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The Board of the Friends of Nash 
Farm Battlefield, Inc. is sad to 
announce that the museum, located 
on Nash Farm Battlefield, which 
was funded and maintained by our 
group, will close effective June 1, 
2017. The main reason is that the 
current District 2 Commissioner, 
Dee Clemons, has requested that 
ALL Confederate flags be re-
moved from the museum, in addi-
tion to the gift shop, in an effort 
not to offend anyone. For anyone 
who studies the American Civil 
War, or War Between the States, 
they realize there were two parties 
that fought in this war. We have 
always prided ourselves with being 
an unbiased museum that told the 
entire story of the battles that took 
place on this property, as well as 
being a voice of the people in Hen-
ry County and Georgia during this 
time. These stories were told main-
ly through primary sources, some-
times secondary, but never tertiary 
sources. To exclude any Confeder-
ate flag would mean the historical 
value has been taken from our 
exhibits, and a fair interpretation 
could not be presented to each 
guest. Confederate flags were on 
this hallowed ground, as were the 
Union flags. To remove either of 
them would be a dishonor.  
Additionally, Commissioner 
Clemons stated that this property, 
which the county spent in excess 
of $8 million dollars, has no his-
torical significance per the current 
board. Interestingly, the Depart-
ment of Interior has recognized 
this property as core battlefield 

June 2017 

who visit not only the museum, 
but many different hands on sta-
tions to help to engage every 
student. Never have we had a 
teacher or student complain about 
the variety of flags or uniforms 
being presented in these educa-
tional settings. In fact, most 
teachers applaud our efforts to 
help them in the classroom. The 
Friends of Nash Farm Battlefield, 
Inc. has not only been active on 
an educational aspect, but has 
helped Henry County in many 
ways to manage this beautiful 
battlefield. We have worked with 
the Boy Scouts, Eagles Scouts, 
the Audubon Society, Master 
Gardeners, Civil War Trust, and 
other community groups. Our 
volunteers have put up split rail 
fencing, painted, cleared barbed 
wire, mowed, graded roads, 
picked up debris, fixed many 
“broken” things around the prop-
erty, and so much more. Our mis-
sion was to assist Henry County, 
not only with the historical aspect 
of the property, but to make this a 
property the entire community 
could be proud of. To be honest, 
majority of the people in District 
2 are proud of Nash Farm Battle-
field.  
 

There will be many who will 
think the Friends of Nash Farm 
Battlefield, Inc. should have stood 
up to this censorship. Currently, 
the museum operates out of the 
old Nash farmhouse, which is 
owned by Henry County, and all 
utilities are paid by the county. 
The relics that were displayed, 
with the exception of a small 
amount that Henry County owns, 
were on loan to our group. When 
our key volunteer and donor made 

Coming Events 

June 9 & 10, 2017 - 120th 

Georgia Division Reunion - 

Macon Marriott City Center, 

240 Coliseum Dr., Macon, Ga. 

June 13, 2017 - Regular  Meet-

ing of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

July 11, 2017 - Regular  Meet-

ing of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

Nash Farm Battlefield        

Museum Closes 
and there is a primary source 
where a request is made that the 
government pay retribution for 
the damage to the property during 
the battle. This is clear proof of 
the historical basis of this proper-
ty; yet, more could be provided if 
necessary. This property has the 
blood of Union and Confederate 
soldiers in the soil and needs to 
be preserved as the battlefield 
that it is. 
  
The Board of the Friends of Nash 
Farm Battlefield, Inc. complied 
when Commissioner Clemmons 
requested, soon after her taking 
office, that the entrenchments be 
removed from the property. 
When she had the Second Na-
tional Confederate Flag removed 
from the flag pole where it has 
been flying since Henry County 
purchased the property, again we 
complied and did not create a 
disturbance in hopes that the 
museum would be left alone. The 
final order from Commissioner 
Clemmons is one that we cannot 
and will not comply with. We 
were told that we are at the 
“pleasure of the (Henry County) 
Commission”. Her directive is 
something we cannot comply 
with in good consciences.  
 

