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Maj .  Gen.  Joseph Wheeler Camp #863,  Conyers ,  Ga.  

attack on the Wheatfield.  
Anderson's Georgians were 
part of Hood's division of 
Longstreet's First Corps . 
From the Pitzer School House 
Anderson's brigade marched 
southeast 1,400 yards into a 
position across the Emmits-
burg Road in Bieseker's 
Woods, arriving there ap-
proximately mid-afternoon. 
Four brigades were placed 
into two lines. Evander Law's 
Alabama regiments occupied 
the far right of the first line, 
with Jerome B. Robertson's 
brigade on the left of the first 
line. Approximately 200 yards 
behind this first line was Brig. 
Gen. Henry L. Benning's bri-
gade of four Georgia regi-
ments (2nd, 15th, 17th, and 
20th Georgia) on the right and 
Anderson's(GA)brigade(9th, 
8th, 11th, and 59th) on the 
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Coming Events 

May 8 & 9, 2015 - 150th Anni-

versary Weekend - Irwinville 

& Fitzgerald, Georgia 

May 12, 2015 - Regular      

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

June 9, 2015 - Regular      

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

Continued on page 3. 

If you will help me over the fence, I 
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Inside this issue: 

July 2 would see some of the 
hardest fighting of the War. 
Confederates stormed Federal 
positions relentlessly, begin-
ning at 4 p.m. Gen. James 
Longstreet commented in later 
years that it was the best three 
hours fighting ever done by 
any troops on any battlefield. 
Lee's plan of attack called for 
an en echelon attack upon the 
Federal left flank, spearheaded 
by Longstreet's First Corps. 
Gen. John Bell Hood's division 
started the action by advancing 
upon the Union positions in 
Devils Den and Houck's Ridge. 
The fighting soon spilled over 
onto Little Round Top and 
John Rose's Wheatfield, and 
the division of Gen. Lafayette 
McLaws joined the fray. Briga-
dier General George Thomas 
"Tige" Anderson's brigade 
played an intriguing role in the 

left. Before long Law's and 
Robertson's brigades ad-
vanced against the Federal 
positions on the Round Tops 
and Devils Den. General 
Robertson, fighting near Lit-
tle Round Top, needed rein-
forcements and sent a mes-
senger to Longstreet. At the 
same time sent he sent to 
Generals Anderson and Ben-
ning, urging them to hurry up 
to his support. Anderson 
acted promptly, ordering his 
men forward, with one pri-
vate in the 8th Georgia recall-
ing that the line rose from the 
grass upon which they were 
resting and boldly marched to 
the field. These four Georgia 
regiments moved quickly and 
in good order across the Em-
mitsburg Road, into a field of 
wheat north of Slyder's Lane. 
As they continued for the 

May 2015 

With the setting of the sun on July 1, 1863, Gen. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia stood poised to strike a 
blow for Confederate freedom. His Army had driven Meade's 1st and 11th Corps back through Gettys-

burg, where they awaited reinforcements and more fighting.  
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Our Commanders’ Comments 
Again, I'd like to thank the Camp brothers for 
bringing and setting up the chairs. Past Com-
mander Tommy Cook and Jimmy Chappell put 
up new flags  at the Memorial Wall before the 
service. Gene Wade was our speaker, he did a 
great job telling the background of the Confed-
erates that are laid to rest there. He has done an 
awesome job of research to know all of this. 
Thanks Gene. 
 
Our next meeting will be on May 12th at 7:30 
pm. Hope to see each of you there. 
 
Until then have a "Dixie" day, 
 

John L. Maxey, Commander 

show. 
 
A special thanks to past commander Joe 
Underwood for taking his own display to 
the to the Rockdale Citizen for a personal 

interview. 

Also a tip of the hat to Compatriot Grady 
Dukes for inviting three American History 
teachers to attend. I believe they really en-
joyed the display. 
 
Our April 26th service at the Covington 
City Cemetery was also well attended and 
the  weather was nothing less than perfect. 

Southern Gentle-
men: 
 
Hope this issue of 
Gen. Joe's Dispatch 
finds all of you 
enjoying the beauti-
ful Spring weather 
here in the South. 
 
First of all let me 

thank each of you for the wonderful display 
of Confederate relics, from guns to money 
to pictures, at our April meeting. Your 
efforts and hard work made it a very nice 

By: Commander John Maxey 

hibits, tours of Civil War sites, arts & crafts, 
a marathon and “fun run”, Civil War reenac-
tor “living histories”, dedication events and 
much more to occur throughout the week-
end!  Visit www.CivilWarHeritageTrails.org 
for more details: 

gerald, Georgia are jointly commemorating 
this momentous history. President Davis, his 
family and most of his travel companions 
were captured at Irwinville by Federal cav-
alry in the early morning of May 10, 1865. 
About thirty years later, but only a few miles 
away, the new city of Fitzgerald was jointly 
founded by Federal and Confederate veter-
ans. The important and unique history of 
both communities makes this a commemora-
tion weekend you won’t want to miss! 
  
