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railroad buildings and almost any 
factory or mill within the army’s 
reach was put to the torch.  For-
aging parties scattered throughout 
the area to take food and live-
stock from local farmers often 
leaving the residents with almost 
nothing.  The first of many male 
slaves offered themselves to the 
Federal army as teamsters or 
pioneers at least two of whom 

were hired.   

Today Conyers is a thriving sub-
urb of Atlanta yet still retains its 
small town charm.  The historic 
Conyers Olde Town district in-
cludes the Conyers Depot built to 
replace the one burned during the 
War.  It houses the Conyers Wel-
come Center and exhibits on 
local history.  Soon the depot will 
be the location of a March to the 
Sea Heritage Trail interpretive 
marker (L2—”Conyers Station”) 
describing in much greater detail 
the history of Conyers during the 

War. 

The nearly 14,000 men of the 
20th Corps in Sherman’s army 
marched along a more northerly 
route roughly parallel to the route 
of the 14th Corps. After leaving 
Decatur they marched past im-
pressive Stone Mountain and 
then followed the historic 
Hightower Trail. This trail once 
divided the Cherokee Indian 
nation to the north from the 
Creek Indian lands to the south. 
After European settlers arrived in 
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As the 62,000-man army of Union 
Major General William T.Sherman 
began leaving Atlanta, Georgia, 
for its “March to the Sea” on No-
vember 15, 1864 it was divided 
into two halves. The army’s “Right 
Wing,” composed of the 15th and 
17th Corps, marched generally 
south in the direction of Macon. 
The army’s “Left Wing,” com-
posed of the 14th and 20th Corps, 
marched east in the direction of 
Augusta. This division, and subse-
quent ones, enabled Sherman’s 
army to advance more rapidly on 
the small dirt roads and to disrupt 
more of the Confederacy’s capac-
ity to make war by destroying 
railroads, burning factories and 
mills and depressing Southern 
morale. The Federal army left 
Atlanta with only a 20 day food 
supply and 5 days of feed for their 
horses and mules. Sherman real-
ized his army must keep moving in 
order to “forage liberally” on 
Southern homes and fields not 
previously ravaged by the war. 
The immediate area around At-
lanta, which had seen heavy fight-
ing for months, was barren of most 
of the food and livestock 
Sherman’s army would need. As 
the 14th and 20th Corps left At-
lanta they needed to pass through 
this “burnt” area quickly in loca-
tions where food and livestock 
were still plentiful.  One of the 
first such communities on their 
march was Conyers, located in 

present-day Rockdale County. 

As occurred along the entire 
March to the Sea, railroad tracdks 
in and near Conyers were pulled 
up heated and twisted to make 
them unusable.  The town’s depot 
had been burned during the previ-
ous summer’s fighting but other 

Georgia the Hightower Trail 
became a major trade route be-
tween Augusta and the Chero-
kees still living in northwest 
Georgia. The 20th Corps 
marched along this same trail 
from Stone Mountain to Madi-
son, directly through what is 
today the northern portion of 
Rockdale County. Many portions 
of the Hightower Trail still exist 
with one portion of it passing-by 
historic Philadelphia Methodist 

Church.  

Marching away from the more 
populated areas near the railroad 
the 20th Corps had plenty of 
corn, fodder, sweet potatoes, 
pigs, chickens and more to for-
age. The men on these expedi-
tions became known as 
“bummers.” If captured by Con-
federates they were often exe-
cuted for their “crimes.” Al-
though Philadelphia Church 
survived, much suffering by 
local citizens occurred following 
the departure of the 20th Corps 
from the area today known as 
Rockdale County. Another 
March to the Sea Heritage Trail 
interpretive marker (L5 - 
“Philadelphia Church”) will soon 
be installed to detail the march 
of the 20th Corps in Sherman’s 
army along this portion of the 

Hightower Trail. 

Other attractions for visitors to 
Rockdale County include the 
Georgia International Horse Park 
and the Monastery of the Holy 
Spirit. For more information 
about historic Rockdale County 
visit their website at 

http://visit.conyersga.com/ 
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Our Commanders’ Comments 

 Compatriots; 

2013 is gone and it is 
time once again to cele-
brate the birthdays of 
Gen. Robert E. Lee and 
Thomas (Stonewall) 
Jackson with our 26th 

Annual Lee-Jackson Dinner.  

This years event will be on Tuesday Janu-
ary 14th at 7:00 p.m. at the Masonic Lodge 
and I am pleased to announce that our guest 
speaker for this event will be Scott K. Gil-

bert, Jr. of Fayette County. 

