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Inside this issue: 

My "Rewriting American His-
tory" column of a fortnight 
ago, about the dismantling of 
Confederate monuments, gen-
erated considerable mail. Some 
argued there should not be stat-
ues honoring traitors such as 
Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jack-
son and Jefferson Davis, who 
fought against the Union. Vic-
tors of wars get to write the 
history, and the history they 
write often does not reflect the 
facts. Let's look at some of the 
facts and ask: Did the South 
have a right to secede from the 
Union? If it did, we can't label 
Confederate generals as trai-

tors. 

Article 1 of the Treaty of Paris 
(1783), which ended the war 
between the Colonies and 
Great Britain, held "New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts 
Bay, Rhode Island and Provi-
dence Plantations, Connecticut, 
New York, New Jersey, Penn-

August 2017 

America's first secessionist 
movement started in New 
England after the Louisiana 
Purchase in 1803. Many were 
infuriated by what they saw as 
an unconstitutional act by 
President Thomas Jefferson. 
The movement was led by 
Timothy Pickering of Massa-
chusetts, George Washington's 
secretary of war and secretary 
of state. He later became a 
congressman and senator. 
"The principles of our Revolu-
tion point to the remedy — a 
separation," Pickering wrote 
to George Cabot in 1803, for 
"the people of the East cannot 
reconcile their habits, views, 
and interests with those of the 
South and West." His Senate 
colleague James Hillhouse of 
Connecticut agreed, saying, 
"The Eastern states must and 
will dissolve the union and 
form a separate government." 
This call for secession was 
shared by other prominent 
Americans, such as John 
Quincy Adams, Elbridge Ger-
ry, Fisher Ames, Josiah 
Quincy III and Joseph Story. 
The call failed to garner sup-
port at the 1814-15 Hartford 

Convention. 

The U.S. Constitution would 

have never been ratified 

— and a union never cre-

ated — if the people of 

those 13 "free sovereign 

and Independent States" 

Coming Events 

August 8, 2017 - Regular  

Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

August 26, 2017 - 30th Anni-

versary of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp 863 Cookout - 

Masonic Lodge, Conyers, Geor-

gia 

September 12, 2017 - Regular  

Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

Were Confederate Generals 

Traitors? 
sylvania, Delaware, Mary-
land, Virginia, North Caroli-
na, South Carolina and Geor-
gia, to be free sovereign and 
Independent States." Repre-
sentatives of these states came 
together in Philadelphia in 
1787 to write a constitution 

and form a union. 

During the ratification de-
bates, Virginia's delegates 
said, "The powers granted 
under the Constitution being 
derived from the people of the 
United States may be resumed 
by them whensoever the same 
shall be perverted to their 
injury or oppression." The 
ratification documents of New 
York and Rhode Island ex-

pressed similar sentiments. 

At the Constitutional Conven-
tion, a proposal was made to 
allow the federal government 
to suppress a seceding state. 
James Madison, the "Father of 
the Constitution," rejected it. 
The minutes from the debate 
paraphrased his opinion: "A 
union of the states containing 
such an ingredient (would) 
provide for its own destruc-
tion. The use of force against 
a state would look more like a 
declaration of war than an 
infliction of punishment and 
would probably be considered 
by the party attacked as a dis-
solution of all previous com-
pacts by which it might be 

bound." 

By Walter E. Williams 

Continued on page 3. 



2 

 

union held in Memphis, Tenn. 

Also discussed during the meeting was the 
upcoming meeting of the BOC in Covington on 
the 18th . I was unable to attend that meeting 
due to my work, so will  depend on those who 

could for any more information. 

It was also discussed during the meeting that 
our 30th Anniversary is upon us.  It was decid-
ed, by members present, that we will have a 
cookout at the Lodge on the 26th of August , 
(start cooking @ 11:00—eat @ 1:00 )  I do 
hope that ALL members (and their families) 

can attend.  

Until then,  

For the Southern Cause,  

Mark Camp  

Commander  

T. Zachary camp #108 has been forced to 

find other  locations to hold their meetings.  

Camp Adjutant and 13th Brigade Command-
er Steve Camp brought the “big “ check, for 
$3,000.00 (donation for the  SCV Museum 
@Elm Springs) that he was going to present 
to CIC Tom Strain during the National Re-

Southern Ladies,  and fel-

low Compatriots,  

It’s hotter than a ____ , 

well, you fill in the blank.  

Last month was a good 
meeting. We had as Guest  
Speaker Mr. Stephen Davis, 
and his talk was about Gen. 

