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Coming Events
March 12, 2013 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
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meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
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was in Franklin County, Georgia
by 1870 and although I cannot
find him in the 1880 census,
(1890 census was lost in fire) he
was present in Newton County by
the census of 1900.
Joseph
Meadors
Company B

Whitaker
Hackett

16th Georgia Cavalry

Company D
Hampton’s,
South Carolina Legion

Joseph Meadors records show he
enlisted on May 14, 1862 and was
elected as lieutenant on the same
day. The 16th eventually became
part of the 13th Georgia Cavalry
in May of 1864 but Lt. Meadors
must have always felt himself in
the 16th as his gravestone suggest.
(His records are under the 13th
Georgia Cavalry).

Whitaker Hackett enlisted on
September 13, 1864 at Columbia, South Carolina as a private.
Hampton’s Legion Infantry
served in the Army of Northern
Virginia and he was at the surrender at Appomattox, April 9,
1865.

He survived the war and was on
detailed service to gather to gather
new horses at the end of the war
so he evidently did not officially
surrender. Lt. Meadors was born
about 1833 and died in 1921.
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By: Commander J. H. Underwood

“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington & Oxford”

The Meadors Cemetery, located
on County Road 213 just of
Highway 36 in Newton County,
is in need of cleaning and restoration. Two Confederate Soldiers are buried there. Compatriot and Camp Genealogist
Gene Wade has written biographies on both, the short versions
of which I have included below;

He was married to Eliza A.
Hackett who is also buried in the
Meadors cemetery. He was born
about 1835 and died in 1920. It
appears that he lived in South
Carolina until after the war and

So far, a cursory check has re-
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(38th and 39th Soldiers in a series)
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene
Wade (Continued from page 3.)

1

vealed no family connection
between Meadors and Hackett
but it will take more in-depth
research to tell for sure. I suspect the Hackett’s were simply
neighbors of the Meadors.
According to a notation found in
the deep bowels of Findagrave,
this cemetery may have also
been known as Junction Cemetery and Anderson Cemetery.
That leads to the question of
“Why Anderson” unless there
are Andersons buried there as
well.
Compatriot Larry Cornwell and I
walked this cemetery on Sunday,
February 9th and I found one
Anderson grave marker but
many graves marked only with
field stones. Many of these are
perhaps Andersons. Compatriot
Cornwell’s Great Grandfather
McCart is also buried there in an
unmarked grave.
These two Confederate hero’s
are where Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 comes in.
With their final resting place
being overgrown with pines and
brush it is our duty to make this
our next cemetery rescue.
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Our Commanders’ Comments

Our April 9, 2013 meeting will once again be
our “Open House” so bring your war period
artifacts for display. As a bonous Mr. Strozier
will once again be our guest speaker at which
time he will present the camp with maps and
records of his findings at the Middlebrooks
Cemetery. This is one meeting you don’t want
to miss.

Compatriots;
It was with great pleasure
that on February 12,
2013, our last meeting,
1st. Lt. Commander
Tommy Cook, Compatriot Gene Wade, acting
as camp chaplain, and I
initiated our newest member, Mr. Russell
Tonning.

At our last meeting we discussed exploring the
possibility of cleaning and restoring the
Meadors cemetery off County Highway 213 in
Newton County where two Civil War Soldiers
are buried. (See “Soldiers at Meadors” on page
1.)

