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in Hannibal. Three years later his
father died of pneumonia and at
13, Samuel was forced to leave
school and become a printer’s
apprentice. After two short years,
he joined his brother’s Orion
newspaper as a printer and editorial assistant.
It was here that young Samuel
discovered the joy of writing.
Sometime later Samuel became a
licensed river pilot in 1858 which
gave him the idea of the pseudonym, Mark Twain – a term which
means two fathoms or 12-feet
when water is being sounded.
‘Mark twain’ means it is safe to
navigate.

Approximately four years after
his birth, in 1839, the Clemens
family moved to the town of
Hannibal, a growing port city
that lay along the banks of the
great Mississippi. Hannibal then,
was a frequent stop for steam
boats arriving by both day and
night from St. Louis and New
Orleans.

Because the river trade was
brought to a stand still by the
Civil War in 1861, Twain or
Clemens as he was then, joined
the Marion (County) Rangers,
who vowed to glorify themselves
fighting Union forces. He was
elected second lieutenant but after
two weeks of camping out and
drilling, his outfit scattered rather
ingloriously when pursued by a
unit of seasoned, Federal soldiers
sent from St. Louis. In later years,
Clemens described his brief rebel
service in his colourful and
mostly-fictionalized reminiscence

Samuel’s father, a judge in the
town, built a two-story frame
house at 206 Hill Street. Because
of poor health, as a youngster
Samuel was kept indoors but by
the age of nine, he recovered
enough to join the rest of the
town’s children and play outside.
He then attended a private school

‘A Private History of a Campaign That Failed’ and spoke of
his knack for retreating: ‘When I
retired from the rebel army in
’61, I retired in good order, at
least in good enough order for a
person who had not yet learned
how to retreat according to the
rules of war and had to trust to
native genius. I knew more about
retreating than the man who
invented retreating’ he added.
Later, he stated that the war
‘Uprooted institutions that were
centuries old, transformed the
social life of half the country and
wrought so profoundly upon the
entire national character, that the
influence cannot be measured
short of two or three generations.’
Clemens then worked as a newspaper reporter for several newspapers all over the United States.
In 1870, Clemens married Olivia
Langdon, and they had four children, one of whom died in infancy and two who died in their
twenties. Their surviving child
Clara lived to be 88. She had one
daughter who died without having any children which meant
there were no direct descendants
of Samuel Clemens living.
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Adj. Camp to run for 13th Brig. Cmdr.
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“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington & Oxford”

On Nov. 30,
1835, the small
town of Florida,
Mo. saw the birth
of its most famous son. Samuel
Langhorne
Clemens was welcomed into the
world as the sixth child of John
Marshall and Jane Clemens.
Little did that happy couple realise their son Samuel would one
day be known as Mark Twain –
America’s most famous literary
icon.

From the Civil War Courier
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ily and the support of The Maj.
Gen. Joseph Wheeler Camp 863,
I would like to be considered as a
candidate for the position of 13th
Brigade Commander at the Division Reunion next June. It is my
sincere hope to establish bettercommunications between the
Camps of the 13th so that the
Brigade can better support the

To the Members
of The 13th Brigade

After much consideration and
discussion with friends and fam-
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individual Camp for the good of
the Division and The Cause. Your
support will be greatly appreciated.
Steven W. Camp
Adjutant Camp 863
confederatesteve1861@yahoo.com
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Compatriots;
First I want to thank Professor Stephen Henderson
for the great program he
presented at our last
meeting (October 8,
2013).
For those of you who missed it, Steve is the
Professor of Geology at Oxford College of
Emory University and he kindly came to
our camp and presented a program on Geology as it related to the Chattanooga Campaign during the War of Northern Aggression. His program explained how Chattanooga’s geographic position and its coal
and iron resources made it such an important railroad hub and manufacturing center
for both sides. This program was a new
perspective, from the usual military strategies etc. that we hear, and it was a very
interesting program enjoyed by all who
came.

and I hope to have him back in the near
future to do one of those programs. Thanks
again Steve for the great program.
I also want to thank Adjutant Steve Camp,
2nd Lt. Cmdr. Jerry New, Chaplin John
Maxey and Compatriot Mark Camp for
their help setting up, breaking down and
manning our booth at the Old Town Festival off and on all day on Saturday the 26th.

