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Coming Events
November 10, 2015 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
December 8, 2015 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
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mance in the Mexican War, the
Old Guard received its unique
name from General Winfield
Scott during a victory parade in
Mexico City in 1847. The Old
Guard has a long history of service to the U.S., from the Revolutionary War to the Iraq War.

Tomb Guards are handpicked and
rigorously trained. The duty at the
Tomb is not for everyone, with the
majority of soldiers who begin
Tomb Guard training failing.
Tomb Guards describe their service as a privilege and an honor,
and are undeniably proud of their
service. They are part of an unbroken chain of soldiers dating back
to 1926. The ideals of the Tomb
became the Guidepost for their
lives, as well as a motivating factor and measuring stick for future
endeavors.

Since World War II, the Old
Guard has served as the official
"U.S. Honor Guard" unit and
"Escort to the President", as well
as maintaining its certification as
an infantry unit for combat roles.
In that capacity, Old Guard soldiers are responsible for conducting military ceremonies at the
White House, Arlington National
Cemetery (ANC), Pentagon,
national memorials and elsewhere in the nation’s capitol. In
addition, these soldiers defend
civil authorities in Washington
D.C. and support overseas contingency missions. The Old
Guard recruits soldiers based on
certain intangible traits, and with
requirements for height and
weight, physical fitness, aptitude
scores, and conduct. These soldiers are considered to be the

The Sentinel’s Creed is the Tomb
Guard standard. The 99 words of
the creed capture the true meaning
of their duty. You will often hear
the words “Line-6” proudly uttered
by Tomb Guards as they converse
with each other or with their chain
of command.
Tomb Guards are part of the 3rd
U.S. Infantry Regiment "The Old
Guard". The Old Guard is the oldest active infantry unit in the military, in service to the U.S. since
1784. After a valorous perfor-
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The U.S. Army Drill Team
The U.S. Army Continental Color Guard
The U.S. Caisson Platoon
Presidential Salute Battery
Pershing's Own
The Old Guard Fife and Drum
Corps
and the most recognized platoon:
The Tomb
The Tomb is comprised of three
Tomb squads "reliefs", 1st,
2nd and 3rd Reliefs, each
with 5-8 soldiers. The reliefs are organized based on
height, so that the Tomb
Guards are similar in size
during the Changing of the
Guard. Although the Sergeant of the Guard can organize reliefs based operational needs.

•

The mission of the Tomb platoon
is:
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Southern
tlemen,

Gen-

Our October meeting was really enjoyable. We had the
pleasure of swearing in another new
member,
Chad
Elliot, who also
gave us our Miniprogram for the evening. We always enjoying hearing about our Confederate Ancestors who held their heads up during and
after the War for Independence.
Compatriot Mike Sewick presented a
presentation saber to Mr. Hanson Boyd,
who has been in several motion pictures as
a Confederate Solider. We hope that he and
his family will be regular at all of our camp
meetings.

Compatriot Don Meyer brought up the idea
of having camp cards we can pass out to
people that might be interested in coming to
visit us at Joe Wheeler. It sounded like a
very good way to get more people to show
up for our meetings.

By: Commander John Maxey

Russell Tonning, Brent Boling, Mark Camp,
Mike Griffin, Gene Wade, Chad Elliot, Barry
James, Past Cmdr. Joe Underwood, Larry
Cornwell and Mike Sewick. These men did a
wonderful job of selling books and CD’s and
offering information to dozens of people at the
festival about the War. And who would have
ever dreamed that you could sell a fork-lift
pallet for $35.00. You gentlemen did an A-1
job.
Our next meeting will be this November 10th
at 7:30 PM. Hope to see all of you there. Our
guest speaker will be a retired Guard of the
Tomb of the Unknown Solider. This will be a
program you don’t want to miss.

The weather for the Old Town Festival was
just perfect. I offer a hardy thank you to the
men (and ladies) that came and helped
make the event a real success. They were
Lt. Cmdr. Jerry New, Adj. Steve Camp,

Until then have a “Dixie” day,
John L. Maxey, Cmdr.

