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Inside this issue: 

CSS Neuse was a steam-

powered ironclad ram of the 

Confederate States Navy that 

served in the latter part the 

American Civil War and was 

eventually scuttled to avoid 

capture by rapidly advancing 

Union Army forces. In the 

early 1960s, she produced 

approximately 15,000 arti-

facts from her raised lower 

hull, the largest number ever 

found on a recovered Confed-

erate vessel. The remains of 

her lower hull and a selection 

of her artifacts are on exhibit 

in Kinston, North Carolina at 

the CSS Neuse State Historic 

Site and Governor Caswell 

Memorial. The ironclad is 

listed on the National Regis-

ter of Historic Places. 

A contract for the construction 

of Neuse was signed on 17 

October 1862 between the 

shipbuilding company of 

Thomas Howard and Elijah 

Ellis and the Confederate Na-

vy. Work began in October of 

that year on the bank across 

the Neuse River (her name-

sake) from the small village of 

Whitehall, North Carolina 

(present day Seven Springs). 

The gunboat's design was vir-

tually identical to her sister 

May 2016 

Coming Events 

May 7, 2016 - 3:00 pm, Con-

federate Memorial Day Ser-

vice - Brig. Gen. TRR Cobb 

Camp 91, Wingfield Chapel at 

Oconee Hills Cemetery, Athens, 

Georgia 

May 10, 2016 - Regular      

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

June 10 & 11, 2016 - 119th 

Georgia Division Reunion - 

Georgia International Horse 

Park, Conyers, Georgia. 

board: Each cannon could fire 

from one of five gun port posi-

tions or could deliver a two can-

non broadside. Neuse's projec-

tiles consisted of explosive 

shells, anti-personnel canister 

shot, grape shot, and blunt-

nosed, solid wrought iron "bolts" 

for use against Union armored 

ships; many examples of all four 

types were recovered from her 

raised wreck.  

Launched in November 1863 

while still needing fitting out, 

Neuse finally got up steam in 

April 1864 for duty on the inland 

waters of North Carolina as part 

of the force under Commander 

R. F. Pinkney, CSN. Shortly 

thereafter, the ironclad grounded 

off Kinston due to her mostly 

inexperienced crew, which had 

been conscripted from the Con-

federate Army; she remained fast 

in the mud for almost a month 

until finally being refloated. 

After that, due to a lack of avail-

able Confederate Army shore 

support, she never left the river 

area around Kinston, serving 

instead as a floating ironclad 

fortification. In March 1865, 

with Kinston under siege by 

Union forces, gunpowder trails 

were laid down which led to a 

cache of explosives placed in her 

bow; the crew then lit fires 

astern and amidships, and she 

was destroyed a short time later 

by fire, then a bow explosion. 

Neuse burned to just below her 

waterline and then sank into the 

river mud preventing capture by 

the rapidly advancing Union 

Army forces, commanded by 

Major General John M. 

Schofield. 
Continued on page 3. 

The Ironclad CSS Neuse 

ironclad CSS Albemarle, but 

Neuse differed from Albe-

marle by having four addi-

tional gun ports added (for a 

total of ten) to her eight-

sided armored casemate. The 

hull was 158 feet (48 m) long 

by 34 feet (10 m) wide, and 

she was constructed mostly 

of locally abundant pine, 

with some 4 inches (100 mm) 

of oak used as sturdy back-

ing for her 4-inch-thick 

(100 mm) wrought iron ar-

mor. Many delays in con-

struction were incurred by a 

lack of available materials, 

mostly the iron plate for her 

armored casemate and deck; 

her deck armor was finally 

left off so the ironclad could 

be completed and put in ser-

vice. Due to continuing iron 

plate shortages, Neuse be-

came the first of several Southern 

ironclads built with unarmored 

decks. This situation was com-

pounded by the Confederate Ar-

my exercising priority over the 

Navy in the use of the South's 

inadequate railroad system for 

transporting vital war materiel.  

Neuse was equipped with two 

6.4-inch (160 mm) Brooke rifled 

cannon (similar to a Parrott rifle); 

each double-banded cannon 

weighed more than 12,000 

pounds (5,400 kg) with its pivot 

carriage and other attached hard-

ware. Both cannons were posi-

tioned along the ironclad's center-

line in the armored casemate, one 

forward, the other aft. The field 

of fire for both pivot rifles was 

180-degrees, from port to star-

From the Wikipedia.org website (Continued on page 3) 
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Our next mee ng will be on May 10th, 

7:30 PM. Our speakers will be Mr. Lee 

Joyner and Ms. Cindy Goldthwaite. (see 

bio’s for them at the bo om of this page.) 

