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Inside this issue: 

Wilmington, NC.—The North 
Carolina Department of Natural 
and Cultural Rescources, Under 
Water Archaeology Branch in the 
Office of State Archaeology report 
the examinations of the Scottish-

built  steamer recently discovered 
near the mouth of the Cape Fear 
River (see April issue of Gen. 
Joe’s Dispatch) is continuing as 
the weather and currents cooperate 

with divers. 

“While several additional details in 
the sonar image were confirmed 
including its length and the stern 
of the blockade runner pointing 
towards the beach, a detail not 
apparent on sonar” said Billy ray 
Morris, State Director of the Un-
derwater Archaeology Branch, “is 
the vessel’s framing pattern is 
single iron frames on 18 inch cen-
ters which add to confirming the 
ship’s identity as the Agnes Frey 
(initially named The Fox), based 
on the “extensive historical docu-

mentation in hand,” he said. 

More sophisticated sonar equip-
ment was supplied by the Char-
lotte, NC Fire Department and 
assistance from their Search and 
Rescue divers.  Captain J. D. 
Thomas, Chief, has also arranged 
for Brian Abbott, President of the 
Haslett, Michigan-based Nautilus  

August 2016 

cient part of his blockading force 
off Wilmington. . . . As com-
manding officer of the Owl, you 
will please devise and adopt 
thorough and efficient means for 
saving all hands and destroying 
the vessel and cargo whenever 
these measures may become 

necessary to prevent capture.” 

On December 1, 1864, the USS 

Rhode Island captured the block-
ade running British steamer Vix-
en off Cape Fear, North Caroli-
na, with cargo including arms.  
On December 5, in his fouth 
annual report to President Lin-
coln, Union Naval Secretary 
Welles noted the great impact on 
the Confederacy made by U.S 
sea power, “an undertaking with-
out precedence in history”  Six-
ty-five steamers have been cap-
tured or destroyed endeavoring 
to enter or escape from Wilming-
ton.  The U.S. Navy, he noted, 
had grown to 611 ships mount-
ing more than 4600 guns, and by 
December had taken nearly 1400 
prizes, and their “fearsome ram 

Albemarle lost”  

On December 8, the USS Chero-

kee captured blockade running 
British steamer Emma Henry at 
sea east of North Carolina with a 

cargo of cotton. 

On December 13 the Union fleet 
massed for the bombardment of 
Fort Fisher departing Hampton 

Roads, Va. For Wilmington. 

The Union’s sidewheel steamers 
like the USS Hetzel helped in 
strengthening the Federal hold 
on North Carolina coastal wa-
ters.  Stay tuned  for more on the 

Agnes E. Frye in future updates. 

Coming Events 

August 9, 2016 - Regular      

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

September 13, 2016 - Regular      

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

October 11, 2016 - Regular      

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

 

Confederate Steamer Dive 

Continues 
Marine Group 
International 
and maker of 
the equipment, 
to operate the 
hi-tech sonar.  
It was noted 
that this sector 
scanning im-
aging sonar 
technology is 
in use for the 

first time for a North Carolina 
underwater shipwreck site.  This 
technology he said is faster and 
does not require good visibility, 
whih the murkiness of the waters 
has been hampering the Satte and 
Institute for international Mari-
time Research personnel along 
with the unsettled currents in the 
area.  The ship was one of those 
lost during the Union’s blockade 
of Wilmington.  The project is 
funded through a federal Battle-

field Protection Program grant. 

The Civil War Chronology pub-
lished by the Naval History Divi-
sion of the Office of Chief of 
U.S. Naval Operations, Navy 
Department, Washington, D.C., 
offers the following communica-

tions; 

Confederate navy Secretary Ste-
phen Mallory in a telegram to a 
Commander Maffit in July 1864, 
gave his orders regarding new 
Confederate-owned blockade 
runners: “It is of the first im-
portance that our steamers should 
not fall into the enemy’s hands.  
Apart from the specific loss sus-
tained by the country in the cap-
ture of blockade runners, these 
vessels, lightly armed, now con-
stitute the fleetest and most effi-

By: Joan Wenner, J.D. - “Civil War News” 
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Dennis Elm, from the Stone Mountain 
Memorial Camp. His program this time 
will about Civil War Photography. Dennis 
has an excellent collection of rare and old 
photographs. Please make plans now to 

attend and, as always, bring a friend. 