There will be special concerts, museum ex-

             
        
       
      
       
       
       
      
     

On Friday & Saturday, May 8th & 9th, 
exactly 150 years after the capture of Con-
federate President Jefferson Davis and the 
end of the Civil War, Irwinville and Fitz-

Article from: Civil War Trails website 

150th Anniversary Weekend: 
Jefferson Davis’s Capture and the End of the Civil War 

“As some camp members know, I have 

embarked on a mission to better identify 

the Confederate soldiers 

buried in the Confederate 

section of the Covington 

City Cemetery and the 

Confederate Soldier 

Cemetery on the Emory-

Oxford College campus at 

Oxford. I have made much 

progress but I have a long 

way to go. We have peri-

odic memorial services 

honoring those brave sol-

diers who once fought for the Confeder-

acy but we actually know little about 

the individual soldier, 

where they came from, the 

battles they fought or how 

they died.” 

This was a statement 
made by Camp Genealo-
gist Gene Wade in an arti-
cle published in the March 
2011 issue of this newslet-
ter.  Since then every is-
sue of “Gen. Joe’s Dis-

patch” has featured from one to three sol-
diers biographies bringing their stories 
alive through the hard work and countless 

hours of research by Compatriot Wade. 

We are pleased to announce that Gene’s 
work is now complete and has been com-
piled and published in the book 
“Confederate Cemeteries of Covington 
and Oxford”.  The Books will be avail-
able at our May 12th meeting for a $15.00 

donation to the Camp. 

 

New Book by Gene Wade 
By; Gene Wade & J. H. Underwood 
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If you will help me over the fence, I will try       

to go on . . . 
realizing the wound was serious, told his 
friend to lie down there and the litter corps 
would care for him. Stevens died at the 
spot and was buried there before the day 
was over.   
Excerpted from: ANDERSON ATTACKS 
THE WHEATFIELD by Jay Jorgensen  
 
POSTSCRIPT:  John Stevens was 

but one of a sea of Southern hu-

manity that perished during the 

War. He is typical of the caliber of 

Taken from “The Howling Dog” newsletter of the 16th Georgia, Volunteer 

Infantry Reg. “The Jackson Rifles”.  (Continued from page 1.) 

next 300 yards, they were exposed to the 
fire from Federal artillery, which caused 
several casualties.  Captain Hillyer came 
upon John Stevens of his regiment, who 
had been shot:  
"The bullet had gone through his 

clothes, and I had not noticed any 

wound. I said 'What's the matter John?' 

He didn't tell me he was wounded, or 

complain of his hurt, but he replied, 

'Captain, if you will help me over the 

fence, I will try to go on.'" Hillyer, then 

manhood we gratefully spend 

our lives remembering - espe-

cially each April. You, likely, 

have similar stories of your 

own ancestors Keep them alive 

while you can - as long as you 

can. Teach your children well, 

if they will be taught and 

never, ever, let the battle flag 

of your heart touch the ground.  

- Duke  

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. — Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe announced the preservation of 65 
core battlefield acres of the May 5, 1862, 
Battle of Williamsburg at a press conference 

on March 24. 

“I’m proud to say this is the single largest 
preservation milestone of this battlefield to 
date,” McAuliffe said. “What Anheuser-

Busch is doing here today is truly historic.” 

The land was donated to the Civil War Trust 
by the Anheuser-Busch Foundation. The 
Anheuser-Busch Companies Inc. have had a 
brewery in Williamsburg since 1972. The 
65 acres were part of the companies’ former 
Busch Gardens theme park. The press con-
ference was held at Kingsmill Resort, a 

former Anheuser-Busch property. 

The Trust has arranged for a local group, the 
Williamsburg Land Conservancy, to man-

age the donated property. 

“It’s a very special arrange-
ment to have the Trust and the 
Conservancy work together 
with the owner to make this 
possible,” said Travis 
Crayosky, chair of the Conser-

vancy’s board of directors. 

“Anheuser-Busch, coinciden-
tally, was founded by two 
Union veterans,” according to 
Trust President Jim 

Lighthizer. Founders Adolphus Busch and 
his father-in-law, Eberhard Anheuser, were 

members of the Missouri Volunteers. 

In his 15 years as Trust president, Lighthizer 
said, he knows of only two corporations 
which voluntarily donated land for historic 
preservation: Anheuser-Busch at Williams-
burg and Walmart at the Wilderness Battle-

field in Orange County, Va. 