Two Upcoming SCV Events
News Release by the Georgia Division

Here are two SCV events scheduled
for this coming weekend as the Georgia
Division continues to promote the true
history of the south by erecting new
monuments and remembering our heroes.
NEW MONUMENT DEDICATION
Everyone is invited to attend the

NICHOLSON HISTORIC MONUMENT
DEDICATION
CEREMONY
TO HONOR AND GLORIFY
CONFEDERATE VETERANS
THAT FOUGHT SO VALIANTLY FOR
THE SOUTH
DURING THE WAR FOR SOUTHERN
INDEPENDENCE.

The impressive 11 foot monument has 95
names
and units of area Confederate Veterans.
Saturday October 31st- 1:30 p.m.
Nicholson Community Center
129 Lakeview Drive. Nicholson GA.
30565
Featuring....

Tomb Guard to visit Camp 863
Article from the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier website and Past Commander J. H. Underwood

•

•

Responsible for maintaining the highest
standards and traditions of the United
States Army and this Nation while
keeping a constant vigil at this National
Shrine, and;
Whose special duty is to prevent any
desecration or disrespect directed toward the Tomb.

To become a Tomb Guard, an Old Guard
soldier must volunteer by applying for appointment to the Tomb through the Sergeant
of the Guard. To be considered for an appointment, the soldier must be highly moti-

vated and disciplined, and possess a strong
military bearing and soldierly appearance.
If appointed, the soldier is assigned to the
Tomb for an initial two week training period. The period focuses on basic Changing
of the Guard sequences, uniform preparation, and memorization of a basic
"knowledge" packet about the Tomb and
ANC. At the conclusion of the two weeks,
the soldiers are tested in these areas. If they
pass, they are assigned to one of three reliefs as a trainee for an intense training period. If they fail, they are assigned back to
their company.
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Compatriots, we are honored to have William
Herbert (Herb) Smith, Tomb Guard #70, as
our guest speaker at our upcoming November
meeting. Herb is a long time resident of Conyers and a graduate of Rockdale County High
School (1965). Herb was a Sentinel and Commander of the 2nd Relief from March 1968
through April 1969.
Please join Commander Maxey and I at our
November 10th meeting to welcome Herb and
hear his presentation on The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
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Two Upcoming SCV Events
Well known Speakers
Period Re-enactors
Cannon & Musket salutes
Reception & Refreshments
Whether you had descendants in the
War from the area, or just interested in
Southern History, you will appreciate
this occasion.

ANNUAL WIRZ MEMORIAL SERVICE ANDERSONVILLE
SUNDAY NOV. 1 AT 2 PM.
James W. King--Sons of Confederate
Veterans (SCV) Camp 141 Commander
Albany Georgia 229-854-1944
jkingantiquearms@bellsouth.net

A "Meet &
Greet" meal
will be held at
the technical
college 6 miles
south of Andersonville at
11:30 AM for
the Kennedy
brothers
(authors book
"The South
Was Right")
and great
nephew of
Capt. Wirz,
Col. Heinrich
Wirz from
Switzerland who are attending.
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News Release from the Georgia Division
(Continued from page 2.)

Service will be held Sunday Nov.1
at Andersonville Georgia. Capt. Wirz was
commandant of the Andersonville POW
camp in 1864-65. The band "A Joyful
Noise" will play period Confederate and
Southern Gospel music from 2 to 3 PM.
The formal service begins at 3 PM. The
primary speaker will be Ronald Kennedy,
co-author of the book "The South Was
Right". This is the 150th year of the unconstitutional Military Tribunal farce trial and
hanging of Capt. Henry Wirz based on
perjury and lies. Americus Sumter County
Georgia SCV Camp 78 has held an annual
memorial service for Capt. Wirz each year
beginning in 1974. This 150th year event
will be the highlight. Col. Heinrich Wirz
(retired-Swiss Army), great nephew of
Capt.
Henry
Wirz
is
coming
from Switzerland to attend. Your attendance and participation is encouraged.