I’ll have several other announcements to 
make that evening. Until then try to stay 
cool and drive careful, there’s so many 

Yankees on the roads these days. 

 Have a “Dixie” day, 

 John L. Maxey, Cmdr., 

(ga338reb@earthlink.net) 

program in the future. 

 Our own Compatriot Jimmy Chappell 
brought in an arm full of his own books 
to sell for a small contribution to the 
camp. We are all very grateful for his 
generosity. The camp will receive 
$57.00 dollars for his effort. Thank you 

Jimmy Chappell. 

 Commander Richard Straut will be at 
our August meeting to present to us our 
share of expenses in the Georgia Divi-
sion reunion. Thanks to all of you for 
your hard work during that event. I 

know it will be a pleasant surprise. 

 Our next meeting will be on August 
9th. Our guest that evening will be Mr. 

Southern Ladies 

and Gentlemen, 

Our July meeting 
was a good one 
indeed. Our guest 
was Mr. Robert 
Jones of Kenne-
saw, Georgia. His 
presentation was 

about the “Lost Confederate Gold”. 
Mr. Jones delivered a knowledgeable 
and accurate account of a time when 
the Confederacy was falling into the 
hands of the vile, damn Yankees. He 
also had the pictures and dates to bring 
all of the story to life. He had several 
of his published books with him for 
sale and they were well received. We’ll 
try to get Mr. Jones to give us another 

Our Commanders’ Comments 
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land, we preserve the memory of 
those who gave their lives for future 

generations. 

Some of those same Americans who 
fought at Peach Tree Creek fought at the 
four battlefields we are trying to save. We 
owe it to them to save this hallowed 

ground while we still have time.  

Visit:  

https://secure3.convio.net/cwpt/site/Do

nation2;jsessionid=0B1F241406DF6F

69AC84629D93B82C0C.app330b?df_i

d=6102&6102.donation=form1           

to Donate. 

By: Commander John Maxey 

Dear Fellow Preservationist, 

On July 20, 1864—one hundred 

and fifty-two years ago today—

Confederate General John Bell Hood 
lashed out at an isolated portion of 
General William T. Sherman’s Un-
ion army outside Atlanta along the 
banks of Peach Tree Creek in Geor-
gia. It was a desperate affair of cou-
rageous Rebel charges being hurled 
back by Yankee counterattacks—

including one led by future U.S. 
President Benjamin Harrison. By 
day’s end, 4,250 Americans had 
been killed, wounded, or captured in 
one of the bloodiest struggles of the 

Atlanta Campaign. 

In 2016, only the most imaginative 
can envision the struggle that took 
place 152 years ago. Urban sprawl, 
residential streets, and a golf course 
have obliterated the Peach Tree 
Creek battlefield, effectively de-

stroying this major Western Thea-

ter site. Without a battlefield to 
visit, many Americans—even those 
who live in Atlanta—have forgotten 

the Battle of Peach Tree Creek and 
the sacrifices of the men who gave 
their lives there have faded into ob-

scurity. 

As you know, we currently have a 
valuable opportunity to save 503 
acres at four Western battlefields: 
Shiloh, Stones River, Rocky Face 
Ridge and Bentonville. Given the 
disheartening stories of battlefields 
such as Peach Tree Creek, it is my 
earnest hope you will help ensure 
these precious acres will not suffer 
the same fate. By preserving this 

Help Save Four Western Theatre             

Battlefields Request from:  “The Civil War Trust” 
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A critical mo-
ment in the 
Civil War, the 
Battle of Shi-
loh has been 
the subject of 
many books. 
However, none 
has told the 
story of Shiloh 
as Timothy 
Smith does in 
this volume, 
the first com-
prehensive 
history of the 
two-day battle in April 1862—a battle so 
fluid and confusing that its true nature has 
eluded a clear narrative telling until now. 
 

Unfolding over April 6th and 7th, the 
Battle of Shiloh produced the most 
sprawling and bloody field of combat 
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since the Napoleonic wars, with an outcome 
that set the Confederacy on the road to de-
feat. Contrary to previous histories, Smith 
tells us, the battle was not won or lost on the 
first day, but rather in the decision-making 
of the night that followed and in the next 
day’s fighting. Devoting unprecedented 
attention to the details of that second day, his 
book shows how the Union’s triumph was 
far less assured, and much harder to achieve, 
than has been acknowledged. Smith also 
employs a new organization strategy to clari-
fy the action. By breaking his analysis of 
both days’ fighting into separate phases and 
sectors, he makes it much easier to grasp 
what was happening in each combat zone, 
why it unfolded as it did, and how it related 
to the broader tactical and operational con-
text of the entire battle. 
 