Scott has two home towns, Chipley, Flor-
ida, and Stockbridge, Georgia. He grew up 
primarily in Henry County, and for the last 
18 years has lived in Fayette County with 
his wife Amanda, and his two SCV sons, 
Joshua, and Jacob. Scott and his family are 

members of Lisbon Baptist Church. 

Scott is a member of the Sons of Confeder-
ate Veterans, the Sons of The American 
Revolution, the Fayette County Historical 

Headstone at Coving-
toshows: 
J. A. ROBERSON 
12th AL BATT 
 
Actually: 
James A. ROBERT-
SON 
Company G 
12th Alabama Cavalry 
 
Researching this soldier was quite chal-
lenging. There is a very sparse two page U. 
S. archives CWSS (Civil War Soldiers and 
Sailors System) record indicating that a 
Private J. A. Robertson of Company G, 
12th Alabama Infantry died while in Con-
federate service. No date other than 1864 
or place of death is shown. The receipt 
number was No. 6455 which incidentally 
was a receipt number often used by the 
Covington, Georgia Confederate hospital. 
No enlistment date is indicated nor any 
information beyond the fact that he was 

Society, and the Civil War Trust. He has 
held many offices in the SCV, and the SAR, 
including a term as Commander of the 
Georgia Division of the SCV. He currently 
serves as Commander of the General Lafay-
ette McLaws Camp #79 of the Sons of Con-

federate Veterans of Fayette County.  

He has also served on the oversight com-
mittees of the Nash Farm Battlefield Park in 
Henry County, and the Holliday-Dorsey-

Fife House museum in Fayetteville. 

In addition, Scott has served as a two-term 
Chairman of the School Council at White-
water Middle School in Fayetteville, and he 
is a past member of the Fayette County 

Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Scott’s topic for the Lee-Jackson Dinner 
will be “Robert E. Lee: Husband and Fa-

ther”.  

Our “Person of the Year” and “Compatriot 
of the Year” for 2013 will be revealed at the 

Lee-Jackson Dinner as well. 

This years event will be catered by Hogs, Hens 
and Heifers, award winning Bar-B-Que, which 

I am sure you will enjoy.    

This is one event you don’t want to miss so, if 
you haven’t already done so, please remember 
to contact me by e-mail at                               
commander@campjoewheeler.org  or by phone 
at 678-898-8393  and let me know you are 
coming and how many will be in your party.  
Please do this by Tuesday January 7th so we 
can let Hogs, Hens and Heifers know how 

much food to prepare. 

The official start time of this years Lee-Jackson 
Dinner is 7:00 pm but for those who have vol-
unteered to bring drinks, plates, napkins etc. 
please be there at least 30 minutes early to help 

with the set up. 

I look forward to seeing all of you there. 

 

J. H. Underwood 

Commander. 

 

By: Commander J. H. Underwood 
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deceased while in service. 
 
This same CWSS record says Private J. A. 
Robertson was in Company G, 12th Alabama 
Infantry but the 12th Alabama Infantry was 
officially formed in Virginia in July 1861 
from Alabama companies individually sent 
directly to Richmond to begin official duty 
and to be trained. The 12th Alabama Infantry 
Regiment has no record of having fought in 
any battle outside those fought in the area of 
the Army of Northern Virginia (ANV) that 
would have led to a soldier being hospitalized 
at Covington, Georgia. The conclusion 
reached is that the archives record showing 
the 12th Alabama Infantry Regiment is incor-
rect but that he served in the 12th Alabama 
Cavalry. 
 
A separate CWSS record for J. A. Robertson 
also shows he was in Company G of the 1st 
Alabama Cavalry and that he was a private in 
Captain Reese's Company, Wheeler's Escort 
and incidentally that he received a replace-

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 

The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and 

Oxford (60th & 61st Soldier in the series) 

ment clothing issue in March 1864. Because 
Private Robertson was initially in the 1st Ala-
bama Cavalry before going to the 12th Ala-
bama Cavalry indicates his original enlistment 
date was probably in late 1862 or early 1863. 
This means that Private Robertson likely 
fought in battles and skirmishes too numerous 
to list but include Murfreesboro, Chicamauga, 
Missionary Ridge and others preceding the 
Battle of Atlanta. Where Maj General Joseph 
Wheeler fought, so fought his Escort Com-
pany G and our Private J. A. Robertson. 
 