They will speak to us on a topic of old 

photographs, papers, military items, etc. 

Past Commander Tommy Cook will intro-

duce them. 

  

Un l then have a “Dixie” day, 

  

John L. Maxey,  Cmdr. 

 On April 2nd, the Masonic Lodge al-

lowed us to have a table at their 

Barbeque. Compatriot Don Meyer and 

his wife Eleanor had a nice display of 

Confederate knives for sale and they 

were of very nice quality. This was 

done to benefit our Camp. Our hats 

are off to Don and Eleanor for their 

hard work. There were several of our 

own Camp members that took 

me  that Saturday to help out. All of 

you made it a great event. 

Southern Ladies 

and Gentlemen, 

  

I want thank each 

of you for the 

wonderful dis-

plays you gave on 

April 12th. What 

was shown was a vivid knowledge of 

Southern History and Heritage passed 

on, for the most part, by your grand-

parents. This year was one of the best 

ever. Believe me, there are museums 

all across this country that would give 

a King’s ransom to have just a part of 

what you gentlemen have. You should 

always treasure it. 

Our Commanders’ Comments 

PAGE 2 GEN.  JOE’S  DISPATCH VOLUME 12,  I SSUE 1

Discouraged by the lack of interesting 

material for students studying U.S. Histo-

ry, Lee and Cindy started Through Teen 

Eyes (TTE) to create curriculum based on 

primary and secondary accounts of teens 

who lived through various historical 

events. Using actual accounts of teens 

engages students while still covering the 

required standards.  

Both Lee and Cindy have Civil War vet-

erans as ancestors. However, don’t tell 

anyone that three-quarters of Cindy’s 

grandparents were Yankees! 

By: Commander John Maxey 

hope to see each of you in June at 

the Georgia Division Reunion proudly host-

ed by the 13ths own Confederate Memorial 

Camp 1432 and the Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp 863.  

Live The Charge   

Steve 

ing in this position has been the opportunity 

to meet many of you.  The level of activity 

and the dedication of each Camp to preserve 

the memory of our ancestors and the Cause 

for which they fought has truly been out-

standing.  This has been a learning and en-

joyable experience for me.  With your vote 

and support it would be my honor to serve 

another term as your Brigade Commander.  I 

Gentlemen of the 13th 

Brigade   

It has been my honor to 

serve as your Brigade 

Commander these past 

two years.  The most 

rewarding part of serv-

Lee Joyner is a retired U. S. History 

teacher who is an expert in the Ameri-

can Civil War. He attended Georgia 

Southwestern, obtaining a B.A. in 

American History, and served as a his-

torian and guide at Andersonville Na-

tional Historic Site during college. He 

taught Georgia History in middle school 

before finishing his teaching career in 

U. S. History at the high school level. 

He is enjoying his retirement by going 

to Civil War shows where he sells the 

artifacts he has obtained by horse-

trading. He has been a Civil War re-

enactor and an advisor for TNT’s mini-

series “Andersonville” and participated 

in two films as an extra. 

Cindy Goldthwaite taught English liter-

ature, including American Lit, at the 

high school level for 13 years. She has 

also taught as an adjunct instructor at 

the college level for several semesters. 

She obtained her B.A. in English at 

Agnes Scott College and her M.A. in 

English Literature at the University of 

Pennsylvania. She and Lee taught 

American Studies for a couple of years 

at Cindy’s alma mater, Social Circle 

High School, and became fast friends. 

Joyner/Goldthwaite to Speak  at May Meeting 

13th Brigade Commander Seeks Re-election 
By: 13th Brigade Commander Steve Camp 

Biographies furnished by Quartermaster Tommy Cook 
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At some point following the war, her 

sunken hulk, lying in shallow river water 

and mud, was salvaged of its valuable 

metals: cannon, carriages and their fit-

tings, anchors, iron ram, casemate armor, 

both propellers and their shafts, and her 

steam power plant. Whatever bits and 

pieces remained, including her projectiles, 

lay undisturbed in and around the wreck 

until Neuse was raised nearly a century 

later.  

After nearly a century, the remaining low-

er hull of the ironclad was discovered and 

then raised in 1963; approximately 15,000 

shipboard artifacts were recovered and 

carefully cataloged. Neuse's hull was then 

temporarily installed in the Governor 

Caswell Memorial, beside the river, in 

Kinston. Since 2013, Neuse and her arti-

facts have been on display in a new, cli-

mate-controlled building in downtown 

Kinston, North Carolina. 
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There are currently only four recovered Civil 

War era ironclad wrecks, CSS Neuse, 

CSS Muscogee (also called CSS Jackson in 

some texts), USS Monitor, and USS Cairo; 

Cairo remains the only recovered ironclad 

wreck left partially exposed outdoors under 

cover in the sometimes brutal southern cli-

mate. Other Union and Confederate ironclad 

wreck sites are known but remain untouched. 

