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If weather permits, on Saturday,
February 5, 2015, volunteers from
Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler Camp
863 Sons of Confederate Veterans,
will gather at the Colley-Hight
cemetery on Cochran Road in
Newton County to weed eat, remove any existing brush and clean
the headstones to honor George
Hewitt Daniel.
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Coming Events
February 7, 2015 - Work Party
at Colley-Hight Cemetery Cochran Road, Covington, Georgia.
February 10, 2015 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
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A genteel and sophisticated English émigré, Daniel had established a small grocery business in
Covington, acquired land, and
become thoroughly Southern in
his convictions. Twice married
but now widower, the fortyseven-year-old father of three
young daughters had been serving as adjutant of the 8th Regiment of Georgia militia in the
trenches north of Atlanta until
sometime after July 3, when he
came home on sick leave.

George Hewitt Daniel was
born October
2, 1816 in
England. He
married
Huldah Battle, who was
born on December 29, 1821 and died on April
25, 1857. The couple had four
daughters, the first two of whom
Emma May (1843- 1845), and
Mary Colley (1857), died in infancy. Little is known about his
younger daughters Emmareta
(1846-?), and Virginia (1850-?).
Daniel was a merchant and lived
with his wife in Covington, Georgia. He served in the 8th Georgia
Infantry (St. Guards) Company I.
Adj. from 1863-1864. George
Hewitt Daniel died on July 22,
1864 at the hand of Gen. Kenner
Garrard’s raiders from the 2nd
Cavalry Division of the 16 US
Army.

There are several versions of
what happened in Covington on
July 22, but the two earliest accounts insist Daniel had gone to
the depot to see his youngest
daughter off on the morning train
to Conyers. When word arrived
after her departure that the Yankees had captured the train, he
became frantic with fatherly concern. The two stories differ
slightly over just what happened
next, but everyone agrees Daniel
was “a very quiet, passionate
man . . . acting on the impulse of
the moment . . . a man of high
prejudice . . . desirous to carry
everything his own way.”
According to Allie Travis, a
nurse at one of the Covington
hospitals, the distraught father
vowed to rescue his daughter or
die trying. He was at the depot,
waiting for someone to bring him
his horse, when some of
Garrard’s men rode up, saw he
was wearing a cartridge box, and
took him prisoner.

The following is an accounting of
George Daniel’s death from pages
181 and 182 of “Sherman’s Horsemen” by Mr. David Evans.
-Quote - “As the last echoes of the
shot faded away, the Yankee scouts
stalked the hushed, expectant
streets. They wanted an eye for an
eye, and they found George Hewitt
Daniel.

The other account, printed only
two weeks after the event, maintained Daniel was still waiting
for his horse when a friend advised him his daughter was safe.
Greatly relieved, Daniel returned
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to his store but had scarcely
gotten inside when Yankee
troupers barged in and asked if
he was a soldier. When Daniel
admitted he was, his interrogators seemed skeptical. Two of
them went outside. “Who is this
man George Daniel?” they
demanded of a passerby. The
frightened civilian, perhaps
thinking the Yankees would make
prisoners of any Confederate
soldiers they found in Covington,
unwittingly sealed Daniel’s fate
by describing him as “a citizen
and merchant.”
“We’ll have that man to shoot.”
Declared one of he troopers.
Convening a mock trial, they
summarily convicted Daniel as a
bushwacker. Since a neighbor
had identified him as a civilian
rather than a soldier, his captors
refused to treat him as a prisoner of war. Instead, two of
them led Daniel to a grove of
oak trees on Colonel W. W.
Clark’s property and shot him
dead. Daniel’s three daughters
did not learn of the tragedy until
later that afternoon, when a
neighbor heard a Yankee soldier
say something about leaving “a
dead Reb in the woods.” - end
quote.
After reading that I am sure you
have no trouble seeing why
Quartermaster Tommy Cook
recommended we take on the
project of cleaning George Hewitt Daniel’s final resting place.
I hope to see you at the
Colley-Hight cemetery.