To date, the museum, in its seven 
years of operation, has seen visi-
tors from all 50 states and 15 
foreign countries. Heritage tour-
ism dollars have added money to 
the tax base in Henry and Clay-
ton Counties, helping to fund 
many projects, including roads 
and schools. Prior to the reces-
sion, it was not uncommon to see 
over 2,000 students in a year; 
however, the yearly school day 
now has just shy of 500 students 

By:  The Board of Friends of Nash 

Farm Battlefield, Inc. 

Continued on page 3. 
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to suggest some dates, and where.  

Adj. Steve Camp also let me know that the 
camp will be celebrating our 30th Birthday on 
August 26th. He has suggested a cookout 
(which falls on the same date) to celebrate. I 

agree, and think this is a great idea. 

At future meetings I have Steve Davis, Charles 
Lunsford, and a surprise guest speaker for 

those who weren't at last months meeting. 

Until then, 

For the Southern Cause, 

Mark Camp  

Commander  

Is willing to make a donation to the Confed-
erate Museum at Elm Springs if the camp 
will match it. This is something that the 

whole camp needs to discuss and vote on. 

The 120th Ga. Division Reunion is upon us, 
(June 9th

-10th) and I do hope all of the mem-
bers can attend. During the meeting, 13th 
Brigade Commander and camp Adjutant 
Steve Camp discussed the amendments to 
the by-laws, what the changes are, and what 
good it means to the Division, and the camp 
as well. Next months meeting I do not have 
a speaker, but we will still have lots to say 

and do.  

At a previous meeting, I mentioned that 
Chris Gray, the Worshipful Master of the 
lodge, suggested we have a get-together, to 
meet and get to know one another. We just 

need  

Southern Ladies,and Fellow 

Compatriots,  

It seems like Spring has 
quickly turned to Summer, 

its quite warm outside. 

At last months meeting we 
had quite a lot to talk about, 
and a good speaker in 

Mr.Robert C. Jones. After opening the 
meeting and saying the pledges to our 
Flags, I introduced Mr. Jones who gave a 

great talk on The Last Days of the War. 

If you weren't there, you missed a good 
one. At the end we took a short break so 
Mr. Jones could autograph copies of his 

books. 

Past-Commander John Maxey brought to 

the camps attention that Mr. Dwight Harley 

Our Commanders’ Comments 

PAGE 2 GEN.  JOE’S  DISPATCH VOLUME 13,  I SSUE 2 

Lumpkin hospitals located in the 
city of Covington and Hood hospital lo-
cated at Oxford College which is a mile 
north of Covington. 
 

The service record for Private Joseph 
Phillips shows that he died at the Lump-
kin Hospital at Covington, Georgia on 28 
February 1864 and that he left behind 
$11.25. The Samuel Stout records show 
that Private Phillips died on February 29, 
1864. No cause of death is given in any 
record but since he was reported as 
“absent sick at hospital”, it is assumed 
Private Joseph Phillips died from illness 
or disease, the cause of most deaths in this 
deadly war. His served almost two years 
before his death. 
 

The parents of our Joseph P. Phillips were 
Joseph Phillips (Sr.) (1801-1871) and 
Piety Underwood Phillips (1801-1849). 
Our Joseph(Jr) had one sister Evaline 
Sophia Phillips Brooks, (1838-after 1880) 
and three brothers Elijah F. Philllips 
(1842-1864) and Elisha P. Phillips (1844-

1898) and James T. Phillips (1833-aft 
1910). Our Joseph Phil-

By: Commander Mark Camp 

Continued on page 3. 

Headstone at   
Covington shows: 
UNKNOWN 

 

Actually: 
JOSEPH P.   
PHILLIPS 

COMPANY C 

46th GEORGIA 
INFANTRY REGIMENT 

 

This soldier enlisted as a private on 
March 4, 1862 at Columbus, Muskogee 
County, Georgia in Company C of the 
46th Georgia Infantry Regiment. Private 
Joseph Phillips enlisted along with two 
of his brothers Elijah, Elisha and a 
brother-in-law Robert Brooks. 
 