The successful Confederate submarine H. L. 

Hunley, which sank the Union blockading 

sloop-of-war USS Housatonic, was recov-

ered and is undergoing extensive restoration 

and long term conservation at the Warren 

Lasch Conservation Center in North 

Charleston, South Carolina. 

A replica of the CSS Neuse, better known as 

CSS Neuse II, was the brainchild of and 

built by Alton Stapleford, founder and ship 

builder of Atlantic Boats, Inc. out of Kin-

ston, N.C.; he swore he built the full-sized 

ironclad replica to float. Neuse II is on 

grounds display at a separate site in Kinston 

The Ironclad CSS Neuse 

Other Name:  None 

Campaign: Chickamauga  

Date(s): August-September 1863 

Principal Commanders: 

Major General William Rosecrans [US]                                                  

Major General Braxton Bragg [CS]  

Estimated Casualties:   

34624 total (US 16170; CS 18454;) 

Description: 

After the Tullahoma Campaign, 

Rosecrans renewed his offensive, aiming 

to force the Confederates out of Chatta-

nooga. The three army corps comprising 

Rosecrans' s army split and set out for 

Chattanooga by separate routes. In early 

September, Rosecrans consolidated his 

forces scattered in Tennessee and Geor-

gia and forced Bragg's army out of 

Chattanooga, heading south. The Union 

troops followed it and brushed with it at 

Davis' Cross Roads. Bragg was deter-

mined to reoccupy Chattanooga and 

decided to meet a part of Rosecrans's 

army, defeat them, and then move back 

into the city. On the 17th he headed 

north, intending to meet and beat the 

XXI Army Corps. As Bragg marched 

north on the 18th, his cavalry and infan-

try fought with Union cavalry and 

mounted infantry which were armed 

with Spencer repeating rifles. Fighting 

began in earnest on the morning of the 

19th, and Bragg's men hammered but 

did not break the Union line. The next 

day, Bragg continued his assault on the 

Union line on the left, and in late morn-

ing, Rosecrans was informed that he had 

a gap in his line. In moving units to 

shore up the supposed gap, Rosencrans 

created one, and James Longstreet's men 

promptly exploited it, driving one-third 

of the Union army, including Rosecrans 

himself, from the field. George H. Thom-

as took over command and began consol-

idating forces on Horseshoe Ridge and 

Snodgrass Hill. Although the Rebels 

launched determined assaults on these 

forces, they held until after dark. Thomas 

then led these men from the field leaving 

it to the Confederates. The Union retired 

to Chattanooga while the Rebels occu-

pied the surrounding heights. 

Results:  Confederate Victory 

CWSAC Reference #: GA004 

Chickamauga 
4th Battle of the WBTS in Georgia 

Battle summery by the National Parks Service 

From the wikipedia.org website 

and contains a complete fitted-out interior 

that shows all shipboard details; she was 

constructed entirely by volunteers from 2002 

through 2009. Neuse is the only Confederate 

ironclad that has a historic, full-size replica 

on display. 

Since April 2002 Neuse's sister ironclad, CSS 

Albemarle has had a 3⁄8 scale replica, 63 feet 

(19 m) long, at anchor near the Port O' Plym-

outh Museum in Plymouth, North Carolina. 

This ironclad replica is self-powered and 

capable of sailing on the river. 

CSS Neuse Replica 
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We’re on the Web! 

www.campjoewheeler.org 

«AddressBlock»  Mailing 

Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

by David Markiewicz / The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Our April meeting, held on April 12, 

2016 at the Masonic Lodge, was our 

Annual Open House where members 

brought and displayed their private col-

lections of Confederate artifacts and 

memorabilia.  This years event was a 

great success with many displays taking 

up most of the meeting hall’s space. 

The Last Meeting 

In addition to the artifact displays, Com-

mander Maxey and Adjutant Camp present-

ed membership papers to Compatriot Mor-

gan Reeves.  (pictured at left)  Morgan was 

inducted at our Lee-Jackson Dinner in Jan-

uary but his membership certificate had not 

arrived in time to present then.  Again con-

gratulations and welcome to Camp 863, 

Morgan. 

Thanks goes out to all the members who 

shared their artifact and memorabilia dis-

plays some of which are pictured here.  All 

enjoyed seeing them. 

 By; J. H. Underwood, editor 