G E N . J O E ’ S D I SP A T C H
V O LU M E 1 0 , I S S U E 1 0
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Southern
Gentlemen,
Thanks to all of
you for having
chosen me as
your next commander. I want
each of you to
know that I do not take the position

lightly and will do my best
to live up to your expectations during
the next two years.
Camp #863 is a very good camp and
has been well led by Past-Commander
Joe Underwood. I know each of you
want to see it continue to grow. Each of
you keep in mind the charge given to us
by Gen. Stephen Lee.

By: Commander John Maxey

Our next meeting will be on Feb. 10th at
7:30 pm. I have several items I
need to bring before you for open discussion and your approval. I hope to
see you there.
"Have a Dixie day"
John L. Maxey
Commander

The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(86th & 87th Soldiers in the series)
Headstone at Oxford shows:
D. F. WELLS
CO. B 5 MISS
Actually:
D.F. WELLS
COMPANY K
5th MISSISSIPPI INFANTRY REGIMENT
This soldier enlisted at age 23 at Enterprise,
Mississippi as a private in Captain Z.
Booth's Company, Mississippi Volunteers
on July 20, 1861. This company, also called
the Scotland Guards, was primarily raised
in Neshoba County, Mississippi. The company was designated as company K and
became part of the 5th Mississsippi Regiment and entered state service as Company
K on July 23, 1861. It then entered Confederate service on October 18, 1861.
In an effort to get the company accepted
into state service, a Captain Cooper of the
Scotland Guards wrote Mississippi Gover-

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade

nor John J. Pettus a letter stating “The Scotland Guards are composed of the right kind
of material to open a Yankees bosom and
show his black heart”. Captain Cooper's
letter may not have been a consideration but
the company was accepted for service and
did plenty of fighting in the Army of Tennessee.
The first assignment of the 5th Mississippi
was at Warrington, Florida from about October through December 1861 and then at
nearby Pensacola, Florida in Jan-Feb 1861
and then at Iuka, Mississippi where it remained in garrison for several months.
Unfortunately the regimental records are
woefully incomplete but it appears that Private Wells was temporarily attached or assigned to the 14th Mississippi Infantry Regiment while the 5th Mississippi and the 14th
Mississippi, both now part of the Fourth
Brigade of the Army of Mississippi (later
part of Army of Tennessee), were co-located
near Pensacola. The 14th Mississippi was
sent to Fort Donelson, Tennessee to guard
the approaches to the Tennessee River. Perhaps Private Wells' skills as carpenter were
needed at Fort Donelson. Unfortunately, part

Editor’s Notes;
I want to thank all of you for the
outpouring of kindness you extended to my wife Pat and I at last
Saturday’s Lee-Jackson Dinner.
We were both overwhelmed by it
and I can’t thank you enough.
Congratulations John Maxey on becoming
our new Commander! I know ya’ll will join

of the 14th Mississippi, to include Private
Wells, was captured at Fort Donelson on February 16, 1862. He was sent to Camp Douglas, Illinois until he was forwarded to Vicksburg for exchange on September 2, 1862. It
appears Private Wells soon rejoined the 5th
Mississippi after his release. The service records of Private Wells during this period are
incomplete but most of his assignment after
his release included duty as a carpenter while
the regiment was stationed for much of 1863
at Bridgeport, Alabama, a key defensive area
on the Tennessee River.
During his absence from the 5th Mississippi,
Private Wells missed the battle of Shiloh
(April 6-7, 1862) but he is presumed to have
rejoined the 5th Mississippi in time for the
fighting at Perryville, Kentucky (Oct 8, 1862)
and Stones River (December 31, 1862). The
5th Mississipi was heavily engaged in the
fighting at Chicamaugua (September 19-20,
1863) where it was noted for gallantry. The
5th Mississippi fought well at Missionary
Ridge as part of Cheatham's Division. After
the retreat from Missionary Ridge, the regiment became part of Walker's Division and
then wintered at Dalton, Georgia.
Continued on page 3.

