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Confederate warship, weapons
recovered from Georgia river
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The CSS Georgia was built
for the Confederacy in 1862,
but it ended up being too
heavy to be powered under
its own steam through the
tidal waters of the Savannah River. Consequently,
the vessel became a floating
battery anchored upstream,
helping to protect the city of
Savannah from the Union's
navy.
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Coming Events
October 13, 2015 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
November 10, 2015 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
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“The Last Meeting”

Officials decided to remove
the sunken ship before the
start of a joint state and federal project to deepen the
Savannah River's shipping
channel from 42 feet to 47
feet (12.8 to 14.3 m). The
channel deepening will allow
giant cargo ships to more
easily enter the Savannah
port, according to the United
States Army Corps of Engineers.

Government officials are pulling approximately 250,000
lbs. (113,000 kilograms) of the
warship CSS Georgia's armored siding — the ship's
skeleton — from the Savannah River.
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Internet article by: Elizabeth Goldbaum

“Workday at Middlebrooks”

evident in everything we do,"
Jason Potts, the U.S. Navy's
on-scene commander, said on
Aug. 12, the Associated
Press reported.

The armored husk of a Confederate warship is being
raised out of the depths of a
Georgia river, 150 years after
the ship's crew deliberately
sunk it.
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Crews are raising the Civil
War-era ship's remains in
10,000-lb. (4,500 kg) chunks
that measure about 4 feet tall
by 24 feet wide (1.2 by 7.3
meters). The siding is the last
major ship part remaining in
the water; Navy divers began
retrieving the ship's unexploded shells, cannons and other
artifacts in late June.

CSS Georgia
The ironclad gunboat owes
its existence to the so-called
Ladies Gunboat Society in
Savannah, which was made
up of a group of merchants'
wives, among other likeminded women, who raised

By: Editor J. H. Underwood

"The historical significance is
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The CSS Georgia spent only
three years floating before it
was banished to the bottom
of the river. When Union
Gen. William T. Sherman
approached in 1864, the
Confederate troops decided
to sink the CSS Georgia
rather than see it usurped
by their enemy.
Recovery
More than 150 years later,
archaeologists are examining sections of the 1,200-ton
frame to learn how the Confederacy managed to build
ships and other war machines without an industrial
base.
"A lot of these ironclads are
built by house carpenters;
they're not built by shipwrights," Jeff Seymour, a
historian and curator for the
National Civil War Naval
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Southern
Gentlemen,

Hope all of you
are enjoying this
cool weather as
much as I am.
Fall of the year is
another reason to
be thankful for being a Southerner.
Only our section of the country has this
beautiful time to be outside.

During our last meeting we had the
great occasion to swear in three new
members. Compatriots Lanny Correll,
Shane Correll and Michael Griffin. We

offer all three of these Southern men a
warm welcome here at Joe Wheeler
Camp #863.

Our next meeting will be October 13th.
Our mini-program that evening will be
presented by Mr. Chad Elliot. Chad
will also be sworn into our Camp that
meeting. I know you’ll enjoy it.

Compatriot Don Meyer will bring a
new idea to the camp about increasing
our membership. I know we’ll like
hearing what Don has for us.

By: Commander John Maxey

We have a lot to cover that evening. Also
the 24th of this month is the Old Town
Festival here in Conyers. We have some
details to announce.

I hope to see all of you there on the 13th.

Until then have a “Dixie” day,

John L. Maxey,
Commander

Tomb Guard to visit Camp
By: J. H. Underwood, Editor

Serving at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier is a defining period in the
lives of Tomb Guards. Although Tomb
Guards come from every state in the
United States of America and every
walk of life, they are forever bonded
through their shared experience of
service at the Tomb. A strong bond is
formed through an extremely de-

manding and humbling experience.
Tomb Guards are handpicked and rigorously
trained. The duty at the Tomb is not for everyone, with the majority of soldiers who
begin Tomb Guard training failing. Tomb
Guards describe their service as a privilege
and an honor, and are undeniably proud of
their service. They are part of an unbroken

chain of soldiers dating back to 1926. The
ideals of the Tomb becomes the Guidepost
for their lives, as well as a motivating factor
and measuring stick for future endeavors.
Tomb Guard #70 will be the guest speaker at
our November 10th meeting. Watch for
more information in next months issue of
this newsletter and don’t miss the November
meeting.

