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Coming Events
January 13, 2015 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia

WAPELLO,
Iowa — This
war
story,
which
remained hidden
for 150 years,
is unlike any
ever told before. It is about
an Iowa family’s sacrifice
of all six of its
sons to the
Civil War.

January 17, 2015 - R. E. Lee
Celebration - Old State Capitol, Milledgeville, Georgia

By the end of the war, 76,534
Iowa men had served in the Union
army. In relation to its population,
Iowa sent more soldiers to the war
than any other state.

January 24, 2015 - 27th Annual Lee-Jackson Dinner 7:00 pm., Georgia International
Horse park, Cherokee Run Golf
and Country Club, Conyers,
Georgia

Among them were the Littletons,
their family’s entire male lineage,
who were lost. They died of battle
wounds, accident, disease and in
prison.
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band’s boyhood friend and a
longtime LCHS member, to have
the scrapbook.

Permilla (1843), Kendall (1843),
Noah (1845) and Sarah (date
unknown).

Woodruff began to carefully
curate the historical news. On
page 23, he found a clipping that
affected everyone associated with
the LCHS and beyond. Buried in
a “Local History” column from
the May 2, 1907, edition of the
Columbus Gazette was a section
talking about those who served in
the American Civil War from
Jefferson Township in Louisa
County:

Both Martha (1853) and John
(1860) died before the Civil
War, leaving 10 children ages 29
and younger and the threat of
civil war looming.

“The Lyttleton family were less
fortunate. Of the six brothers,
only one lived to return and he
shortly died of disease contracted
in the service.” Six brothers from
a family of 10 children, and all
perished because of the Civil
War.
The hunt for more information
was on. Ed Bayne joined Woodruff in leading the LCHS team in
its quest for information about
the Littletons.

As the Louisa County Historical
Society (LCHS) planned for a
memorial to the Littletons in their
hometown of Toolesboro, another
discovery was made — records
and collateral descendants indicate
the brothers were mulatto. Louisa
County had several residents of
African-American heritage, opening another significant aspect to
the brothers’ service.
The Littletons’ rediscovery began
in 2010 when Rosalee Swanson
Thomas of Raleigh, N.C., offered
Tom Woodruff her grandmother’s
56-page scrapbook containing
hundreds of Louisa County news
clippings from the late 1800s into
the 1900s.
Mrs. Thomas, a former resident,
wanted Woodruff, her late hus-

The Littleton Brothers
Thomas was the first brother to
enlist and the last to die. He
enlisted in Co. C, 5th Iowa Infantry, on July 16, 1861. He was
in 10 major battle campaigns,
including Corinth, Iuka, Raymond, Champion Hill and the
Siege of Vicksburg in Mississippi and Port Gibson, La. Captured at Missionary Ridge,
Tenn., he was imprisoned at
Andersonville, Ga., where he
died June 16, 1864. He was buried in Andersonville National
Cemetery.
William (Merrill) enlisted in Co.
K, 8th Iowa Infantry, on Sept.
21, 1861. Between October 1861
and July 1862 the regiment saw
major action in Springfield, Mo.,
at Shiloh, Tenn., and Corinth,
Vicksburg and Jackson, Miss.

The researchers learned that the
brothers’ parents, James and
Martha, left Maryland with their
first three children, George H.
(1828), John W. (1831), and
Thomas S. (1836). Perhaps the
pending birth of their fourth child
caused them to halt their westward journey. They lived in Ohio
long enough to expand their family by two more – William M.
(1837) and Mary (1839).

Soon after his final documented
battle at Bogue Chitto Creek,
Miss., on Oct. 17, 1862, William
was hospitalized at Jefferson
Barracks, St. Louis, Mo., with a
disease. He died on Dec. 12,
1863, and is buried in the National Cemetery there.

The family arrived in Louisa
County in 1840. James Littleton
had enough cash to buy 200 acres
of land. His family continued to
expand, with Rebecca (1841),

George, who was living in New
Boston, Ill., across the Mississippi River from Toolesboro, his
family’s hometown, enlisted in
Co. B, 65th
Continued on page 2.
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Compatriots;
As you know, I am stepping down as your commander as of January 1st.
I have been proud to be
your commander for the
past four years and I sincerely thank each and
every one of you for your support.
When I became your commander I knew
virtually nothing about running the camp. It
has been your support that has gotten me
through and I can’t express my appreciation
enough. Together we have added a few
members, heard many great programs and
learned a lot about our Confederate heritage.
Now it is time for me to move on but I will
remain an active member of the camp and
do what I can, when I can, to help it grow.
On December 9th you made the following
choices for our officers to lead us through
2015 and 16.

