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all of us is the bravery, fortitude and perseverance of Jack
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book accurately describes the
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Union occupation of this area
and the various causes of this
deadly war.
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Coming Events

The action in this book takes
place mainly in an area formerly called Land Between
the Rivers but now known as
Land Between the Lakes because of the damming of the
Cumberland River in 1966
and Tennessee River in 1944.
The southern part of this area
is also known as the locations
of Fort Henry and Fort Donelson, vital Confederate forts
whose fall gravely damaged
the Confederacy. Jack Hinson’s
farm
“Bubbling
Springs” was very lose to Fort
Donelson in Tennessee so
Jack was intimately familiar
with the area.

September 13, 2016 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
October 11, 2016 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia

Every once in a while we pick
up a book that is so interesting
that it is difficult to put down.
“Jack Hinson’s One-Man War”
is such a book.
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This book is especially relevant
to me because the activity of
Jack hinson took place in
northwestern Tennessee and
southwestern Kentucky area in
which my wife’s parents and
grandparents were born and
raised. It’s not likely that my
wife’s grandparents personally
knew Jack Hinson but they
possibly knew of him. I have
visited this area of northwestern Tennessee and southwestern Kentucky and felt an immediate bond and appreciation
for Jack Hinson. Relevant to

John “Jack” Hinson was a
quite, friendly and wealth
plantation owner focused on
raising his family in peace
and farming his lands. Jack
watched the Confederate fortification of forts Henry and
Donelson with alarm and kept
himself informed of the local
situation by constantly travweling around the area asswessing how his family would
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be affected. Jack was so neutral that he refused to rent out
his slaves to the Confederate
Army to help construct these
forts. He became personally
acquainted with Confederate
generals Gideon Pillow, John
Floyd, Lloyd Tilghman and
Simon Buckner and became
friends with then-Colonel
Nathan Bedford Forrest.
After Union forces landed
and invaded the area he became acquainted with Union
generals U. S. Grant, Lew
Wallace and John McClernand. General Grant was
even a house guest at the Jack
Hinson plantation and may
have even had a temporary
headquarters in the Hinson
home.
Jack Hinson did not want
Tennessee to leave the Union
and had remained neutral
until an atrocity committed
against two of his sons by a
Union patrol shattered his
neutrality. After the forts fell
and Confederate forces left
the area, a Union patrol entered the Hinson land where
two sons were hunting and
arrested them. Both sons
were immediately executed
and their bodies drug behind
horses around the nearby
town square of Dover. The
Union officer removed their
head with his saber, went to
the Hinson home and then
mounted the heads on top of
the gateposts in front of the
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Southern Ladies
and Gentlemen,
Our August
meeting was a
good one, even
without a program. The lack
of which was a
schedule mixup. But Compatriot Dennis will be
our October 11th speaker. His program will be on WBTS photography. He has a very good collection.
Our hearts and prayers go out to
Chaplin Larry Cornwell and all his
family due to the passing of his

father. The viewing will be this Saturday morning at the Scot Ward
funeral home in Conyers, from
10:00 till 11:00 AM.
I would like to thank our 13th Brigade Commander Steve Camp for
presenting two awards to a couple
of very deserving gentlemen in the
Division. They are Past Commander Joe Underwood and Stone Mountain Memorial Camp Commander
Richard Straut. Commander Camp
presented the awards for the extra
work that these two men had done
for the resent Georgia Division Reunion. They both worked hard and
went the extra mile.

By: Commander John Maxey

Our next meeting will be on September the 13th. Our guest will me Mr.
Joe Byrd from Cumming Georgia. His
subject will be “The Confederate
Sharpshooter”. He will bring some of
the books he has written on this and
other Southern subjects. I know it will
be a good one.

Hope to see each of you then.

Have a “Dixie” day,

Book Review by Compatriot Gene Wade
By: Gene Wade (Continued from Page 1.)

family home.
Jack Hinson would
no longer remain
neutral and after
much thinking and
planning he designed
a special custommade Kentucky-type
rifle of 50 Caliber
and
commenced
“Yankee-hunting”.
At age 57, Jack was
too old to join the Confederate Army
but he essentially became a one-man
army conducting a very personal war.
Most of his targets were officers manning the boats plying the Cumberland
and Tennessee rivers.
The notches on Jack’s fle attest to 36
acts of revenge fro his sons but it is
thought that 100 is closer to the actual
mark. Jack’s targets included renegade
Confederates who preyed on local civilians. One attack on a Union boat resulting in the ship’s captain raising the
white flag of surrender until he realized
that he was under attack by a force too

small (one old man) to board his ship.
The white flag was soon lowered and
the embarrassed ship captain likely
never mentioned his attempted surrender to his superiors. Elements of up to
nine Yankee regiments, both cavalry
and infantry and amphibious task force
of specially built navy boats with a special-operations Union Marine unit targeted this elderly man bent on revenge,
but they never got him.