Russell joins our ranks through his ancestor
Private Littleberry Joyner of Company I,
30th Regiment, North Carolina Infantry.
The 30th Infantry Regiment completed its
organization at Camp Mangum, near Raleigh, North Carolina, in October, 1861.
The men were raised in the following counties: Sampson, Warren, Brunswick, Wake,
Nash, Granville, Duplin, Edgecombe,
Moore, and Mecklenburg. It served in the
Department of North Carolina, then was
assigned to General G.B. Anderson's, Ramseur's, and Cox's Brigade, Army of Northern Virginia.
Join me in welcoming Russell to Maj. Gen.
Joseph Wheeler Camp #863 and to the
Sons of Confederate Veterans.
On Thursday February 21, 2013 Mr. Len
Strozier of Omega Mapping Services began

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

the mapping of the Middlebrooks Cemetery.
I want to thank all of those members that
took time out of their day to witness this
process and share the experience with Ms.
Debby Autry who was on hand most all
day. (See story below)
At our next meeting (March 12, 2013) we
will be discussing ways to mark the unmarked and unknown graves discovered by
Mr. Strozier’s work.

As a result I have talked with former County
Commissioner Monty Laster who has agreed to
help anyway he can. He has already tried to
make contact with the cemeteries closest
neighbors, who were not at home on his first
attempt, but will try again. Thanks Monty for
your help and we look forward to getting this
project started.
I look forward to seeing all of you at our next
meeting, March 12, 2013.
J. H. Underwood
Commander

Mapping Middlebrooks
By: Commander J. H. Underwood

Thursday, February 21, 2013;
The day started with breakfast at Betty’s on
Salem Road at 9:00 am with my wife Pat and
Ms. Debby Autry who had left Calhoun,
Georgia at 6:30 am. The mission was to
witness the ground penetrating radar mapping
of the Middlebrooks Cemetery.
We departed Betty’s at 10:00 am and by the
time we got
to the
cemetery
2nd Lt.
Commander
Jerry New
and former
Commis-

sioner Monty Laster were already there
watching Mr. Len Strozier of Omega Mapping Service whom had already started the
mapping.
What a
beautiful
day! After introducing
Mr.
Strozier to
Ms. Autry
we walked
the cemetery showing Ms. Autry the work
we have done, especially Compatriot Larry
Cornwell’s work on the rock wall.
Soon we were joined by Compatriots Gene
Wade, Grady Dukes and Bob Brown.

2

After watching the mapping for some
time Lt.
Cmdr. New
took Ms.
Autry to the
Brick Store
community to
show her the old cemetery where Zere Middlebrooks’ father, a Revolutionary War Soldier, may be buried. They returned with
lunch and we continued to enjoy the afternoon in the Middlebrooks cemetery.
If you have not been there I encourage you
to visit this historic cemetery and see what
our camp has accomplished.

G E N . J O E ’ S D I SP A T C H

V O LU M E 8 , I S S U E 1 1

PAGE 3

The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(38th and 39th Soldiers in the series)
Headstone at Covington
shows:
J. KOBB
Actually:
JOHN J. KOLB
Company K
35th MISS INFANTRY
REGT.
This soldier enlisted at age 27 on April 22,
1862 in Company K, 35th Mississippi Infantry Regiment at West Point, Mississippi.
The 35th Mississippi was assigned to General J. C. Moore's Arkansas and Texas Brigade, Maury's Division and occupied Corinth and then Iuka, Mississippi. The 35th
Miss helped serve as a blocking force to
halt northern advances and was engaged in
several engagements in northern Mississippi in 11862 and early 1863.
The 35th Miss eventually came under
Moore's Brigade and saw heavy combat in
the battles leading up the final defense of
Vicksburg. One Vicksburg survivor of the
35th Miss. stated toward the end of his service, “the men were exhausted both in mind
and body”. The brigade spent forty-seven
days in a narrow ditch exposed to scorching
heat during the day and often chilling air
and dews of the night. Starvation stalked
the trenches. The entire brigade was surrendered at Vicksburg on July 4th, 1863 and
most were paroled pending exchange days
after the surrender. Private John J. Kolb had
been “wounded slightly” and was in the
Vicksburg City Hospital when he was paroled July, 13th, 1863 by the 23rd Regular
Indiana Volunteers. Since he was wounded
and not able to leave Vicksburg under his
own power, he was transported on the U. S.
Steamer Chouteau to Mobile, Alabama and
then transferred to the USS Steamer Suffolk
for transport to Fort Morgan, Alabama for
his return to the Confederacy.
Private Kolb had apparently recovered
enough to rejoin the 35th Mississippi when
the unit was officially exchanged on November 20, 1863. The 35th was rushed to
reinforce General Bragg in northern Georgia but arrived too late to participate in the
battle at Missionary Ridge on November
25,1863. The 35th Mississippi was made
part of General W. H. T. Walker's Division,
Hardee's Corps, but having arrived too late
for Missionary Ridge, was sent to General
Maury's Division at Mobile, Alabama Janu-

