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Inside this issue: 

RICHMOND, Va. – The last 
Confederate flag was not low-
ered at Appomattox when Gen. 
Robert E. Lee surrendered the 
Army of Northern Virginia on 
April 9, 1865.  
 

Several Confederate armies 
were still in the field, the last 
standing being that led by Brig. 
Gen. Stand Watie, who surren-
dered his small army of Con-
federate Cherokee, Creek, 
Seminole and Osage Indians on 
June 23 at what is known today 
as Doaksville, Okla. 
 

The last flag lowered by a Con-
federate military force, howev-
er, was the flag of the com-
merce raider CSS Shenandoah, 
which came down on Nov. 6, 
1865, when Capt. James I. 
Wadell surrendered his ship to 
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only after being partially 
folded. 
 

The flag was donated to the 
predecessor of the museum in 
1873, according to museum 
public relations manager Sam 
Craghead. 
 

The CSS Shenandoah was 
built in Liverpool as a pas-
senger and cargo ship and 
launched Aug. 17, 1863, un-
der the name Sea King. On its 
maiden voyage and several 
trips like it, the Sea King 
transported British troops to 
New Zealand for the Maori 
War there. 
 

Following a change of own-
ers, Confederate agents pur-
chased the Sea King in secret 
on Oct.18, 1864. The secrecy 
was necessary because Great 
Britain was officially neutral 
in the American Civil War 
and not supposed to provide 
weapons to the belligerents. 
 

A day later the new Confed-
erate owners changed the 
ship’s name to Shenandoah 
and raised the fledgling na-
tion’s flag, the so-called 
“Stainless Banner” or Second 
National pattern flag.  
The ship had already rendez-
voused at the Madeira Islands 
with a steamer carrying Con-
federate naval officers plus 
the guns, ammunition and 
stores to convert the mer-

Last Lowered Confederate Flag Seen 

On 150th Anniversary Of Surrender  

British authorities in 
Liverpool, England. 
 

That same flag was put 
on public display for 
only the second time on 
Nov. 6 at the Museum of 
the Confederacy, which 
is part of Richmond’s 
American Civil War 
Museum. 
The 136 by 88 inches 
flag was displayed flat on 
a huge table in the muse-
um’s lobby from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.  
 

Conservator Cathy 
Wright said visitors 

wanting to see the flag queued 
up outside 30 minutes before 
the museum opened. Some 
even traveled to Richmond 
just to see the flag. 
Wright said the flag display 
closed two hours before the 
museum did because of the 
time required to carefully fold 
the flag while placing non-

acidic tissue paper between 
the folded sections, in prepa-
ration for storing it again with 
the other approximately 550 
Confederate flags in the mu-
seum’s collection. 
 

She said that the flag was not 
put in a wall display case be-
cause of its size. 
The last time the flag was 
shown was in the museum’s 
Confederate Navy exhibit 
from 2005-2008. It was in a 
wall display case then, but 

Museum conservator Cathy Wright, left, 

and visitor Mark K. Greenough look at 

the huge flag of the CSS Shenandoah 

that the Museum of the Confederacy 

displayed on Nov. 6, the 150th anniver-

sary of the flag being lowered for the 

last time in Liverpool, England, when 

Capt. James I. Wadell, CSN, surren-

dered his ship to British authorities.  
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you’ll enjoy hearing him. We will also present 
the Compatriot of the year and the Man of the 

year awards to those you elected. 

  

The New Year 2016 is upon us, we have a lot 
to do to protect our Southern Heritage. I’ll be 
looking forward to seeing each of you there to 

shake your hand. 

  

Un l then have a “Dixie” day, 

  

John Maxey, Cmdr. 

meal. 

  

At our last meeting we had a very good 
mini-program delivered to us by our own 
Dennis Myers. Our mini-programs are al-
ways good,  what we get to hear is History 
first-hand. You gentlemen at Camp #863 do 

a great job of it. 

  

We had several visitors in the December 
meeting. They were Mr. Tony Ford, Mr. 
Morgan Reeves, Mr. Jack Wilson and Mr. 
James Martin. We do hope that they will 

visit us again. 

  

Also at our Banquet, the guest speaker that 
evening will be Mr. Bob Collins. I know 

Southern Gentle-

men, 

  

 I hope that each of 
you enjoyed a won-
derful Christmas 
and a Happy New 
Year. I still can’t 
get used to the 70 

plus degree weather we are having. Anoth-

er good reason to be in the South. 

  

 As announced, there will be no meeting on 
the 12th of January this month. Our ban-
quet on the 16th of January, at 7:00 PM 
will be our monthly gathering. Those of 
you that are planning to attend to attend 
please let Camp Adj. Steve Camp before 
the 10th of January so we can order the 
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By: Commander John Maxey 

Pastor John Weaver will be the key-
note speaker for the event. His talk 
will be about the Christian character 
of General Robert E. Lee. 
Musket and cannon firing will com-

mence after the program.  

Clark Street and Green Street at 
10:30 and the parade starts promptly 
at 10:45. The Legislative Chambers 
will open at 10:00 for non marchers. 
Address:    120 S Clark St, 
Milledgeville, Georgia  
 

Saturday,     
January 16, 
2016.  Marchers 
are to assemble 
at the Old Gov-
ernor's mansion 
at the corner of 

chant ship into a warship. 
 

The CSS Shenandoah wreaked havoc in 
the Northern Pacific, destroying most of 
the Union’s whaling fleet there, captur-
ing a total of 38 ships during its voyage 
from England. 
Lacking the 20th century marvel of 
wireless radio, the CSS Shenandoah was 
in the dark about the fate of the Confed-
eracy and kept fighting long after the 
last Confederate soldiers surrendered. 
Only on Aug. 3 did Captain Wadell re-
ceive a reliable report from a British 

merchant ship that the war was over. 
 