In addition to Anheuser-Busch and the Con-
servancy, Lighthizer praised another local 
preservation group’s efforts to make the 
acquisition possible, the Williamsburg Bat-

tlefield Association. 

According to the association’s website, 
10,369 acres are associated with the Battle of 
Williamsburg — 342 are protected and only 

400 undeveloped acres remain. 

“This is ground that has seen a lot of history,” 
said Rick Shippey, senior general manager at 
the Anheuser-Busch Williamsburg brewery, 
who noted the company’s long history of 

supporting this country’s military. 

After the press conference McAuliffe, 
Lighthizer, Shippey and Virginia Secretary of 
Natural Resources Molly Ward signed the 
documents and a large, poster-size symbolic 

deed to finalize the transaction. 

Although the Williamsburg area is best 
known for its Colonial-era history as former 
capital of the British Colony of Virginia, there 

is also significant Civil War history. 

The Battle of Williamsburg was the first ma-
jor battle of the Peninsula Campaign. The 
Army of the Potomac under Maj. Gen. 
George B. McClellan landed at Fort Monroe 
and intended to march up the peninsula be-
tween the James and York rivers to seize the 

Confederate capital of Richmond. 

At Williamsburg, approximately 40,000 Un-
ion troops under Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker 
engaged Confederate Lt. Gen. James 
Longstreet’s 32,000 defenders. The Confeder-
ates fought, then retreated closer to Rich-
mond. Total casualties were nearly 4,000 

men. 

Article By: Scott C. Boyd from “The Civil War News” 

Anheuser-Busch Foundation Donates 65 Acres 

from Williamsburg Battlefield 
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Gov. Terry McAuliffe (far left), Civil War Trust President Jim Lighthizer (left), 

Anheuser Busch Brewery Senior General Manager Rick Shippey (right) and 

Virginia Secretary of Natural Resources Molly Ward (far right) sign copies of a 

resolution decreeing the donation of 65 acres of Anheuser Busch land to the 

Civil War Trust at a Tuesday ceremony. (Gregory Connolly/WYDaily)  
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“My nativity fixed 
my allegiance to 
Mississippi.  Be-
neath her soil my 
ancestors and my 
children slept in 
death.  All I held 
dear on earth fam-
ily, friends and 
property welded 
me to tthat soil by 
the strongest ce-
ment of nature.  
AHer God was my 
God; her people 
were my people; 
her interests wer 

my interests; her sympathies my sympathies.  
I could not, did not, deliberate after war was 
inaugurated and brought to her door sills.  I 
cast my lot with my mother Sate, and as she 
had crossed the Rubicon, I determined to 
march with her armies, whether her war path 

led to Rome or ruin. 

A partial record only of my experience in 
following the bloody paths of the armies of 

the South can be found in my annals of the 
“War on the Southern States” - enough to 
show the earnestness and fidelity with which I 
responded to the call made by Mississippi on 
her sons to defend her soil against Northern 

invasion. 

For over three years I shared the privations, 
the toils and dangers of war - in camp, on the 
march, and on the battlefield.  I watched and 
witnessed the martial prowess of my brave 
comrades in the field - the patient and devoted 
patriotism of our people in all the walks of 
life.  I saw them in want and poverty, strug-
gling and battling against the might numbers 
and inexhaustible resources of the North, 
cheered on by the misdirected sympathies of 
the world.  I saw them, inch by inch, yielding 
in the unequal contest.  I finally saw my native 
South fall beneath the iron heel of “stern, unre-
lenting, tyrannical military power”.  Our States 
prostrated, our houses sacked and devastated, 
our altars desecrated, and families impover-
ished.  Yet I have no regrets for the choice I 
then made between the Union and our local 
government; between the Federal and Confed-
erate Governments.  I am not conscious of a 

solitary dereliction of duty as an American 
citizen or soldier.  I only did my duty, and 
regret our failure.  Nor have those regrets been 
diminished by a decade of black thralldom 
under Yankee Tyranny, carpetbag thievery, 
and negro rule enforced by the fixed bayonets 
of the Federal Army, more ruinous to the 
South in the Waste and Destruction of her 
material resources than the carnage, flames 
and ravages of Civil War.  Though secession 
was the pretext, the excuse and the opportunity 
for the perfidy of emancipation, impartial his-
tory must yet decide, that sooner or later, the 
South would have been forced to resist by 
arms, or ignominiously succumb to the treach-

erous demands of the North.   

It is my philosophy that though the South lost 
all but honor to save that honor, it was better 

to have fought and lost than not to fight at all.” 

Brigadier General Benjamin Grubb 
Humphries,  1st Post-War Governor of Missis-

sippi.  August 26, 1808 - December 

From The Miss. Valley Historical Review; volume 21, 

Number 2, September 1934 
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