The existing headstone for J. A. 
Roberson/Robertson indicated that he was in 
the 12th AL “BATT” suggested that perhaps 
he was a member of a “Battery” or 
“Battalion”. Deeper research revealed that 
Private J. A. Robertson was first a member of 
Company E of the 1st Alabama Cavalry 
which entered service as the Jim Powell Dra-
goons. At the end of 1862, the original regi-
ment was consolidated into five companies 
and then was combined with five companies 
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford     
(60th & 61st Soldier in the series) 

Actually: 
ZACHARIAH DUTTON 
COMPANY L 
28th ALABAMA INFANTRY REGIMENT 

 
This soldier enlisted as a private on October 1, 
1863 at Jasper, Walker County, Alabama in 
Company L of the 28th Alabama Infantry Regi-
ment. Although the 28th Alabama was formed 
in March of 1862 and served at Corinth (Oct 
1862), the Kentucky Campaign (1862), Mur-
freesboro (Jan 1863) and at Chicamaugua (Sept 
1863), Private Dutton probably did not physi-
cally join the regiment until just before the 
battle of Missionary Ridge (Nov 25, 1863). 
Unfortunately, his military records are incom-
plete and indicate little between his enlistment 
on October 1, 1863 and his hospitalization and 
death in March 1864. 
 
Private Dutton's sparse military records include 
a company muster roll that indicates he was 
“absent sick” in an unnamed hospital in Febru-
ary 1864. Other records of a Atlanta hospital 
shows he was received in Atlanta on January 
29, 1864 and sent to a receiving and distribut-
ing hospital in Atlanta on January 30, 1864, 
and then onward to another hospital. His mili-
tary record shows he died at the Hood Hospital 
and left behind $20.00. Little else is shown in 
his military file but the morning register for 
Hood Hospital, Oxford, Georgia shows he was 
admitted to the hospital on February 1, 1864 
for Rheumatism. A surgeon's certificate later 
showed that Z. Dutton of Company L, 28th 
Alabama died on March 2, 1864 of Dysentery 
“supervening”, effectively meaning that he 
died from a cause different from the one caus-
ing his admission. 
 
It is believed by most Dutton researchers that 
the parents of Zacariah Dutton were 
Jarrard/Jarrett/ Gerrard/Garard Dutton and 
Charity McDaniel. There are different opinions 
on the spelling of the father's first name but 
according to Dutton researchers, Zachariah's 
siblings were Levi Dutton (b.1825-bef 1870), 
William B.(b. Abt 1827-?) and Mary Permeliah 
(1824-1876). It is like that brothers Levi and 
William both served the Confederacy but their 
service cannot be positively identified. It is 
thought that William probably died in the war. 
 
It is known that Zachariah Dutton was born 
about 1820/21 as he is listed as age 30 in the 
1850 federal census and age 38 on the 1860 
federal census. The 1850 census shows him 
living at age 30 with a James Dutton (age 43) 
who is thought to be a cousin. It is believed 

of the 12th Alabama Partisan Ranger Battal-
ion.. Company E was re-lettered as Com-
pany G. Company G became General 
Wheeler's escort company from late 1862 
through at least late 1864. Just before the 
Atlanta Campaign began, Company G was 
again reformed and Company G was di-
vided with some men going to the 1st Ala-
bama Cavalry while the others stayed in the 
12th Alabama Cavalry with Company G, 
12th Alabama Cavalry. Company G of the 
12th Alabama Cavalry remained as General 
Wheeler's escort company. It needs to be 
mentioned that the reorganizations and con-
solidations are so confusing that researchers 
scratch their heads about the lineage of the 
1st Alabama Cavalry and the 12th Alabama 
Cavalry. 
 
One thing certain is that Private J. A. 
Robertson served substantial time in Com-
pany G, of the 1st Alabama Cavalry Cavalry, 
which has been positively identified as the 
Escort Company for Maj Gen Joseph 
Wheeler throughout most of the time, in-
cluding during the reorganizations, from 
when Maj General Wheeler became a cav-
alry leader in September 1862 until at least 
early 1864. Since there were routinely no 
more than 100 men in a Confederate cavalry 
company, and often many less, and since 
Maj General Joseph Wheeler's Escort was 
reportedly a company no larger than a regu-
larly sized cavalry company, the honor of 
serving as a member of Maj Gen Joseph 
Wheelers command was substantial. So 
were the physical demands. 
 