The 46th Georgia served first in Georgia 
and then South Carolina where it was 
involved in the conflicts as Secession-
ville (near Charleston) in June 1862, 
and at Gaston and Frampton's Plantation 
in October 1862. In May of 1863, the 
regiment was assigned to General Gist's 
Brigade and moved to Mississippi in the 

failed effort to relieve the siege of 
Vicksburg while fighting at Jackson, 
Mississippi. The regiment soon joined 
the Army of Tennessee and fought on 
the numerous battlefields from Chi-
camaugua to Missionary Ridge in the 
fall of 1863 and then on to the Atlanta 
Campaign. The regiment participated in 
almost every battle with the Army of 
Tennessee from August 1863 until the 
end of the war. Few members of the 
regiment survived until the final surren-
der. 
 

The archives service record for Private 
Joseph Phillips indicates that he was 
absent sick at a hospital from his unit 
since February 19, 1864 indicating that 
he became ill while his regiment was 
still in winter quarters near Dalton, 
Georgia. It is assumed that he arrived in 
the Covington, Georgia area a few days 
later having likely been sent to the At-
lanta Receiving Hospital and then sent 
to the Confederate Lumpkin Hospital at 
Covington, Georgia. “Post Covington” 
hospitals consisted of the Hill and 

Unknown Soldiers of Covington          

and Oxford   12th Unknown Soldiers in a series by;    Compat-

riot Gene Wade (Continued on page 3) 
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lips (Jr.) married Medora Comer 
(1841-aft 1870) in April 1860. Joseph 
(Jr) and Medora evidently had a son 

named Joseph F. Phillips, born about 
1863. Records are incomplete but it ap-
pears this soldier's father Joseph Phillips 
(Sr), and not the wife Medora, filed for 
accumulated pay and allowances due. 
Perhaps the father filed for the pay and 
allowances because according to the 1860 
census, Medora could not read or write. It 
is uncertain who actually received the 
death benefits. 
 

Although it may now seem strange in 
these modern days, the widow Medora 
Phillips married the father of her dead 
husband, Joseph Phillips (Sr) in 1865. 
Medora Phillips was about age 30 and her 
former father-in-law, now her husband, 
Joseph Phillips (Sr) was about age 64. It 
should be remembered that in 1865, we 
have a widow with a young child in a 
financially devastated state under oppres-
sive occupation during a period where 
there was no government social safety net. 
Confederate widow pensions and indeed 
Confederate soldier pensions were dec-
ades in the future. Widows of deceased 
Confederate solders were unfortunately 
quite common and the people of that time 
did what was necessary to survive. Joseph 
Phillips (Sr) was a widower having lost 
his wife Piety in 1849 so perhaps a mar-
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riage of convenience also meant survival for 
the widow and her infant child.. There were 
four grown children from Joseph Phillip's 
(Sr) previous marriage to Piety (1801-1849) 
but his marriage to his new wife Madora did 
produce children: Mary A.J. Phillips (b. 
1867), William (b. 1868) and Markes (b. 
1869). The 1870 Census shows Joseph (Sr) 
(age 69), Medora (age 35), Joseph F Phillips 
(age 7, and the son of our Joseph Phillips Jr) 
along with the three children fathered by 
Joseph Phillips (Sr): Mary (age 3), William 
(age 2) and Markes (9 months). That a 
young widow age 30 would marry her 64 
year old father -in-law really reinforces for 
us the unique severe hardships and situations 
faced by our Confederate ancestors. 
 

We know that our Private Joseph P. Phillips 
(Jr) died during the war but what about his 
two brothers and brother-in-law that joined 
at the same time? Brother Elisha Phillips 
survived the war, was with the 46thh Georgia 
at the final surrender in North Carolina, and 
died in 1898. Brother Elijah Phillips was 
sick in a hospital at Columbus, Georgia in 
August 1864 and is believed to have died 
there and buried in an unmarked/unknown 
grave. Brother-in-law Robert C. Brooks 
(husband of Evaline Sophia Phillips) died 
August 2, 1863 probably of wounds received 
near Tullahoma, Tennessee. The other broth-
er James T. Phillips was a lieutenant in 
Company H/K of the 9th Georgia Militia, 
was wounded in the hand at Griswoldville, 
Georgia, but lived until 1899. 

