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Maj .  Gen.  Joseph Wheeler Camp #863,  Conyers ,  Ga.  

perform authentic Civil War 

era music.  Civil War reenac-

tors (1/2 of them dressed in 

blue, the other 1/2 in gray) 

will conduct military demon-

strations while tours of the 

historic Western & Atlantic 

Railroad tunnel and the Clisby 

Austin House (once used as 

General Sherman's HQ) will 

occur throughout the day.  So 

please "SAVE THE DATE" 

of Saturday, May 10th, and 

plan to join our celebration 

in Tunnel Hill, Georgia!  

Camp Officers: 

Camp Cmdr: Joe Underwood 

Commander@campjoewheeler.org 

1st Lt. Cmdr: Tommy Cook 

1st._Lt.Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org 

2nd. Lt. Cmdr:  Jerry New 

2nd_Lt. Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org 

Camp Adjutant:  Steve Camp 

Adjutant@campjoewheeler.org 

Coming Events 

March 11, 2014 - Regular      

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

April 8, 2014 - Open House     

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

May 10, 2014 - Georgia Civil 

War Heritage Trails® Event 

-  Tunnel Hill, Georgia 
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Inside this issue: 

 May of 1864 two of the most 

devastating events in Georgia's 

history began, the Atlanta 

Campaign followed by the 

March to the Sea.  This year, 

on Saturday, May 10th at 

Tunnel Hill, Georgia (near 

Dalton), at the beginning of 

the 150th anniversary of these 

epic campaigns, will be a spe-

cial day of dedication for the 

Atlanta Campaign Heritage 

Trail® and celebration for the 

beginning of construction on 

the entire Atlanta Campaign & 

March to the Sea Heritage 

Trails.  In effect, Saturday, 

May 10th will be the "coming 

out party" for Georgia Civil 

War Heritage Trails®. 

 

Invitations to speak have been 

extended to Georgia Governor 

Nathan Deal and other offi-

cials.  A National Park Service 

historian will present an over-

view of the "Campaign for 

Atlanta" (i.e. Chickamauga & 

Atlanta Campaigns).  The 

"Eighth Regiment Band" will 

More details soon! 

  

Link to a music sample of the 

"Eighth Regiment Band": 

http://www.civilwarheritagetr

ails.org/American_Civil_War

/Battle_Cry_of_Freedom.htm

l 

 

Link to the main "Georgia 

Civil War Heritage Trails" 

webpage: 

http://www.civilwarheritagetr

ails.org/American_Civil_War

/GA_Trail_Regions_Map.ht

ml 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Civil War Heritage Trails 

(AL, GA, SC) 

http://www.civilwarheritagetr

ails.org/American_Civil_War

/Home.html 

  

Honor Your Ancestors and 

Help Tell Their Story 

 

 

March, 2014 

Atlanta Campaign Heritage Trail 
Article from www.civilwarheritagetrails.org 
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Our Commanders’ Comments 

Compatriots; 

As you all know the 

weather caused me to 

cancel our regular Febru-

ary meeting so now I will 

use my comments to help 

catch everyone up. 

Fortunately our scheduled speaker for Feb-

ruary was still available for our March 

meeting date so Mr. Evan Castle, founder 

of Co. B, 3rd Reg. Confederate Engineers 

reenacting company will be our guest 

speaker at our March 11th meeting and will 

have their replica of the Hale rocket 

launcher on hand for viewing. So we are 

not going to miss his program which I am 

sure will be interesting. 

Mr. Castle’s program for the evening will 

be “Jed Hotchkiss, Stonewall Jackson’s 

Mapper”.  In addi-

tion to the lecture 

he will have a mu-

seum quality collec-

tion of period sur-

veying and map-

ping instruments 

and maps for dis-

play.  How did a 

yankee, civilian 

schoolteacher end 

up on Jackson’s 

staff? It’s a very 

interesting story 

and you don’t want 

to miss it, so bring a friend and enjoy Mr. 

Headstone at       

Oxford Shows: 

 

S. F. HARDY 

CO. G 

JULY 1864 

 

Actually: 

SILAS F. HARDEE 

CO. G 

3rd FLORIDA INFANTRY 

 

This soldier enlisted as a private on August 

Castle’s program. 

Hopefully you are all aware that we have-

planed a work day at Middlebrooks ceme-

tery on Saturday, March 1st for the purpose 

of setting the markers for the unknown 

graves at that site.  Thank you 2nd Lt. Com-

mander Jerry New for making and placing 

the markers.  This will save us a lot of time 

and should make it possible for us to com-

plete this part of the project on Saturday.  