By: Newsletter Editor J. H. Underwood
me in extending your support to John and I
look forward to his leadership through the
2015/2016 term.
The next issue of “Gen. Joe’s Dispatch” will
have the last biography, by Compatriot
Gene Wade, of the soldier’s buried at Oxford
and Covington Cemeteries. The book will
be published soon and with that I will need
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content to fill this newsletter. Now that I am
Past Commander I do have more time to devote to this but I still need your help. Please
send me any information, articles, stories,
opinions or ideas that you want to see in the
newsletter and I will see that they are included. E-mail them to
joe@jonesmetalmolding.com .
J. H. Underwood, Editor

G E N . J O E ’ S D I SP A T C H
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(86th & 87th Soldiers in the series)
After spending winter camp near Dalton, the
regiment participated in numerous battles
starting with Resaca (May 13-15, 1864) and
many of the other battles of the Atlanta campaign. The 5th Mississippi eventually participated in the battle of Franklin and Chattanooga before the final surrender in North
Carolina but our private D. F. Wells was not
with them.
The soldier record for Private Wells stops
with the March-April 1864 muster roll which
indicates he was “Detailed as “infirmary
Corps”. It is unknown if this infirmary duty
was performed as a patient or as an assignment. Although his archives service record
does not indicate his fate, the Samuel Stout
records for Hood Hospital at Oxford shows
“Wells, D. F., Private, 5th Miss, Company K
was admitted to the Post Covington (Oxford)
Hospital on May 18, 1864. Another record of
the same hospital shows that “Wells, D. F,
Private, 5th Miss. died of on June 14,
1864 of pyemia. Pyemia was a type of
blood poisoning that was not understood during that time but was possibly the result of an infected gunshot
wound. Private Wells likely suffered
for almost a month from an infection
that could have been cured in a matter
of days had they had modern-day antibiotics.
The family of D. F. Wells could not be
determined nor could it be determined
what the initials D.F. stood for. There
was a D. F. Wells (farmer), age 21 and
born in Georgia found in the 1860 Federal
Census for Neshoba County. Mississippi.
This is the right age and was in Neshoba
County, Mississippi where Company K was
raised. This D.F. Wells is shown as living in
the household of a Jesse and Sarah Watkins,
their two children and another person named
Cicero McMichael who seems to be a
boarder. No family connection was found
between D. F. Wells and any other person in
this household or in the neighborhood so he
may also have been a boarder. It is interesting
that the McMichael person in this household
was shown to be a carpenter so perhaps that
is where our D. F. Wells learned his carpentry trade. There were several Wells families
in the area but no connection could be established nor could a family connection in Georgia be found.
Perhaps someday some Wells family member
will surface and help us to identify this brave
Confederate soldier.

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade

Headstone at Oxford shows:
T. E. WILSON
CO A, 32 TENN
Actually:
THOMAS E. WILSON
COMPANY E
32th TENNESSEE
INFANTRY REGIMENT
This soldier enlisted as a private on October
20, 1861 in Captain Hiram T. Hunnicut's Company, Tennessee Volunteers, at Camp Trousdale (near Nashville) Tennessee. This company
initially became Company B and then became
Company E of the 32nd Tennessee when the
regiment was accepted into Confederate service.

In November 1861, the 32nd Tennessee moved
to East Tennessee to guard railroad bridges
from Bridgeport, Alabama to Chattanooga,
Tennessee. At the time, the regiment had only
500 old flintlock muskets for the 850 men. On
December 9th, 1861, the regiment moved to
Bowling Green, Kentucky where it was reported to be in Brown's Brigade under Maj
General William J Hardee's command. When
the Union army began its invasion of Tennessee, the 32nd Tennessee was ordered to assist in
the defense of Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River. The regiment moved by rail to
Clarksville, Tennessee and rode the steamer
“City of Nashville” up the Cumberland River
to near Fort Donelson. Arriving just before the
battle began, the 32nd entered the battle with
555 effectives and most of the regiment was
captured February 16, 1862.
Fewer than 30 men of the 32nd Tennessee managed to escape capture. They served with the
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35tth Tennessee in company K until the following September when the captured men
of the 32nd Tennessee were exchanged. It
appears Private Wilson was one of the lucky
ones to escape capture because his soldier
record shows he was promoted on May 8,
1862 to 2nd Sergeant of Company K of the
35th Tennessee. Since the captured members
of the 32nd Tennessee regiment weren't exchanged at Vicksburg, Mississippi until
September 12, 1862, this indicates he did
elude capture and was with the 35th Tennessee. .The 32nd Tennessee was finally reunited and reorganized at Jackson, Mississippi in September 1862. Thomas Wilson
evidently was not re-elected as a sergeant
during the re-organization as indicated by
his soldier record that shows him again as a
private, now back in the 32nd Tennessee.
Perhaps he was not reelected as 2nd sergeant
because he did not endure the hardships of
prison life at Camp Morton, Indiana with
the captured men of the 32nd . He was
again a private in Company E of the
32nd Tennessee.
After the re-organization, the 32nd
Tennessee was sent to Knoxville and
remained there a short time before
being ordered on October 1862 to
report to Murfreesboro, Tennessee.
Regimental strength was now 1,100
men. The regiment missed the Battle
of Stones River since it was involved
in guarding railroad bridges. General
Braxton Bragg began his retreat from
Tennessee in the summer of 1863
and the 32nd was soon in northern Georgia.
The regiment was heavily engaged at Chicamaugua (Sept 19-20, 1863) where it suffered over 50% casualties. One company
lost 19 out of 23. Considering that a company would ideally number 100 at full
strength, a strength rarely achieved, that
only 23 men were in a company illustrates
how understrength Confederate units actually were, and this was still a year and a half
before the end of the war.
The 32nd was at Lookout Mountain on November 24th 1863 and arrived too late on
November 25th to be effective even though
it suffered 18 casualties. The regiment went
into winter quarters at Dalton where it remained until May 1864. The regiment was
heavily engaged in many of the battles preceding the Battle of Atlanta to include
Resaca (May 13-15), New Hope Church
(May 25-26) and Kenne-