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

It was a good day that started out cold but
warmed nicely with a good crowd from noon
on. We sold $72.00 worth of flags and books
and passed out somewhere between 20 to 25
membership applications.
Coloring book pages of flags, confederate
hero’s and battles, with explanations of what
they were attached, were passed out to all the
children that visited the booth. It was a good
day for Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler Camp 863
and hopefully some of those who took applications will come to our camp meetings and join.
Our next meeting is Tuesday November 12,
2013. This is the meeting we open the floor for
nominations for Camp Officers, Person of the
Year and Compatriot of the Year so please be
there and nominate the people of your choice.
This is one of our most important meetings so
please make every effort to be there.
Thanks;
J. H. Underwood, Commander

Professor Henderson also does similar programs on the Atlanta Campaign and others

The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and
Continuing Project by
Oxford (54th, 55th, 56th & 57th Soldier in the series)
Compatriot Gene Wade
Headstone at Covington shows:
W.D. POOL
27th GA
Actually:
WALTER D. POOLE
COMPANY F
37th GEORGIA INFANTRY REGIMENT
Sparse soldier records show that according to
the Jan-Feb 1864 unit muster roll, this soldier
either enlisted or re-enlisted on October 20,
1863 at Decatur, Georgia in Company F of the
37th Regiment, Georgia Infantry. This muster
roll (Jan-Feb 1864) also shows that Private
Poole was “sent to hospital Jan 29, 1864”. The
April 1st, 1864 unit muster roll, the only other
record in his small file, shows Private Poole
was still absent and was “sent to hospital Jan
29, 1864” indicating that his unit thought his
absence from the 37th Georgia to be a long

absence and that he had not yet returned
from the hospital. Actually, Private Poole
had already died on February 22, 1864 and
his regiment was unaware of his demise.
There are no other records of the 37th
Georgia showing his service or his status
but it is likely, given the lack of records,
that he had possibly previously served and
that October 20, 1863 was actually the date
of his re-enlistment. The inscription on his
headstone showing 27th GA is incorrect
and should show 37th Georgia. Conflicting
genealogy research shows either Pool or
Poole but since most existing records,
including genealogy, military and census
records show Poole instead of Pool, it
appears Poole is the actual spelling
Records of Hill Confederate Hospital at
Covington, Georgia show that W. D.
Poole, Private, 37th Georgia, Company F,
died on February 22, 1864 of acute diarrhea.
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The 37th Georgia Volunteer Infantry was
officially organized in May 1863 using the
former 3rd Battalion Georgia Infantry and 9th
Battalion Georgia Infantry as its basis, both
whom were already combat experienced and
had fought in battles to include Murfreesboro, Tennessee (July 1862). The 37th Georgia fought at Chickamauga (Sept 1863) suffering 50% casualties of the 391 men involved and then at Missionary Ridge (Nov
1863) and later in the numerous battles in the
Atlanta Campaign. The 37th Georgia later
served under General Hood's winter campaign and was active in the final days of the
Confederacy in North Carolina.
Since Private Walter D. Poole was sent to a
hospital on January 29, 1864 and died in the
Confederate Hospital at Covington, Georgia
on February 20, 1864, it is likely he became
ill during winter quarters near Dalton, Georgia and before the main battles of the Atlanta
Campaign.
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(54th, 55th, 56th & 57th Soldier in the series)
According to a Poole family researcher,
Walter D. Poole is actually the Walter Poole
III born about 1828 in South Carolina to
Walter Poole Jr. (b. 1771 Virginia) and
Martha Poole (b.1795, Georgia). Our subject's siblings were Permetia Poole (b.1815,
SC), A.P. Poole (b.1822, SC) and Anderson
Poole (b.1833 in unknown state). The 1850
census seems to substantiate this information in that the father Walter (Jr.)(Age 81),
lives in same household with head of household A.P. Poole (age 28), the mother Martha
(age 55), sister Permelia (age 35), brother
Andersen (age 17) and our Walter (age 22).
The 1860 census shows our Walter D.
Pool(Poole) now age 31 living in same
household as Martha (age 68) and Permelia
(age 43). This 1860 census contained the
notation that Permelia was “idiotic”. This
1860 census indicates that our subject's
father Walter Pool Jr is not present and it is
assumed he is deceased since the mother
Martha is living in the household, minus
husband, in our subject's household. It is
noteworthy that the 1860 census shows that
brother Andrew P. Poole is living in the
adjacent homestead with his wife Mahaly
and their four children. No evidence could
be found that Private Walter D Poole ever
married. His brothers Andrew and Anderson
possibly also served the Confederacy but
evidence of service and whether they survived could not be accurately determined.
It is sad that there seems to be few Poole
descendants aware of the service and existence of Private Walter D. Poole (III). It is
incumbent on us to remember his service.
Original headstone at Oxford College
shows
D. AUGUSTUS
CO. A, 30 ALA
JULY 1864
Actually:
D. AUGUSTUS
CO. A, 30 ALA
July 1864
Despite extensive research, this soldier
could not be positively identified. No soldier with this name could be identified with
the 30th Alabama but records of this unit,
like many other Confederate units, are
sparse. The unfortunate fact is that information on all Confederate soldiers is incom-