The weather forecast is promising and I 

hope to see many of you there on Saturday. 

Last Saturday, Adjutant Steve Camp and I 

attended the SCV Leadership meeting at 

Nash Farm Battlefield Museum where offi-

cers from eight camps were in attendance.  

Represented were from the 13th Brigade; 

Gen. LaFayette McLaws Camp 79 from 

Fayetteville, the John Mcintosh-Kell Camp 

107 from Griffin, the Col. Charles T. 

Zachry Rangers Camp 108 from Hampton/

McDonough, the Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler 

Camp 863 from Conyers, the Maj. Gen. 

Patrick R. Cleburne Camp 1361 from 

Jonesboro, the Confederate Memorial Camp 

1432 from Stone Mountain and from the 

11th Brigade; the Wm. Thomas Overby/

Coweta Guards Camp 715 from Newnan, 

and the Gen. James Longstreet Camp 1289 

from Palmetto.   

Commander Scott Gilbert of LaFayette 

McLaws Camp 79 was the meeting facilita-

tor and 17 officers took part in discussing 

their camps plans for Confederate Memorial 

Day, the upcoming Georgia Division Reun-

ion, the National Reunion and the state of our 

camps in general.  

We also exchanged updated command rosters, 

e-mail addresses etc. and camp calendars for 

the rest of the year.  The meeting was very 

informative and the consensus was to have 

another leadership meeting toward the end of 

the year to plan events for 2015. 

Last night, Thursday February 27th, Adjutant 

Camp and I attended the Eli P. Landers Camp 

1724’s meeting in Gwinnett County.  This 

camp is struggling to keep the doors open.  

They have an aging membership and only have 

four or five members who attend meetings.  

They are looking for suggestions and help to 

increase their ranks.  Keep them in your 

thoughts and prayers and share any suggestions 

you might have with their Commander Steve 

Tobelman at tobe309@BasicISP.net  

Please plan to attend our March 11th meeting.  

In addition to a great program from Mr. Castle, 

we will also be planning for “Confederate His-

tory Month”, April.  Our Open House meeting 

is on April 8th and Confederate Memorial Day 

on April 26th. This makes this meeting one of 

our more important ones of the year and I want 

to have as many members as possible to par-

ticipate.  I will see you there. 

 

J. H. Underwood 

Commander 

 

By: Commander J. H. Underwood 
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30, 1862 at Madison County , Florida in Com-

pany G of the 3rd Florida Infantry Regiment. 

The Florida 3rd Infantry Regiment was formed 

near Pensacola, Florida in July 1861. The unit 

served along the coast at Talbot Island and 

Cedar Keys, then moved to Mobile, Alabama. 

After fighting at Perryville, Kentucky in Oc-

tober 1862 it was assigned to Preston's, 

Stovall's, Finley's, J.A. Smith's Brigade, and 

during December 1862 was consolidated with 

the 1st Florida in December 1862 after both 

regiments suffered heavy losses. Although in 

a consolidated regiment, it appears that both 

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 

The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and  

Oxford  (64th & 65th Soldier in the series) 

the 1st and 3rd Florida retained their separate 

identities. 

 

The regiment served in numerous battles to 

include Shiloh (April 1862), Perryville (Oct 

1862), Murfreesboro (Jan 1863), Chicamauga 

(Sep 1863) and Missionary Ridge (Nov 1863) 

and then virtually every battles leading up to 

the Battle of Atlanta and beyond. The regi-

ment also participated in the failed attempt by 

the “army of relief” that attempted to relieve 

the pressure at Vicksburg (July 1863). As an 

example of the bloodbaths the consolidated 

Continued on page 3. 
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford     
(64th & 65th Soldier in the series) 

 

The parents of Silas Hardee, Allen and Sarah, 

cannot be located after the 1850 census so it 

appears likely that they were deceased before 

1860. Almost all of Silas' siblings were found 

in the 1860 census but are not living as a fam-

ily. They are now living with different families 

indicating a breakup of the family. Brothers 

Theophilius(29) and Robert( 23) were with 

different families as overseers. Joel (27) and 

William (25) are laborers and Sarah (16) is a 

seamstress. The other siblings Jesse (19) and 

Mary (13) were not located but were likely also 

with other families. 