Commander . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Maxey
1st. Lt. Commander . . . . . . . . . . Jerry New
2nd Lt. Commander . . . . . . . . . Mark Camp
Adjutant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Camp
Chaplin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Larry Cornwell
Webmaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hal Doby
Quartermaster . . . . . . . . . . . . Tommy Cook
Our outgoing 1st. Lt. Commander, and past
Commander, Tommy Cook has requested
that we add the position of Quartermaster to
our slate of officers. The Quartermaster
would be responsible for the flags at meetings and other camp functions where flags
are needed. Since Tommy is already doing
this at the Covington cemetery, and at many
of our meetings, He has volunteered for the
position. I have added the position to the
list above and will call for nominations at
our January 13th meeting if anyone is interested in running against him for the position.
This is a great slate of officers and I know,
with your support, they will make Maj.
Gen. Joseph Wheeler Camp 863 thrive and
grow through their leadership for years to

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

come.
The new officers will be installed at our LeeJackson Dinner which, as you know, this year
will be held at the Cherokee Run Golf and
Country Club on January 24, 2015. I want to
remind you that the deadline for getting your
reservation in for this event is January 10th so,
if you have not already, please call me at 678898-8393, Adjutant Steve Camp at 770-4803897 or e-mail me at
www.commander@campjoewheeler.org to let
us know how many will be in your party. This
is important as we need to have a final count
for the country club by then!
We will have our regular meeting on Tuesday,
January 13th to make final preparations for the
Lee-Jackson dinner, so please make every effort to be there to help with this.
Thank You;
J. H. Underwood
Outgoing Commander
Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler Camp 863
Sons of Confederate Veterans.

Six Brothers from Iowa Died In War
By: John Busbee, December issue of Civil War News

Illinois Infantry, on March 26, 1862.
The 65th was part of the Union garrison
that Stonewall Jackson captured on Sept.
15, 1862, at Harpers Ferry, Va. George was
later paroled to Camp Sherman in Chicago,
Ill., and discharged Oct. 31 because of disease.
He did what none of his brothers
could – he returned to his home – where he
died from illness. The exact date of
George’s death is not yet known. It is believed he was buried with his parents in the
family cemetery.
Kendall, who enlisted with brothers John
(Shelby) and Noah in Co. F, 19th Iowa
Infantry, on Aug. 21, 1862, was killed in
the battle of Prairie Grove, Ark., on Dec. 7,
1862. He was buried in an unmarked grave.

On March 1, 1863, he was serving in Forsyth, Mo., with a large forage train returning
from Yellville, Ark. He was one of seven
men in the 19th Iowa who drowned when an
overloaded ferry broke up while crossing the
White River. Noah was buried at Springfield
National Cemetery.

ance of somber reflection, historical tribute,
cultural pride and deep emotional effect.
A 9-foot stele, or slab, of Mesabi black granite will stand on a 2-foot pedestal of Barre
gray granite in a circular plaza surrounded by
native Iowa vegetation. The slab is cut off
unevenly at the top, a symbol of life cut short.

The Memorial
A group in Louisa County is raising
$250,000 for the Littleton Brothers Memorial. A major fundraising was launched at a
September event at which Gov. Terry Branstad’s wife, Chris, was keynote speaker.
The project will include signage, a documentary, book and high school play. Two historical DVDs were produced for presentations
about the memorial project.

John was a widower when he enlisted, having lost his 18-year- old wife and 18month-old daughter. He was wounded at
Prairie Grove and died of his wounds 11
days later at the Fayetteville, Ark., hospital.
He was buried in an unmarked grave in
Fayetteville National Cemetery.

Will Thomson of Armadillo Arts in Iowa
City designed the memorial. As the greatgrandson of a soldier who surrendered with
the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox and walked home to North Carolina, he
appreciates the Littletons’ sacrifice.

Noah survived the battle of Prairie Grove.