The duties of an escort company were not 
simply for bodyguard purposes and the 
escort company was not part of the general's 
administrative staff. Escort companies were 
fighters and not pencil pushers. General 
officers at or above the rank of Major Gen-
eral usually had escort companies in the 
Army of Tennessee. Both Nathan Bedford 
Forrest and Joseph Wheeler often used their 
escort company as an elite strike force when 
immediate action was required. That Maj 
Gen Wheeler was wounded three times and 
had sixteen horses shot out from under him 
attests to the fact that General Wheeler and 
his escort was in frequent combat. It is re-
ported that General Joseph Wheeler's escort 
company took heavy casualties during the 
battles especially during the Atlanta Cam-
paign. It is probable that our Private J. A. 
Robertson was one of the casualties during 
one of these battles for Atlanta. 
 

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 

It appears and then the 12th Alabama our 
Private J. A. Robertson became a Confeder-
ate soldier in late 1862 or early 1863, first in 
the 1st Alabama Cavalry, and then in the 12th 
Alabama Cavalry. The 12th Alabama Cavalry 
evidently became a battalion again after it 
separated from the 1st Alabama Cavalry. 
Again, lineage of the 1st and 12th Alabama 
Cavalry Battalions/Regiments is confusing, 
however, Private J.A. Robertson was a mem-
ber of the 12th Alabama Cavalry at the time 
of his death. 
 
The June 5, 1864 general register of the Cov-
ington Confederate Hospital dated June 5, 
1864 (Samuel Stout records) lists J. A. 
Robertson, Private, Co G, 12 Ala as “died”. 
Cause of death and date of admission were 
not shown. We can only guess just what 
caused the demise of Private J. A. Robertson 
and we don't even know what his complete 
name was. 
 
Research finally revealed that J. A. Robert-
son was actually James A. Robertson. 
Robertson family researchers have reported 
that they know James A Robertson died in 
the War Between the States but they did not 
know when he died or where he was buried. 
James A Robertson was born in North Caro-
lina about 1846 to Silas Francis Robertson 
(Abt 1809-Aft 1880) and Elizabeth Ann Co-
ley/Coly (Abt 1811-Aft 1870). James's sib-
lings were Hamilton J. (Abt 1839-Aft 1880), 
Henrietta J. 1840-1925), Joanna Catherine 
(1842-1918), Lusetta/Rosetta (1844-1910), 
Mary Elizabeth (1847-Bef 1875), George 
Thomas (1852-1918) and John Pierce (1855-
1923). The family moved from North Caro-
lina to Alabama about 1850 where the last 
three children, Mary,George and John were 
born. 
 
Based on the approximate birth date of 1846, 
that means that Private James A. Robertson 
was only about age 17 when he enlisted and 
perhaps about age 18 when he died. How 
tragic that he died at such a young age, but 
also way too common for Confederate sol-
diers. 
 
 
 
Headstone at Oxford 
shows: 
 
Z. DUTTON 
CO L, 28 ALA 
MAR 1864 
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford 
(60th & 61st Soldier in the series) 

that his parents were dead by 1850. The 
1860 census shows that Zachariah Dutton 
(age 38) is now married and has four chil-
dren. His wife is Mary Emily Rushing (abt 
1833-1896) in Tennessee) and children are 
Sarah Edna (abt 1852-1922), Eliza Jane 
(1855-1940), George Washington (1858-
1924) and Simeon B. (1860-1905). One 
source claims there was also another daugh-
ter named Amanda or Amada that died in 
her infancy before 1860. 
 
One story related by a Dutton descendant is 
that during Union General Wilson's destruc-
tive raid in Alabama during March/April 
1865, union forces raided the home of now 
dead Zachariah Dutton and robbed the 
widow Mary Dutton of the food that she 
needed to feed her children ignoring her 
cries that her children needed the food. Re-
portedly, General Wilson claims his raid 
was solely to destroy “Confederate” sup-
plies. Oh? 
 
Another family story is that when Private 
Zachariah Dutton was on leave one time 
after he enlisted, when he got ready to 
leave, Simeon, age 3, cried begging to go 

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 
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with his father, so Zachariah cut a button 
from his uniform and gave it to Simeon to 

persuade him to go back to the house. This 
was the last time the family ever saw Zacha-
riah. 
 
The widow Mary Emily Dutton never remar-
ried and filed for a Confederate pension on 
July 22, 1891. Alabama Pension number 4868 
was granted. Mary Emily Dutton died in 1896 
in Walker County, Alabama. We can only 
imagine the suffering of a widow with four 
small children in the destitute South.   

Confederate Memorial Wall  Covington Georgia 

Confederate Cemetery at Oxford 