 

It is noteworthy that brother Theophilus Hardy 

served with Silas in Company G of the 3rd Flor-

ida and died of wounds suffered at Murfrees-

boro, Tennessee in January 1863. Brother Joel 

Hardee served in the 50th Georgia and died of 

wounds suffered at Winchester, Virginia. 

Brother Robert A. Hardy served as a captain in 

the 9th Georgia but was forced to leave the 

army in December 1863 on disability because 

of being severely wounded in a battle in Vir-

ginia. He survived the war. Service of brothers 

Jesse and William has not been positively iden-

tified. The reason the Hardee brothers joined 

either a Georgia or Florida unit is because the 

Hardee families lived in Lowndes County, 

Georgia and Madison County, Florida at differ-

ent times. This family appears to have given 

much to the Confederacy. 

 

 

Headstone at Covington 

shows: 

 

- SKELTON 

29th TN 

 

Actually: 

 

WILLIAM SKELTON 

COMPANY K 

29th TENNESSEE IN-

FANTRY 

 

This soldier enlisted on February 13, 1863 as a 

private in Company K of the 29th Tennessee 

Infantry Regiment at Rogersville, Hawkins 

County, Tennessee. Company K was also 

known as Capt. George A. Edmond's Com-

pany. Ten companies to include Company K 

were organized during the months of July and 

August 1861 and then officially organized into 

the 29th Tennessee Infantry Regiment in Sep-

tember 1861. 

 

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 

regiment experienced, the regiment suffered 

26% casualties of the 531 men at Murfrees-

boro and suffered 34% of the 273 engaged at 

Chicamauga. By December 1863, the con-

solidated 2nd/3rd Florida Regiment was down 

to 240 men and 119 arms. Only a remnant 

survived to surrender in North Carolina. 

 

The service record for private Silas F. Hardee 

is incomplete but does indicate he was sick in 

a hospital in January 1863 and then served as 

a hospital guard and as a nurse in the Camp 

Direction Hospital in Chattanooga for a pe-

riod in April-May 1863. He is later shown as 

an ambulance driver in September 1863. A 

muster roll indicates he was still with Com-

pany G, 3rd Florida in February 1864 but his 

individual soldier record stops here. 

 

The daily transcript for the Confederate Hos-

pital at Covington (Oxford) shows that Pri-

vate S. F. Hardy (Hardee), Company G, 3rd 

Florida, died on July 14, 1864. No date of 

admittance or cause of death is shown so we 

don't know if he died of wounds or because 

of the illness he suffered previously at Chat-

tanooga in early 1863. It is only important 

that he served his state and his country. 

 

The parents of Silas F. Hardee have not been 

definitely confirmed, and the few family 

researchers have differing opinions, but evi-

dence suggests that his parents were Allen 

Hardee (b abt 1785-died?) and Sarah Leslie 

Hardee (b abt 1805-died ?). The 1850 census 

for parents Allen and Sarah Hardee do not 

list a child named Silas but it appears that 

Silas (age 21) had already left the household 

and lived nearby as a laborer in the house-

hold of David Treadwell per the 1850 census. 

Unfortunately, censuses before 1850 do not 

list any but heads of household making his 

identification more difficult. Florida marriage 

records show Silas F. Hardee married Mary E 

Crawford on June 21, 1860 in Madison 

County, Florida. In the 1860 census, Silas is 

now age 32 and Mary is a widow age 36 with 

six children: Sarah (13), Margaret (11), 

Madda (9), JSA(?) (7), Julian (3) and Wil-

liam (2). 

 

Florida homestead records of June 1859 

show Mary Crawford with 79.97 acres and 

April 1860 homestead records show Silas F. 

Hardee with 40.14 acres. Silas and his new 

wife Mary were married only two years be-

fore Silas joined the 3rd Florida. And in an-

other two years, Mary Crawford Hardee was 

again a widow. It was not determined if Silas 

and Mary had children from their marriage. 
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Continued on page 4. 

This regiment operated mainly in Tennessee 

and Kentucky and was reported at Loudon, 

Knoxville, Strawberry Plains and 

Greenville, Tennessee and at the Battle of 

Fishing Creek, Kentucky where it suffered 

27 casualties. The 29th Tennessee was 

slightly engaged at Shiloh in April 1862. 

The regiment fought in numerous battles to 

include Perryville (Oct 1862) and the first 

battle of Murfreesboro, Tennessee (July 

1862). Private Skelton evidently joined this 

now experienced regiment soon after his 

February 1863 enlistment probably while 

the 29th Tennessee was in winter quarters 

near Shelbyville, Tennesssee. After leaving 

winter quarters near Shelbyville, the regi-

ment, along with most of the Army of Ten-

nessee, moved to Chattanooga, in June 

1863. 