His memorial design aims for a
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bal-

It will be placed along the Great River Road
(Mississippi Valley Scenic Byway) near the
Littleton farm.
Text on one side will tell the brothers’ story.
The other side will be engraved with a piece
of symbolic artwork and the words “The Last
Full Measure of Devotion,” a reference to
Abraham Lincoln’s dedication speech at Soldiers’ National Cemetery, Gettysburg.
The edge will be inscribed with each brother’s
name, unit and dates. The family name —
Littleton — will be on the granite base.
Plans are to start construction next year and
dedicate the memorial in mid-2016. Taxdeductible donations may be sent to LCHSLittleton Fund, PO Box 302, Wapello, IA
52653.
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(84th & 85th Soldiers in the series)
Headstone at
Covington
shows:
D.
SOUTHERLAND
68th GA
Actually:
DARIUS
SOUTHERN
COMPANY C
63rd GEORGIA
INFANTRY
REGIMENT
This soldier was a member of the 63rd Georgia Infantry Regiment. There was no 68th
Georgia. This soldier enlisted in Atlanta on
December 9, 1862 in Company C of the
Phoenix Regiment, Georgia Infantry. This
company subsequently became Company C
of the 63rd Georgia Infantry Regiment. The
regiment was officially organized in Savannah, Georgia when this company and others
mainly from the coastal areas near Savannah
became the 63rd Georgia Infantry Regiment.
The regiment was originally organized for
coastal defense in the Savannah River system
but was pressed into service as a heavy artillery unit in their assignment with a mix of
infantry companies supporting the heavy
artillery.
Elements of the regiment assisted in the defense of Battery Wagner near Charleston,
South Carolina in July 1863. After the heavy
artillery was requisitioned by the Confederate
Navy, the regiment became strictly an infantry regiment and was soon placed in General
Mercer's and J. A. Smith's Brigade, Army of
Tennessee. Now serving as infantry, the brigade moved to northwest Georgia in early
May 1864. The 63rd Georgia participated in
heavy fighting near Resaca (May 13-15
1864), Cassville (May 18, 1864), New Hope
Church (May 25-26, 1864) and other battles
with heavy fighting at Kennesaw Mountain
(June 27, 1864). The regiment was heavily
engaged at Jonesboro, Georgia and then later
at Franklin, Tennessee and then in the Carolinas Campaign before the final surrender at
Bentonville, North Carolina..
Private Darius Southern likely did not survive beyond the vicious fighting at Kennesaw
Mountain (June 27, 1864) where the 63rd
Georgia lost heavily. No record could be
found of his date, place or cause of death,
only that he died in 1864. Receipt No 6455

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade

mentioned his death in 1864 but did not indicate the date of death or the effects left behind
but was a receipt number commonly used at the
Covington, Georgia Confederate Hospital
mainly in the June-July 1864 period. A receipt
for clothing dated April 14, 1864 indicates that
he lived past this date. It is presumed that Private Darius Southern died sometime in either
June or more probably July 1864. It is suspected that he was wounded during the deadly
fighting during the battle of Kennesaw Mountain where the 63rd Georgia suffered horrendous casualties.

Confederate Memorial Wall Covington Georgia

Darius Southern was married about 1850 to
Mary J. Southern (b- abt 1832 in SC, dunk). Darius and Mary had six children:
Newton (b. abt 1852- unknown), Daniel (b.
abt 1854- d. aft 1870), Eliza J.(b. abt 1856d.unk), Mary (b. abt 1858-d. unk), Alfred
(b1859-d.1935), and Eliza T( B. ABT 1862D. aft 1880).
One can only imagine the anguish of the
widow Mary Southern and her six young
children to learn of the death of their beloved father Darius Southern. Because of
the difference in the name of D. Southerland
on the headstone and his actual name of
Darius Southern and the fact that his surviving service records do not show his fate, it is
likely that researchers of this Southern family never knew what happened to this Confederate soldier.Headstone at Oxford shows:

C. W. WATTS
CO E, 13th TENN
Actually:

It is interesting to consider that since Private
Darius Southern likely participated in the previously mentioned fighting at Cassville, Georgia (May 18, 1864), he possibly fought on his
own farm. Darius Southern and his family is
shown by the 1860 census to have lived at
Cassville, Cass County, Georgia. Cass County
was named after General Lewis Cass (17821866) who served as Secretary of war under
President Jackson and Secretary of State under
President Buchanan and who was considered
by Southerners in 1861 to be a New Hampshire
anti-South yankee radical. In a fit of anger, the
citizens of Cass County renamed their county
Bartow County, after a Confederate officer
killed in the early stages of the War Between
the States.
Family Genealogists report that Darius Southern was born about 1832 in Greenville, South
Carolina to Gibson Southern Jr.(b. Bef 1790 in
S.C., d. bef 1860) and Sarah J. Southern b. abt
1790 in S.C., d-bef 1860). Our Darius Southern
had two sisters, Mary Louisa (b.1829-d. 1909)
and
Milly (b.1837-d. Unk). His two brothers were
Gipson (b.1815,-d. 1896) and Miles (b.1818- d.
aft 1880). It appear that brother Gibson Southern served in the 16th South Carolina and that
brother Miles served in the 3rd South Carolina
but neither can be proven. Both brothers survived the war.
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CHARLES W.
WATTS
COMPANY E
13th TENNESSEE
INFANTRY
REGT.
This soldier enlisted at age 20 on May 28,
1861 at Jackson, Tennessee in Captain B. L.
Dyer's Company, 13th Regiment Tennessee
Volunteers. This company was called “The
Dixie Rifles” and was mainly from Fayette
County, Tennessee. The 13th Infantry Regiment, now ten companies, entered state
service in June 1861 at New Madrid, Missouri and soon moved to Columbus, Kentucky. The regiment crossed back over the
Mississippi River and participated at its first
engagement at Belmont, Missouri on November 7, 1861 where it suffered 149 casualties.
The regiment remained at Columbus, Kentucky until the fall of Fort Donelson necessitated evacuation southward. The 13th Tennessee fought at Shiloh on April 6-7, 1862.
While at Shiloh, the regiment captured a
union battery but suffered 137 casualties.
The regiment soon retreated to Corinth,
Mississippi and then on to

Continued on page 4.
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(84th & 85th Soldiers in the series)
Tupelo, Mississippi and then on to Mobile
on the way to Atlanta and then to Chattanooga, Tennessee on the way to participate
in the invasion of Kentucky. Now under
Brigadier Patrick Cleburne's Division of
Major General Kirby Smith army, the regiment soon fought at Perryville, Kentucky in
August 1862 where it sustained 48 casualties. The regiment was in reserve in the Battle of Perryville in October 1862.

volved in most of the battles leading up to the
surrender of Atlanta.

as such.
The 13th Tennessee retreated to Knoxville,
thence to Tullahoma and from there to Murfreesboro arriving in late November 1862
and in time for the bloody battle of Murfreesboro, Tennessee on December 31, 1862
where it suffered 110 casualties out of 252
engaged. The regiment soon went into 186263 winter quarters at Shelbyville, Tennessee.
After consolidations with another decimated
experienced Tennessee unit, the famed 154th
Tennessee Infantry Regiment, the combined
regiment resumed field operations in Tennessee. Although the 13th and 154th regiments were now in a single regiment on
paper, the men of the new regiment continued to consider themselves as members of
their original regiments and usually fought

The combined regiment followed the retreat
from Shelbyville to Chattanooga and fought at
Chicamaugua 19-20 September 1863. At Chicamaugua, the regiment captured 300 prisoners and the flag of the 77th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment. The number of casualties is not
known but the ordinance officer said that the
regiment used 10,338 rounds of ammunition.
After a short incursion to Sweetwater, Tennessee, the regiment returned in time to fight at
Missionary Ridge on November 25, 1863. The
13th/154th entered winter camp 1863-64 at
Dalton where in December 1863 the combined
regiment totaled 428 men and 263 arms. The
unit remained at Dalton until fighting resumed
in May 1864. It appears the regiment was in-
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Private Watts service record shows he was
elected to 4th Corporal on October 1, 1863 and
a company muster rollfor Jan-Feb 1864 shows
him as present. There is no other information
contained in his service record but a Samuel
Stout record for the Hill Hospital at Oxford
Georgia shows “Watts, C. W. Private, 13th
Tenn, Company E” suffered from Diarrhea,
chronic died June 18, 1864. No record of his
date of admission was found so we do not
know how long he was in Hill Hospital.
No genealogy research on Charles Watts was
found but by searching census records and
cemetery records, it was determined that his
parents were William H. Watts (abt 18121890) and Bettie/Betty Watts (abt 1815-unk).
His siblings were Eliza Ann (abt 1840-1919),
Elizabeth (abt 1839-1927) and Stephen (abt
1846-1912). This soldier was only about age
23 when he died and left behind no wife or
children.