Continued on page 4.
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(86th & 87th Soldiers in the series)
saw Mountain (June 27). Unfortunately,
according to his soldier record, Private Thomas E. Wilson, Company E, 32nd Tennessee
Infantry Regiment, was “wounded in battle
near Resaca, Ga, May 15 and sent to hospital
by Surgeon Reid, Died in Hospital Oxford,
Ga. June 27, 64”. A Samuel Stout record for
Hood Hospital, Covington (Oxford) Georgia
shows “Wilson, T. E. Private, Company A,
vulnus sclopeticum died May 27, 1864”
Vulnus sclopeticum means gunshot wound.
A daily report, also from the Samuel Stout
records, shows “Wilson, T. E. was in Company A of the 32nd Tennessee and that he
died.
There are several difference in the records
whether Private Wilson served in Company
A or Company E of the 32nd Tennessee. We
know that he originally enlisted in E company and everything in his soldier record, to
include the final muster roll for the period of
May- August 1864, shows he was in Company E thus it is presumed that he was a
member of Company E at the time of his
death and that he was not in Company A at
the time of his death.

Little research has been published on this Wilson family. Federal census records and the
sparse genealogy research available indicates
that our Thomas E. Wilson was born about
1843 was a son of Pinkney (abt 1806-bef
1870) and Emily Watson Wilson (abt 1816-aft
1880). By combining 1850 and 1860 census
records, it appear our Thomas Wilson had six
siblings. His brothers were Isham (abt 1835unk), Vincent (abt 1835-unk) and Edmund (abt
1843-unk) His sisters were Frances (abt 1845unk), Mary (abt 1845-unk) and Delia
(abt1852-unk).
Brother Isham appears to have served the Confederacy possibly in Newsom's Cavalry or the
17th Tennessee Infantry but his exact service
cannot be determined and it appears he did not
survive the war. Brother Vincent served first
in the 3rd (Clack's) Tennessee and then in the
10th Mississippi and may not have survived the
war. Brother Edmond probably served in the
war but his service cannot be reasonably identified. None of these three brothers could be
positively identified in any federal census after
1860 in any state. As for the sisters, marriages
effectively erased their maiden names and they
could not be identified after 1860 except for
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Delia and Frances(Fannie) who is living with
their widowed mother Emily in Giles County,
Tennessee in 1870.
Many Confederate records for Tennesseans
were destroyed during the long occupation.
Nashvillle, Tennessee was the first Confederate capitol to be occupied. During and after the
war, multitudes of Tennesseans were exposed
to depravations from the invading union forces
and were forced to leave the state most often
for Arkansas and Texas.
No evidence was found that our Thomas E.
Wilson ever married and had children. Perhaps
someday Wilson family members will surface
and provide us with family information that
has not been published but until then the family of Thomas E Wilson will remain largely a
mystery. It is only right that this Confederate
soldier be properly recognized and honored.