quainted with General Forrest and his
staff that after the war, he gave his trusty
effective rife either to General Forrest or
to Major Anderson, Forrest’s adjutant
general. The rifle still exist and resides in
Murfreesboro, Tennessee in the hands of
Judge Ben Hall.
One thing notable about this book is that
the author, Lt. Col. tom C. McKenney,
USMC retired, also accurately describes
in this book the political and social situation in Tennessee and the rest of the
South, an attribute often lacking in other
books bout the Confederate South. Although I may question several small areas
of this book, particularly when the author
describes Jack’s thoughts and daily movements, I found this book to be wellresearched and an accurate description of
a Confederate hero.
I strongly recommend this book as a
“need-to read”.

Jack provided intelligence and guided
Nathan Bedford Forrest in several raids
to the area. Jack became so well ac2

Gene Wade, Compatriot
Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler Camp #863
Conyers, Georgia
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Jefferson Davis Memorial Historic Site
From: www.civilwarhearitagetrails.org

When Confederate President Jefferson Davis and a few remaining staff
members crossed the Savannah River
into Georgia on May 3, 1865, they
were headed for the Western theater
of war where Davis planned to unite

rebel forces and continue
fighting for the “lost cause.”
On May 9, 1865, they
camped in this pine forest,
not knowing that pursuit
was so close behind. At
dawn, they were surrounded
by two independent groups
of Union cavalry who were
unaware of each other’s
presence. Gunfire ensued
until the federal forces realized they had been shooting
at one another. Two Union
cavalrymen died during the
skirmish. Davis was taken prisoner and
held in Virginia for two years until released.

museum, short trail, a gift shop, picnic
tables and a group shelter.

Address/Directions
Jefferson Davis Memorial Historic Site
338 Jeff Davis Park Road
Fitzgerald, GA 31750
Camden County
GPS Coordinates:

N 31.664283 | W -083.387383
From I-75 exit #78 go east 14 miles on
Highway 32 to Irwinville. Turn left on
Jeff Davis Park Road and proceed one
mile to the site (on left).

Today, a monument marks the spot
where he was arrested. Visitors can tour
the 13-acre historic site that includes a

Resaca 8th Battle of the WBTS in
Georgia
Other Name: Lay's Ferry
Campaign: Morgan's Raid Into Kentucky
Date(s): May 13, 1864
Principal Commanders:
General William Sherman [US] Lt.
Colonel Joseph Johnston [CS]
Forces Engaged:
Estimated Casualties: 5547 total
(US 2747; CS 2800;)

Battle summary by the National Parks Service

their whereabouts. The next day full
scale fighting occurred, and the Union
troops were generally repulsed except
on the Rebel right flank where Sherman did not fully exploit his advantage. On the 15th, the battle continued with no advantage to either side
until Sherman sent a force across the
Oostanula River, at Lay's Ferry, towards Johnston's railroad supply line.
Unable to halt this Union movement,
Johnston was forced to retire.
Results: Indecisive
CWSAC Reference #: GA008

Description:
Gen. Joseph E. Johnston had withdrawn
from Rocky Face Ridge to the hills
around Resaca. On the 13th, the Union
troops tested the Rebel lines to pinpoint

Cleburne Monument at
Ringgold Gap
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The Last Meeting
by David Markiewicz
/ The
Atlanta Journal-Constitution
By: J. H.
Underwood,
editor

Our last meeting was held on
August 9, 2016 at the Masonic
Lodge and was well attended with
17 members and 4 guest present.
Among the
members
was our newest member,
Mr. Mike
Coker, who
was welcomed into
our ranks.
Mike joins us
through his
Confederate
ancestor, Private John Watkins
Coker who was a member of Company G, of the 43rd Georgia Volunteer Infantry Regiment. Welcome,
Mike, to Camp 863.
Richard Straut, Commander of The
Confederate Memorial Camp 1432,

was also on hand and presented the
camp with a check for $2512.00, our
share of the profits from the Georgia
Division Reunion. Pictured below is
Richard presenting the check to 12 of
our compatriots and two wives, all
who volunteered and worked in some
capacity at the Reunion. Your hard
work made this Reunion very successful for the camp.

Camp was also
there and presented Commander Straut
and Past Commander J. H.
Underwood with
certificates of
appreciation for
organizing the
119th Georgia
Division Reunion.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday September 13, 2016 when our
guest speaker will be Mr. Joseph P.
Byrd, author of “Confederate
Sharpshooter Major William E.
Simmons”. Joe is a member of Col.
Hiram Parks Bell Camp 1642 in
Cumming, Georgia. Don’t miss this
special evening.

13th Brigade Commander, Steve
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