 

In the September 19-20 1863 Battle of Chi-

camauga, the 29th Tennessee reported the 

expenditure of 10,900 rounds of ammuni-

tion and 71 casualties. The regiment moved 

to Sweetwater, Tennessee on October 19, 

1963 but returned to Missionary Ridge on 

November 20, 1863 where it was engaged 

in heavy combat on November 25, 1863. 

After the withdrawal from Missionary 

Ridge, the regiment wintered with the rest 

of The Army of Tennessee near Dalton, 

Georgia. The regiment spent the winter at 

Dalton with the exception of one foray in 

the direction of Mississippi to reinforce 

General Polk in Mississippi but it was re-

called on reaching Demopolis, Alabama. 

 

As part of Cheatham's Division, the 29th 

Tennessee participated in the Atlanta Cam-

paign beginning in May 1864. It has not 

been determined which battles of the At-

lanta Campaign the regiment was engaged 

in but it is known that after Atlanta, the 

regiment returned to Tennessee with Gen-

eral Hood and fought in the catastrophic 

Battle of Franklin, Tennessee. The pathetic 

remnants of the 29th Tennessee were paroled 

at Greensboro, North Carolina in May 1865. 

 

It appears that Private William Skelton 

fought at Chicamauga, Missionary Ridge 

and many of the battles in the Atlanta Cam-

paign before his death date of June 29, 

1864. During the time Private Skelton was 

with his regiment, the 29th Tennessee was 

heavily engaged at Resaca (May 13-15), 

New Hope Church (May 25-26) and at Ken-

nesaw Mountain (June 27). During the Bat-

tle of Kennesaw Mountain, the 29th was 
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stationed at the particularly dangerous and 

famous “dead angle” where it inflicted and 

was inflicted with heavy casualties. Perhaps 

Private Skelton was wounded at Kennesaw 

Mountain or perhaps earlier. The cause of 

his death is unknown as is his exact date of 

admittance to the Confederate Hospital at 

Covington, Georgia. What is known is that 

this soldier served in heavy combat from the 

time of his enlistment in February 1863 until 

his death June 29, 1864. 

 

 

Willliam Skelton was born in 1839 in Haw-

kins County, Tennessee. His parents were 

James R. Skelton (1779-1847) and Mary 

Curry Skelton (1813- aft 1870). The siblings 

of William were Ann (1835-1885), Robert 

(1840-aft 1850), Katherine (1841-1896), 

James (1843-aft 1870), Reuben (1846-1863), 

Matilda (1846-aft 1870), Emanuel (1849-

aft1900) and Frances (1852-after 1900). His 

brother James also served in Company K of 

the 29th Tennessee and although wounded at 

Murfreesboro on December 31, 1863, he 

returned to his unit several months later. 

James survived the war. Brother Reuben, 

who was underage when he enlisted August 

31, 1863, was reported as “killed or captured 

at the battle of Missionary Ridge Nov. 25, 

1863” but since he never returned home or 

was listed as a prisoner likely died at Mission-

ary Ridge and lies in an unmarked grave or 

burial mound. The brother Robert cannot be 

found after 1850 so likely died before the war 

or possibly during the war. The brother 

Emanuel, born in 1849, appears to have been 

too young to have served in the war and he 

survived until after 1900. No record was found 

that our subject William Skelton ever married. 

 

The federal census of 1850 shows that Wil-

liam's mother, the widow Mary Skelton living 

with her eight children next door to her 

brother-in-law Reuben Skelton and his family. 

The federal census of 1860 shows the widow 

Mary Skelton now with seven children at 

home. 

 

Our William Skelton had step-siblings from 

his father James R Skelton's first marriage to 

Anna Curry (Abt 1785-1830). Since the first 

and second wife of the father James R. Skelton 

were both named Curry, it is possible they 

were sisters or possibly sisters-in-law since 

that is what one of the few Skelton family 
Confederate Memorial Wall  Covington Georgia 

researchers claims. There were reportedly 

seven children from this first marriage of our 

subject's father but they are not listed here 

because of the uncertainty of their identity or 

if they were the product of an earlier marriage. 

 

The fate and burial place of Private William 

Skelton of Company K of the 29th Tennessee 

Infantry Regiment is finally known. No longer 

will his identity be unknown. 

 

 

 

 