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade

ary 15-16 1863. After several assignments
involving Selma and Mobile, Alabama, the
35th was sent back to join General Johnson
just as Resaca, Georgia was being evacuated
May 13-15 1863. The 35th was reported to
have been under fire virtually every day all
the way through the Battle of Atlanta but it
appears that Private was wounded or became ill before this campaign. Because of
the timing, it appears that Private Kolb
likely became ill or had a relapse from his
previous wound (Vicksburg, July 1863)
during the 35th Mississippi's first movement
to northern Georgia in late November 1863.
Since the Atlanta Receiving and Distributing Hospital shows Private J. J. Kolb was
admitted January 16, 1864 and was to be
sent to the Covington, Georgia hospital, he
would not have been in the movement back
to southern Alabama.
The records of Lumpkin Hospital shows
that Private J. J. Kolb died on February 18,
1864 of pneumonia. Pneumonia was often
the end result of wounds so it is possible
that his gunshot wound from Vicksburg
(July 1863) contributed to his death. The
inventory of his belongings lists cash
$12.50, another 50 cents, one knapsack, one
pair pants, one shirt, one pair drawers, one
pair socks, one blanket, one pair shoes and
one hat. So typical of the meager possessions of Confederate soldiers.
John J. Kolb was born about 1835 in Mississippi to James Kolb (b.1803 S.C.) and
Rhoda Egger Kolb (b. 1803 S.C.). John J.
Kolb was the youngest of seven children
and his siblings, all born in Mississippi,
were: an infant girl who died soon after
birth (date unknown), William B. Kolb
(b.1825), Nancy Carolina Kolb (b.1827),
Silas R. Kolb (b. abt 1829), Mary (Polly)
Kolb (b.abt 1831) and Andrew Egger Kolb
(b.1833). It was obviously a blow to the
family when the father, James Kolb, died on
October 16, 1835 and the mother Rhoda
Kolb died the next day on October 17, 1835.
They both died of “Epidemic of Fever”
(probably Yellow Fever). The young children, including our subject John now less
than one year of age, fell under the custodianship of his paternal grandfather Silas
Kolb until Silas' death in 1850. The children
were sent to live with local relatives with
our subject John J. Kolb going to live with
his uncle Newton Kolb and his family.

Brother Andrew Egger Kolb, married and
father of three at time of enlistment, also
enlisted in Company K of the 35th Mississippi on the same day (April 22, 1862) as did
our subject John J. Kolb. Andrew was also
captured at Vicksburg and was paroled, exchanged and returned to the 35th Mississippi.
Andrew's records are incomplete but show he
was promoted to 5th Sergeant in March 1864.
The unit muster roll for July-Aug 1864 show
Andrew was “absent, wounded at hospital”
but do not specify how wounded, type wound
or name of hospital (One descendent says he
was wounded in the shoulder at Atlanta).
There is no other military record for brother
Andrew but it is known that he survived the
war and reportedly had twenty children by
his two wives.
Brother Silas Kolb appears to have died
about 1860-61 of causes not associated with
the war but his place of burial has not been
identified. (Should not be confused with his
cousin Silas Kolb who was a member of the
6th Miss cavalry and who was killed in 1864
at age 17 in battle at Harrisburg, Miss).
Brother William Bond Kolb, according to
Kolb family historians, was a pillar of the
community and helped to organize the local
militia in 1861 and then joined the 41st Mississippi Infantry Regiment. Appears to have
been captured in Kentucky and paroled in
1862 and later wounded at Chicamauga. Records for this soldier are incomplete but he
survived the war and died in Mississippi in
1891.
Since it appears that Private John J. Kolb
never married and had no children it behooves us to remember those who gave their
lives for their fight for their/our freedoms. It
is also sad that his name is incorrectly engraved on his headstone..