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade

plete.

Actually:

The July16, 1864 daily report for the Covington, Georgia Confederate Hospital shows that
a D. Augustus was a private in Company A
of the 30th Alabama and that he had died on
that date. No cause of death was indicated.
Lacking better information, the information
on the headstone is presumed to be correct.

ENOCH JOHN RAINEY
COMPANY C
4th BATTALION
GEORGIA SHARPSHOOTERS

Consideration was given to the possibility
that transcription errors were made and that
Augustus/Augustin/Augustine and other
similar names were from a state other than
Alabama. A unit other that the 30th Alabama
may have been involved but no reasonable
matches were found. It is also possible that
Augustus may have been a first name and not
his last name.
If Private Augustus was in fact a member of
the 30th Alabama Infantry Regiment, he
would likely have been a combat-hardened
veteran. The Thirtieth was organized in April
1862 and soon served in east Tennessee and
Kentucky. The regiment fought in the battle
of Vicksburg suffering severe casualties and
was surrendered at Vicksburg in July 1864.
The fact that Private Augustus is not on the
list of Confederate soldiers paroled at Vicksburg may be an indication that he was not
really in the 30th Alabama but was in another
unit, but that is speculation. The 30th Alabama soon reorganized and was sent to Chattanooga where it was lightly engaged at Missionary Ridge. The regiment went into winter
quarters near Dalton in late 1863. In the
spring of 1864, the regiment suffered heavy
losses at Rocky Face, New Hope, Atlanta and
Jonesboro. Since private Augustus died on
July 16, 1864 at Covington, Georgia, he
likely was wounded or became ill before the
main battle of Atlanta. The 30th Alabama
went on to fight at Franklin and Nashville,
Tennessee. The regiment finally surrendered
at war's end in North Carolina.
Genealogy research and census searches of
the name variations of Augustus were made
but no credible matches were found. Perhaps
some day, more information will become
available on this Confederate soldier. This
Confederate soldier deserves no less.