The battlefield’s diverse and challenging 
terrain also comes in for new scrutiny. 
Through detailed attention to the terrain’s 
major features—most still visible at the Shi-

Shiloh; Conquer or Perish 
By; Dr. Timothy B. Smith 

Other Name:  Combats at Buzzard 

Roost, Mill Creek, Dug Gap 

Campaign:  Morgan's Raid Into Ken-

tucky 

Date(s):  May 9 - 12 1864 

Principal Commanders:                                                  
General William Sherman [US]           

Lt. General Joseph Johnston [CS]  

Estimated Casualties:                        
 1437 total (US 837; CS 

600;) 

Description: 

Gen. Joseph E. Johnston had en-
trenched his army on the long, high 
mountain of Rocky Face Ridge and 
eastward across Crow Valley. As 

Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman ap-
proached, he decided to demonstrate 
against the position with two col-
umns while he sent a third one 
through Snake Creek Gap, to the 
right, to hit the Western & Atlantic 
Railroad at Resaca. The two col-
umns engaged the enemy at Buzzard 
Roost (Mill Creek Gap) and at Dug 
Gap. In the meantime, the third col-
umn, under Maj. Gen. James Bird-
seye McPherson, passed through 
Snake Creek Gap and on the 9th 
advanced to the outskirts of Resaca 
where it found Confederates en-
trenched. Fearing defeat, McPher-
son pulled his column back to Snake 
Creek Gap. On the 10th, Sherman 
decided to take most of his men and 
join McPherson to take Resaca. The 

next morning, Sherman' s army 
withdrew from in front of Rocky 
Face Ridge. Discovering Sherman's 
movement, Johnston retired south 

towards Resaca on the 12th. 

Results:  Union Victory  

CWSAC Reference #:  GA007 

 

 

 

 

 

Rocky Face Ridge         
7th Battle of the WBTS Battle summary by the National Parks Service 

Book Review by Amazon.com 

loh National Military Park—Smith is able to 
track their specific and considerable influ-
ence on the actions, and their consequences, 
over those forty-eight hours. The experience 
of the soldiers finally finds its place here too, 
as Smith lets us hear, as never before, the 
voices of the common man, whether combat-
ant or local civilian, caught up in a historic 
battle for their lives, their land, their honor, 
and their homes. 

“We must this day conquer or perish,” Con-

federate General Albert Sidney 

Johnston declared on the morning 

of April 6, 1862. His words proved 

prophetic, and might serve as an 

epitaph for the larger war, as we 

see fully for the first time in this 

unparalleled and surely definitive 

history of the Battle of Shiloh.  

 

Cleburne Monument at 

Ringgold Gap 
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his cabinet - sometimes ahead of 

Davis, and sometimes behind.  

Thank you Robert for the interest-

ing program on the Lost Gold. 

Guest Speakers at our August 

meeting will be Compatriot Denis 

Elm and Commander Richard 

Strout from the Confederate Me-

morial Camp 1432 in Stone Moun-

tain.  You don’t want to miss this 

meeting so mark your calendars 

for August 9, 2016. 

by David Markiewicz / The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Our last meeting, July 12, 2016, 

featured guest speaker  Historian 

Robert C. Jones. 

Robert served as President of the 

Kennesaw Historical Society for 

21 years (1994-2015), and also 

served as a member of the execu-

tive board of the Kennesaw Mu-

seum Foundation for 17 years. 

The Last Meeting 

The Foundation helped fund the 

40,000 square foot Southern Muse-

um of Civil War and Locomotive 

History in Kennesaw, GA.   

Robert has written a number of 

books on Civil War, Revolutionary 

War, World War I, the War of 

1812 and ghost towns.  They can all 

be accessed at his web site at 

www.rcjbooks.com. 

On this occasion Robert spoke on 

his book “Lost Confederate Gold”  

His program told about the night of 

April 2/3, 1865, when a train left 

Richmond carrying the gold and 

silver from the Confederate Treas-

ury, perhaps worth $370,000, as 

well as $450,000 in gold and silver 

from a group of Richmond banks. 

The train roughly followed the es-

cape route of Jefferson Davis and 

By: J. H. Underwood, editor 