Confederate warship, weapons recovered
Internet article by: Elizabeth Goldbaum
from Georgia river
techniques? They vary from ship to
ship."
Underwater archaeologists prepared
the ship prior to its extraction, and
Navy divers raised 132 unexploded cannonballs and rifled shells that were scattered
across the wreckage site. The divers also
recovered four cannons weighing 1,000 to
10,000 lbs. (450 to 4,500 kg) each.
Museum in Columbus, Georgia, told
the AP. "So what are the construction

A flywheel, a pump, sections of the steamship's boiler and the ship's intact propeller
were also recovered, according to the AP.
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"We don't just simply want to
bring it all back to the surface," Potts said.
"We want to bring it back intact, so we go to
the maximum effort to make sure we don't rip
these things apart on the way up."
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Workday at Middlebrooks
By; Editor and Past Commander J. H. Underwood

an hour and thirty minuets. Thanks Barry and Brent
for your help.
A “Thank You” also goes out to Quartermaster Tommy
Cook and Compatriot Jimmy Chappell who sprayed
brush killer along the wall two weeks prior to our cutting. Got it looking good, guys!

MIDDLEBROOKS CEMETERY: Saturday, September 12, compatriots Brent Boling, Barry James and
Joe Underwood met at the Middlebrooks Cemetery on
Highway 81 with weed eaters, lawn mower and yard
tools to bring the cemetery back to the condition we
left it in June. The grass was knee high, but with a
cool day to work, the three of us had it looking good in

Georgia Division Announcements:
By: Division Cmdr. Jack Bridwell and Division Adjutant Tim Pilgram

Brothers,
After several weeks delay, we will have
our SCV Tags issued again! They
should be avaible by the end of this
month. Special thanks to Adjutant,
Tim Pilgrim, Judge Advocate, Dan
Coleman, 8th Brigade Commander,
Charlie
Parks, and a super yell out to our legal
representative, Compatriot Martin
O'Toole. After several meetings with
the DOR Chairperson and her staff,
we were summoned to return 9/22/2015
where we were informed that the AG's
office and the DOR's attornies were satisfied with our reports and they
were re-issuing our tags.
Give the individual tag offices a few
days, then we can obtain new tags
without the subdued Battle Flag in the
background but with our logo. We
will still be able to retain the ones we
presently have on our vehicles.
If you don't have an SCV tag, get off your
duff and order one! It helps
The Cause!

Jack Bridwell,
Georgia Div. Cmdr. SCV

Gentlemen,
We have some good news to share. Commander Bridwell, Martin O'Toole and
myself met with the Georgia Department
of Revenue Commissioner Lynne Riley,
Deputy Commissioner Graham and their
General Counsel today per their request to
discuss the Georgia Division's Specialty
Tag package / contract we submitted on
August 3. The mee ting went very well,
they have agreed to start to reissue our
specialty tag with the SCV logo prominently in place. The contract was signed
and stamped.
We did agree to remove the faded background as most of the Camps indicated
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that they
would be willing to do as long as the SCV
logo was in its place of prominence on the
tag. They also agreed to let us darken the
red in the logo to a deeper blood red. We
hope to have that completed by the end of
this week and our tag will start to be available to our membership and the citizens of
Georgia by next week.
We appreciate all your input and contacting Commissioner Riley to express your
concerns. We was told by Commissioner
Riley that our old friends Representative
Alan Powell alanpowell23@hotmail.com
of the Lieut. Dickson L. Baker Camp # 926
and Representative Tommy Benton tommy.benton@house.ga.gov of the General
T.R.R. Cobb Camp # 97 played a part of
helping us get this issue resolved. If you get
a chance please send them a note of thanks.
Also many many thanks to Compatriot
Martin O'Toole and Division Judge Advocate Dan Coleman for the many hours they
spent working on this matter for the Division.
Tim Pilgrim, Division Adjutant
Georgia SCV
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“The Last Mee ng”
By; J. Markiewicz
H. Underwood,
Commander
by David
/ ThePast
Atlanta
Journal-Constitution

2015, we will increase our ranks
even more. Providing all the paper work gets back from National
Headquarters, we will induct
three more new members into
Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler Camp
863 and the SCV. They are Mr.
Stephen Lewis O’Bot, Mr. Chad
S. Elliot and Mr. Scott Emerson.
Thank you gentlemen for joining
us during this time of such media
hype and attacks against our
southern heritage.

At the last
meeting of
Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler
Camp 863,
September 8,
2015, three
new members
were inducted
into our ranks.
They are (from right to left in
photo) Mr. Edward Lansing
Correll, his son Michael Shane
Correll and Mr. Michael Emerson Griffin.
Edward and Michael Correll join
our ranks through their ancestor,
Private Phillip Alexander Correll
of Company A, 20th North Carolina Infantry Regiment and Mike

Griffin honors his ancestor, joining
our ranks through Corporal John
Moon Griffin, Company G, 35th Georgia Infantry Regiment.

It is encouraging to have eight
new members in the last three
months. Keep up the good recruiting work, Compatriots, as this will
increase our voice at National and
the Georgia Division.

At our next meeting, October 13,

J. H. Underwood, Past Cmdr.
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