The Annual Capt. Henry Wirz Memorial

SCV Responds to Attempt to Place MLK Statue on
Stone Mountain
By: Georgia Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans

(ATLANTA - October 12, 2015) The
Georgia Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans responded today to the proposal by the Stone Mountain Memorial
Association to erect a monument to MLK,
former black civil rights activist. This decision by the Stone Mountain Memorial Association is wholly inappropriate in that it is
an intentional act of disrespect toward the
stated purpose of the Stone Mountain memorial from its inception as well as a possible violation of the law which established
the Stone Mountain Memorial Association
and charged it with promoting the mountain
as a Confederate memorial.
The Venable family, which owned Stone
Mountain in the early 1900's, leased the

face of the mountain to the United Daughters
of the Confederacy in 1916 for the purpose
of creating a carved memorial to the Confederacy. The UDC contracted Gutzon Borglum, who later sculpted the Mount Rushmore carving; after the work was halted due
to a disagreement with Borglum, the carving
remained unfinished for several decades. As
the state began to discuss interest in reviving
the memorial project as a state project, the
Venable family deeded the land to the Stone
Mountain Confederate Memorial, Inc. in
1956. Two years later, in 1958, the state of
Georgia purchased Stone Mountain; and the
General Assembly created the Stone Mountain Memorial Association expressly to
maintain the mountain and all adjacent property as a Confederate memorial and complete a portion of the original design for the
carving.
The act of the General Assembly which
created the Stone Mountain Memorial Association specifically states the park, including
both the mountain and all adjacent property,
is to be maintained and operated as a Confederate memorial (OCGA 12-3-191). The
erection of monuments to anyone other than
Confederate heroes in Stone Mountain Park
is in contradistinction to the purpose for
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which the park exists and would make it a
memorial to something different. The park
was never intended to be a memorial to multiple causes but solely to the Confederacy. Therefore, monuments to either Dr. Martin Luther King or to soldiers who fought
against the Confederacy would be a violation
of the purpose for which the park was created
and exists. The opinions of the park's current
neighbors and opponents are of no bearing in
the discussion.
Furthermore, the erection of a monument to
anything other than the Confederate Cause
being placed on top of Stone Mountain because of the objections of opponents of Georgia's Confederate heritage would be akin to
the state flying a Confederate battle flag atop
the King Center in Atlanta against the wishes
of King supporters. Both would be altogether
inappropriate and disrespectful acts, repugnant to Christian people.
For more information about the Sons of Confederate Veterans or any of this year's planned
events to commemorate the Sesquicentennial
of the War, contact the Georgia SCV at 404271-8473 or online at
www.GeorgiaSCV.org
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“The Last Mee ng”
By; J. Markiewicz
H. Underwood,
Commander
by David
/ ThePast
Atlanta
Journal-Constitution

Station, MalAt the last meeting
vern Hill
of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Crampton’s
Wheeler Camp 863,
Gap, SharpsOctober 13, 2015, we
burg, Frederinducted another
icksburg,
member into our
Chancellorsranks. He is Mr.
ville, GettysChad Elliott and he
burg and
joins us through his
Chattanooga
ancestor, Corporal
before
being
promoted
to
Corporal.
Then
John Shirley Elliott, Company F, 53rd
Corporal
Elliott
participated
in
the
WilGeorgia Infantry Regiment.
derness Campaign, the battles of Cold
Harbor, and Cedar Creek where he was
Not only was Chad inducted into the
wounded, captured by the Yankees, and
SCV at the meeting, He also presented sent to Point Lookout, Maryland as a
a very moving mini-program on the
POW.
life of John Shirley Elliott, covering it
from his birth in 1827 to his marriage
He was released by the Yankees in July of
in 1846 to Mary Bledsoe through his
military service which began in 1862, 1865 and made the long walk home to
Georgia where he died on July 26, 1907.
to his death in 1907.
Chad noted that Private John Elliott
saw action at the Battles of Savage

In addition to Chad’s induction and miniprogram, our guest Mr. Mike Sewick, past
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Commander of Gen. James Longstreet Camp 1289, presented a commemorative
sward to Compatriot Hanson
Boyd for his
many years of
living the
charge, supporting the Sons of
Confederate Veterans and his
reenactment
company, honoring our Confederate ancestors
by keeping their memory alive.
Thanks Mike, for choosing our camp
to honor Hanson this way.
Don’t forget, our next meeting on November 10, 2015 will feature guest
speaker Herb Smith, Tomb Guard at
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