Rather than face trial and execution as a 
pirate if he surrendered his ship in an 
American port, which all Confederate 
privateers and commerce raiders risked, 
Waddell disarmed and returned the ship 
to England and turned her over to local 
British authorities. 
The ship was handed over to Union 
officials in England who attempted to 
send it to the United States. A bad 
storm in the Atlantic caused it to return 

to England, where it was sold to the Sul-
tan of Zanzibar. Eventually the ship sank 
in the Sultan’s service while going to 
Bombay (Mumbai), India, for repairs in 

1872.  

 

 

 

 

Last Lowered Confederate Flag Seen On 

150th Anniversary Of  Surrender 

The Georgia Division's Annual  
Robert E. Lee Birthday Celebration  
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Compatriot Locates 3rd Great Grandfather 

He was from Brooks, Georgia,  born 

February 8, 1838 and died August 14, 

1900 . He is buried in the old Brooks 

cemetery in Brooks Ga.  

Quartermas-

ter Tommy 

Cook and 

Jimmy 

placed a CSA 

Cross at his 

grave on 

12/19/15 with 

the mayor of 

Brooks, 

Mayor Dan-

iel C. Lang-

ford Jr. A 

special thanks to General Mclaws 

Camp #79  in Fayetteville, Georgia 

for the help setting up the meeting. 

Congratulations to Compatriot 

Jimmy Chappell for locating his 

3x Great Grandfather R.J. Chap-

pell who was in the 53rd Georgia 

Infantry Regt, Company G.  

Notes, index, 2015, University Press of 
Kansas, www.kansaspress.ku.edu, Vol. 
1: April 1861-July 1863. 488 pp. $45. 
Vol. 2: August 1863-April 1865. 600 

pp. $50. 

It is a book reviewer’s rare treat to ap-
proach a title so important, so often 

cited, that one has only to quote previ-

ous scholars in order to describe it. 

“As a day-by-day account of what one 
Richmonder close to important people 
and events thought and did, the work is 
unequaled,” Emory M. Thomas has 

written. 

“A mirror to the hopes and fears of the 
city in which he labored,” pronounced 
Douglas Southall Freeman. “No other 
work,” Patricia Faust has judged, “so 
thoroughly portrays the social, econom-
ic, and political trials of a nation strug-
gling to survive.” In 1960 Ralph New-
man and E. B. Long listed it in the 

“Basic Civil War Library.” 

We’re talking, of course, about A Rebel 
War Clerk’s Diary by John Beauchamp 
Jones. Originally published in 1866, 
Jones’ diary was one of the earliest first-
person accounts of the war written by a 

Southerner. 

The author was born in Baltimore in 
March 1810. When war came he was too 
old for the army but secured a clerkship 

in the War Department. 

His real aim was to keep a detailed jour-
nal of all that he observed in the Confed-
erate capital. For every day of the war, 
Jones recorded what he saw and heard, 

writing intelligently and often colorfully. 

He cited official reports, letters received, 
newspapers, and all manner of hearsay 
and gossip. In February 1863 he men-
tioned Joe Johnston’s dissatisfaction with 
his new Western command. On July 6 
word on the street had it that Gen. Robert 
E. Lee in Pennsylvania had won a great 

victory (“the enemy was annihilated”). 

As Freeman observed, the war clerk 
quoted messages from Lee that aren’t 
even in the Official Records. (One is a 
report of John Imboden’s victory at 
Charlestown in October 1863.) In his 

A Rebel War Clerk’s Diary at the Confederate State 

Capital 

By; J. H. Underwood, editor and Comp. Jimmy Cheppell 

By: J. B. Jones, New Edition Book  Review by:  Stephen Davis 
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penultimate 
entry, April 
17, 1865, 
Jones wrote, 
“I never 
swore alle-
giance to the 
Confederate 
States Gov-
ernment, but 
was true to 

it.” 

After Appo-
mattox Jones edited his opus and found 
a publisher before he died in February 
1866. Lippincott of Philadelphia printed 
it in two volumes later that year. Since 
then, Jones’s diary has been republished 

four times (1935, 1958, 1982 and 1993). 

This new edition, wonderfully edited by 

James I. “Bud” Robertson Jr., is by far 
the best. Fully 2,700 endnotes, adding 
200 pages to Jones’s text, show the edi-
tor’s erudition and eye for detail.  
Robertson corrects Jones when he is 
wrong and offers helpful background on 
people and events mentioned by the dia-

rist. 

It is Jones’s own writing that remains the 
gem. Allan Nevins, Robertson and Bell I. 
Wiley in their Civil War Books (1969) 
observed that the diary is “marred by the 
author’s strong prejudices and his editing 
of the narrative after the events de-
scribed.” Neither of these qualms should 

deter readers. 

You want strong prejudices? Take a look 
at The Diary of Edmund Ruffin, edited 
by William Kauffman Scarborough (3 
vols., 1972-89). It is precisely Ruffin’s 

strong prejudices that make his diary so 

much fun to read. 

And postwar editing? C. Vann Wood-
ward concludes that today’s accepted 
version of Mary Boykin Chesnut’s fa-
mous journal was written during 1881-

84, which fact has done nothing to di-
minish the appeal and value of A Diary 

from Dixie. 

It is also the book reviewer’s rare pleas-
ure to summon superlatives when a 
masterpiece comes along. Robertson’s 
edition of A Rebel War Clerk’s Diary 
ranks among the richest and most re-
warding books in the genre of Confed-

erate diaries and journals. 

Stephen Davis 

 

A Rebel War Clerk’s Diary at the Confederate State 

Capital  
By J. B. Jones, New Edition Book  Review by:  Stephen Davis (Continued from Page 3.) 


