and he won.
Thanks to political contacts established
through his friend Barlow, Gordon had
access to the ear of President Ulysses S.
Grant. Gordon convinced the president to
give him carte blanche to purge Georgia of

3

Gordon and his wife are buried together in Oakland Cemetery, just west of both the Lion of the
Confederacy and the Confederate Memorial
Obelisk.
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Market Hall, Charlestown Home of
"The Confederate Museum"

by David Markiewicz / The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Continued from page 3.

1898 this group of ladies became Charleston Chapter #4, United Daughters of the Confederacy. In
1899 the reunion of the United Confederate Veterans was to be held in Charleston. The men decided
to help these ladies form a permanent Confederate
Museum in Charleston. A call was sent out asking
former soldiers to bring their war-time possessions
to the reunion for donation to the new museum. The
enthusiastic response showed that a large building
would be needed to house the collection. Since the
Mayor and the city councilmen were all former
Confederate soldiers, it was only natural that they
selected Market Hall for this purpose. The same
building where they had gone to become young soldiers became the place they brought their relics to
be preserved for the future. The Confederate Museum opened here is 1899.

1899 reunion of the United Confederate Veterans

4