Headstone at Covington shows:
E. RAINEY
4th GA BATT

The first of two existing
service records for this soldier shows that he enlisted or reenlisted as a
private in Company A of the 4th Battalion,
Georgia Sharpshooters on March 16, 1864 at
Macon, Georgia. Since he enlisted at about age
35, he was possibly already a member of the 4th
Battalion or another unit.
The 4th Battalion, Georgia Sharpshooters consisted of four companies and was organized
during the Spring of 1863 from parts of the 3rd
Georgia Infantry Battalion and the 37th Georgia
Infantry Regiment.
The 4th fought at Tullahoma (July 1863),
Chickamauga (Sept 1863), Missionary Ridge
(Oct 1863) and Chattanooga in (Nov-Dec
1863). After March 1864, when Private Rainey
enlisted or reenlisted, the 4th fought in the Atlanta campaign to include Resaca (May 1864),
New Hope Church (May 1864), Dallas (May
1864), Peachtree Creek (July 1864), Ezra
Church (July 1864), Atlanta Siege (July-Aug
1864), Jonesboro (Aug-Sept 1864) and then
Franklin Nov 1864) and then the Carolinas
until the final surrender in 1865. The 4th Battalion, Georgia Sharpshooters was a combatexperienced unit.
We do not know exactly when Private Rainey
died although one researcher says May, 24,
1864. We know that his second and final record of Sept/Oct 1864 states only that he is
“absent sick”. No other record beyond the
March/April 1864 record showing his enlistment on March 16, 1864 and his muster roll of
Sept/Oct 1864 showing him to be absent and
sick could be found. It is assumed that Private
Rainey likely died during the heaviest influx of
Confederate patients into Covington, Georgia
during the period of June-August 1864. Few
records of the 4th Battalion Georgia Sharpshooters survived the war.
Although there are few researchers of this arm
of the Rainey family, it appears that our Enoch
John Rainey was the son of William Charlie
Rainey (1802-1868) and Theodosia Nash
Rainey (1803-1887). Enoch Rainey's siblings
were Elizabeth Rainey (1825-?), Reuben
Rainey (1827-1898), John B. D. Rainey (1831Continued on page 4.
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(54th, 55th & 56th & 57th Soldier in the series)
1912), Hester Rainey (1837-1908), Charles
W. Rainey (1839-1863), Mary B. “Polly”
Rainey (1841-1907), Theodosia A Rainey
(1844-1910) and Thomas Abytha Rainey
(1846-1932). Rainey Family genealogists
are not always in agreement on these
birth/death dates but they seem to agree on
parentage.
Enoch John Rainey was married on December 1860 to Lucy Ann Kimbrew (18451924). Enoch and Lucy Ann had two children, a daughter named Narcissa Hester
Rainey born in 1862 and a son Enoch J.
Rainey born about 1863. After our Private
Enoch Rainey died in the War Between The
States, the widow Lucy Ann married
George Washington Hodge (1846-1897)
and had five more children by him. Her new
husband George Washington Hodge had
served in Company D, 10th Battalion Georgia Infantry and was surrendered at Appomattox.
Enoch John Rainey's brothers Reuben
Rainey and Charles Rainey both served in
Company D, 10th Battalion Georgia Infantry. Reuben survived the war but brother

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade

Charles died of Chronic Bronchitis at Richmond, Virginia hospital #16. Brother Thomas Abaytha Rainey served in the 2nd Regiment, Georgia Reserves and survived the
war. Brother John B. D. Rainey is believed
to have served but his unit is not known and
he also survived the war. Two of the four
brothers died in this war. This family gave
much to the Confederacy.

Headstone at Oxford Shows:
W. A. COX
APRIL, 1864
Actually:
W.A. COX
APRIL, 1864
This Confederate soldier cannot be better
identified other than what is shown on this
headstone. This soldier could not be found
in the few available Dr Samuel Stout records
for the Oxford/Covington Confederate hospitals The absence of a name other than
initials and the absence of a state or unit
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designation makes research more difficult
since so many Confederate soldier records are
incomplete.
In the Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System
CWSS), there are only five Confederate records filed with the initials of W.A. with the
last name of Cox, none of which could reasonably have been the W. A. Cox in question
based on their service records. There were
250 soldiers listed as a W. Cox and there are
3,554 Confederate soldiers with the last name
of Cox. Add to that the fact that CWSS records listed a first name and not initials makes
researching quite difficult . Searches for
Cox/Cots/Cotts/Fox and other similar names
likewise revealed no reasonable matches.
Although there were several interesting possible matches, none were credible enough to
make a definitive identification for this Confederate soldier who will remain poorly identified and unless better information arises, will
be known only to God. It is sad to realize that
there is a Confederate soldier who cannot be
identified.