Headstone at Covington
shows:
M. KONEY
6th AL
Actually:
MORRIS J. RONEY
COMPANY D
6th REGIMENT
ALABAMA CAVALRY
This soldier enlisted as a private on March 5,
1863 at Abbeville, AlaContinued on page 4.
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford (38th and
39h Soldiers in the series)
bama in (Old) Company E of the 6th Regiment,
Alabama Cavalry. This company eventually
became Company D of the same regiment. His
enlistment record shows he was age 39 with
gray eyes and dark hair. He was of dark complexion and was 6 feet 2 inches tall and was a
farmer. Little is known of his service between
the time of enlistment in March 1862 and his
death in early 1864 because of sparse records
but we do know some of the history of the 6th
Regiment, Alabama Cavalry. The 6th Regiment
became part of a brigade commanded by Brigadier-General J. H. Clanton.
The 6th Regiment of Alabama Cavalry was
organized March 1863 near Pine Level, Autauga County, Alabama. First posted to Pollard,
Escambia County, Alabama ,northeast of Mobile, Alabama, the Brigade engaged and turned
back a column of the enemy that moved out of
Pensacola, Florida. The 6th Alabama Cavalry
was soon sent to northern Alabama in February
1864 to protect Gadsden and Selma, Alabama.
The 6th fought in several skirmishes in Mississippi and northern Alabama in late 1863 and
early 1864 and then was sent to Georgia where
it engaged in heavy fighting (May-June 1864)

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade
leading up to the Battle for Atlanta. Since
the 6th Alabama was a cavalry unit, it likely
did not participate in any of the large land
battles but in frequent skirmishes while
scouting and attacking supply lines. Private
Roney evidently became sick or wounded
sometime during this time. When and why
he was sent to the Confederate Hospital at
Covington, Georgia is not known, only that
he died and was buried there in the Covington Georgia Confederate Cemetery. Only by
extensive research was it finally discovered
that his name was actually Roney and not
the Koney as inscribed on his headstone.
Morris J. Roney was the youngest child of
Morris Roney (Sr.) and Jane Roney. His
four siblings, all brothers, were Thomas B.
Roney (b. abt 1816), Marion J. Roney (b.
abt 1824), John A. Roney (b. abt 1825) and
Joseph (b. abt 1826).
Brother Thomas B. Roney cannot be positively identified as being a Confederate
soldier since he was born about 1816 and
may have been too old or infirm to have
served but he survived until after 1880.
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Brother Marion J. Roney, born about 1824,
also cannot positively be positively identified as having served the Confederacy but it
appears he did not survive until 1870.
Brother John J. Roney served in Company H
of the 54th Regiment, Alabama Infantry but
it cannot be determined if he survived past
the war. Brother Joseph Roney served in
Company G, 15th Alabama Infantry Regiment and was killed in action on April 12,
1862 at Orange Court House, Virginia.
Private Morris J. Roney was married to
Elizabeth Roney. Their children were sons
Thomas J. Roney (b.abt 1852), Cansus(?)
Roney (b. abt 1856 and daughters Lenora
Roney (b. abt 1858) and George Ann (b. abt
1860). Widow Elizabeth apparently did not
remarry because she started receiving a Confederate widow's pension from Alabama in
1891. It appears that widow Elizabeth died
before 1900.
Still another Southern family that suffered in
this terrible war.