Unknown Soldiers of Covington            

and Oxford   
12th Unknown Soldier in a series by;  Compat-

riot Gene Wade  (Continued from page 2.) 

the decision to pull his relics, the Board had 
no other decision than to close the museum. 
We could have kept the doors open sporadi-
cally and showed beautiful display cases that 
were empty. When you engage in a conflict, 
your goal is to gain ground. The Board felt 
the only decision we had was to close the 
museum. This has not been an easy decision 
as many of our volunteers have donated 
much time, money, sweat, and tears to this 
property. The Friends of Nash Farm Battle-
field was created after the Steering Commit-
tee was dissolved by the Henry County 
Board of Commissioners over 10 years ago. 

That is over a decade of work that some of 
our volunteers have contributed to this 
property.  
 

As a Board, we ask that you contact not 
only Commissioner Clemmons, but also all 
the other Henry County Board of Commis-
sioners, to let them know how you feel 
about the current political climate that af-
fected the closing of Nash Farm Battlefield 
Museum. It is important that you voice 
your opinion to these politicians so they 
know there is public support for the histori-
cal aspect of this property.  
 

Nash Farm Battlefield        

Museum Closes 
Thank you to all the groups and individuals 
who have supported Friends of Nash Farm 
Battlefield, Inc. over the years. Our volun-
teers have been honored to work to preserve 
history and work diligently to improve the 
community. We can only hope that this prop-
erty and its history will be sustained for fu-
ture generations.  
 

Respectfully Submitted by the Board of 
Friends of Nash Farm Battlefield, Inc.  

 

The trials and tribulations of this Phillips 
family were severe but unfortunately were 
not that unusual in all too many Southern 
families. The Joseph Phillips (Jr) who is like-
ly buried under a “unknown” headstone in 
the Covington Confederate Cemetery de-
serves to be remembered. Researchers of this 
Phillips family mostly know that our Private 
Joseph P. Phillips know that he died at the 
Lumpkin Hospital at Covington Georgia but 
probably do not know that he is likely buried 
as an unknown in the Covington Confederate 
Cemetery. 
 

It may have not been necessary for this histo-
ry and biography of our subject Private Jo-
seph Phillips to include so much information 
about his brothers and other family members 
but it was deemed necessary so that we can 
understand the challenges our ancestors 
faced. They deserve our understanding, our 
respect and our recognition of their sacrifices. 
 

 

 

 

By:  The Board of Friends of Nash Farm Bat-

tlefield, Inc.  (Continued from page 1.) 
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We’re on the Web! 

www.campjoewheeler.org 

«AddressBlock»  Mailing 

Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Tracy Jr. Camp #18 and will be held at the 
Marriott Macon City Center, 240 Coliseum 
Drive, Macon, Georgia 31217.  Since the 
Reunion comes up before our next meeting 
13th Brigade Commander and Adjutant 
Steve Camp went over proposed By-Law 
Amendments that will be voted on at the 
Reunion to give our delegates a consensus 

on how the camp wishes them to vote. 

Commander Camp then called for volun-
teers and compiled a list of Delegates and 
alternates.  The meeting was then closed 
with the Benediction that was given by Di-
vision Chaplin Maxey and the meeting was 

adjourned. 

    

by David Markiewicz / The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Our last meeting was on May 9, 2017 at 
the Masonic Lodge.  Commander Camp 
called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm and 
the invocation was given by Georgia Divi-
sion Chaplin John Maxey.  After pledge’s 
to the United States and Georgia Flags and 
a Salute to the Confederate Flag, Com-
mander Camp introduced our Guest 

Speaker, Mr. Robert C. Jones. 

Mr. Jones’ message was on “The Last 
Days of the War” and was full of interest-
ing details that few of us were aware of, 
making for an interesting evening.  Thank 
You, Robert, for taking your time and 
helping us increase our knowledge of the 

The Last Meeting  

War of Northern Aggression  as it actually 

was. 

After  Mr. Jones’ presentation a short break 
was taken to allow him to sign books pur-
chased by our members.  The meeting then 
continued with old business.  Reports were 
given on our 
April Open 
House Meet-
ing and our 
Confederate 
Memorial 
Day ob-
servance at 
Covington 
Confederate 
Cemetery 
which was 
held on April 

22, 2017.   

Then the floor was opened to new business.  
Commander Camp reminded us that the 120th 
Annual Georgia Division Reunion would be 
held on June 9th and 10th, 2017.  This years 
event is hosted by Brig. Gen. Edward Dorr 

By: J. H. Underwood, editor 