Hood and his attempts to hold Atlanta. He 
also had copies of his latest book , on hand, 
“All the Fighting They Want “ the sequel to 
“A Long and Bloody Task”.   After his 
presentation we  took a short break so that 

Mr. Davis could sign copies of his book. 

During the business portion of the meeting, 
it was  discussed that everyone has pulled 
out of Nash Farm, i.e. Friends of Nash 

Farm and already the Col. Charles  

Our Commanders’ Comments 
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heavy. It does not appear that sol-
diers of the 37th Alabama were ever is-
sued decent weaponry but routinely used 
weapons captured from their enemy. The 
regiment was heavily engaged at Champi-
on Hill, Mississippi and most of the regi-
ment was surrendered at Vicksburg on 
July 4, 1863. The regiment entered parole 
camp at Demopolis, Alabama and was 
considered officially exchanged several 
months later. 
 

The 37th passed the winter in winter quar-
ters(1863-64) at Dalton, Georgia. The 
regiment experienced heavy fighting at 
Resaca (May 13-15, 1864), Kennesaw 
Mountain (June 27, 1864) and the battles 
around Atlanta. During the fall and winter 
of 1864 the decimated regiment was on 
garrison duty at Spanish Fort and then 
moved into North Carolina where the war 
ended. 
 

It was not determined just when James W. 
Shaver joined the 37th Alabama. If he had 
joined at the formation of the regiment, he 
would have been about 16 or 17 years old. 
Although young men of 

By: Commander Mark Camp 

Continued on page 3. 

Headstone at      
Covington shows: 
UNKNOWN 

 

Actually: 
JAMES W.    
SHAVER 

COMPANY G 

37th ALABAMA 
INFANTRY 

 

The military record for this soldier is 
quite sparse and consists only of three 
1864 clothing records. It was not deter-
mined when or where James W Shaver 
enlisted but the 37th Alabama was raised 
in the spring of 1862 when President 
Jefferson Davis put fort a requisition to 
the state of Alabama to recruit and train 
12,000 more troops. The 37th Alabama 
was a result of efforts to raise these 
troops. 
 

Company G consisted mostly of men 
from Chambers County, Alabama and 
was nicknamed “Wiche Jackson Blues” 
and formally joined the regiment at Au-

burn, Alabama probably about March 
1862. On May 1, 1862, the regiment, 
with their numbers thinned because of a 
measles epidemic , moved by train to 
Montgomery, Alabama and then by 
boat to Mobile and then to Corinth, 
Mississippi a few days later. The regi-
ment was officially mustered into Con-
federate service on May 13, 1862. The 
regiment moved to Columbus, Missis-
sippi and then to Tupelo where it joined 
General Little's Division. It is notewor-
thy that the regiment was issued old 
weapons including muskets designated 
as “for drill only”. 
 

The 37th Alabama suffered moderate 
loss in the Battle of Iuka, Mississippi in 
September 1862. The Regiment soon 
suffered heavy losses at Lookout 
Mountain and was instrumental in de-
laying Union forces long enough for 
Confederate redeployment to Mission-
ary Ridge. The 37th still had only old 
inferior weapons but even then inflicted 
severe casualties on union attackers 
although their own casualties were 

Unknown Soldiers of Covington          

and Oxford   14th Unknown Soldiers in a series by;            

Compatriot Gene Wade (Continued on page 3) 
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this age did serve in the Confederate 
Army, it is more likely that he joined 
when he became age 18 which would 
have been late 1863 and in time for the 
fighting at Lookout Mountain, Tennes-
see (Nov 1863) That our Private James 
Shaver is not on the list of those sol-
diers of the 37th Alabama captured at 
Vicksburg (July 1863) adds to the pre-
sumption that our Private Shaver joined 
the regiment in late 1863 or very early 
1864. In any event, Private Shaver cer-
tainly participated in the fighting after 
the Dalton, Georgia winter camp of 
1863-64. 
 

The Samuel Stout records for the Cov-
ington area hospitals show that “ Shav-
er, J, Private 37th Alabama, Company 
G” was admitted July 28, 1864, died on 
August 3, 1864 of Febris Typhoides 
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(any fever accompanied by slow pulse 
and not much temperature) and remarks 
on this record show “no effects”. It is 
believed Private James W. Shaver is 
buried as an “unknown” in the Confed-
erate section of the Covington, Georgia 
Hospital. 
 

Our subject James W. Shaver was born 
about 1846 to George W. Shaver (1811-

1889) and Mary Susan Still Shaver 
(1813-1870). James W. Shaver was one 
of six brothers and four sisters. The sis-
ters were Sarah Ann (1837-1864), Per-
meli ( 1839-1878), Elizabeth (1841-

1883) and Elmina ( 1847-1883). His 
brothers were William W. (1833-1863), 
John F. (1835-aft 1900), Wiley B (1843-

1916), George E (1849-1922) and Jo-
seph P. (1852-1932) 
 

Unknown Soldiers of Covington and        

Oxford   
14th Unknown Soldier in a series by;  Compatriot 

Gene Wade  (Continued from page 2.) 

did not believe that they had the 

right to secede. Even on the eve of 

the War of 1861, unionist politi-

cians saw secession as a right that 

states had. Rep. Jacob M. Kunkel 

of Maryland said, "Any attempt to 

preserve the union between the 

states of this Confederacy by force 

would be impractical and destruc-

tive of republican liberty." The 

Northern Democratic and Republi-

can parties favored allowing the 

South to secede in peace. 

Northern newspapers editorialized 

in favor of the South's right to se-

cede. New-York Tribune (Feb. 5, 

1860): "If tyranny and despotism 

justified the Revolution of 1776, 

then we do not see why it would 

not justify the secession of Five 

Millions of Southrons from the 

Federal Union in 1861." The De-

troit Free Press (Feb. 19, 1861): 

"An attempt to subjugate the se-

ceded States, even if successful, 

could produce nothing but evil — 

evil unmitigated in character and 

appalling in extent." The New-

York Times (March 21, 1861): 

"There is a growing sentiment 

throughout the North in favor of 

letting the Gulf States go." 

Confederate generals were 

fighting for independence from 

the Union just as George Wash-

ington and other generals fought 

for independence from Great Brit-

ain. Those who'd label Gen. Rob-

ert E. Lee as a traitor might also 

label George Washington as a 

traitor. I'm sure Great Britain's 

King George III would have 

agreed. 

Walter E. Williams is a professor of 

economics at George Mason Univer-

sity. To find out more about Walter 

E. Williams and read features by 

other Creators Syndicate writers 

and cartoonists, visit the Creators 

Syndicate webpage at 

www.creators.com. 

 

The four brothers old enough to have 
served all served in the 37th Alabama 
Infantry. William died at Vicksburg. 
John and Wiley were captured at Vicks-
burg and both survived the war and our 
subject James died at Oxford, Georgia. 
 

Researchers for this line of the Shaver 
family seem to know that James Shaver 
died in the war but do not know when or 
where he died. At least we now know he 
received a 
decent buri-
al even 
though his 
exact grave 
is unknown. 
It is up to us 
to remember 
soldiers like 
this. 

Were Confederate Generals 

Traitors? 
By Walter E. Williams    

(Continued from page 1.) 
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breaking took place in 2016.  Above is an 

artist rendition of the museum building. 

Thanks to Compatriot Dwight Harley’s  
donation and Our Camp’s matching dona-
tion we were able to contribute $3000.00 to 
do our part to make 
this museum a reality.  
Pictured here is Camp 
Adjutant and 13th 
Brigade Commander 
Steve Camp present-
ing the check to SCV 
Commander-in-Chief 
Thomas Strain at the 
National Reunion in 

Memphis. 

Thanks Compatriots! 

by David Markiewicz / The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

The truth about the South's struggle to 
form a new nation is under attack as never 
before. The National Battlefield Parks 
have be taken over by the “it's all about 
slavery” provocateurs. Museums have 
changed their collections and interpreta-
tions to present what they call the cultural 
history of the War for Southern Independ-
ence. In reality this new perspective is 
nothing more than South bashing. The 
forces of political correctness have gone 
into high gear. They attempt to ban any 
and all things Confederate through their 

ideological fascism.  

There needs to be at least one place where 

Commander 
Mark Camp, 
Adjutant Steve 
Camp and 
members of 
Camp 863 with 
check to be 
donated to the 
Elm Springs 

Confederate Museum Project. 

Camp 863 Donates to Confederate 

Museum 
the people of the South and others can go to 
learn an accurate account of why so many 
struggled so long in their attempt to reassert 
government by the consent of the governed in 

America!  

The General Executive Council of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans  made the commitment 
in October of 2008 to start the process to erect 
a new building that will have two purposes. 
One of the uses of this new building will be to 
give us office space and return Elm Springs to 
its original grandeur. However the main func-
tion is to house The Confederate Museum. 
We are planning a museum that will tell the 
truth about what motivated the Southern peo-
ple to struggle for many years to form a new 
nation.  At the SCV Reunion in July of 2009 
the GEC set up a building fund for this pur-
pose. One of the goals is to provide an accu-
rate portrayal of the common Confederate 
soldier, something that is currently absent in 

most museums and in the media. 

These plans are now action. The ground 

By: J. H. Underwood, editor 


