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Louis. At Vicksburg, Mississippi the steamship stopped
for a series of hasty repairs to
the boilers and to take on
more passengers. Rather
than have a bad boiler replaced, a small patch repair
was made to reinforce a leaking area. A section of bulged
boiler plate was removed, and
a patch of lesser thickness
than the parent plate was
riveted in its place. This repair took about one day,
whereas a complete replacement of the boiler would have
taken about three days During Sultana's time in port,
men tried to muscle, bribe,
and threaten their way on
board, until the ship was
bursting at the seams with
soldiers. More than two thousand men crowded aboard.

1st._Lt.Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org

2nd. Lt. Cmdr: Jerry New
2nd_Lt. Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org

Camp Adjutant: Steve Camp
Adjutant@campjoewheeler.org

Coming Events
May 8, 2010 - Regular Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
June 8 - 10, 2012 - 2012 Georgia Division Reunion - Charter House Inn, Bainbridge,
Georgia.
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SS Sultana was a Mississippi
River Steamboat Paddlewheeler
that exploded on April 27, 1865
in the greatest maritime disaster
in United States history. An
estimated 1,600 of Sultana's
2,400 passengers were killed
when three of the ship's four
boilers exploded and Sultana
sank near Memphis, Tennessee
This disaster was overshadowed
in the press by other recent
events. John Wilkes Booth,
President Lincoln’s assassin, was
killed the day before. During the
previous week, the American
Civil War ended.
The wooden steamship was constructed in 1863 by the John
Litherbury Shipyard in Cincinnati and intended for the lower
Mississippi cotton trade. Registering 1,719 tons, the steamer
normally carried a crew of 85.
For two years, the Sultana ran a
regular route between St. Louis
and New Orleans, frequently
commissioned to carry troops.

Most of the new passengers
were Union soldiers, chiefly
from Ohio and just released
from Confederate prison
camps such as Cahawba and
Andersonville. The US government had contracted with
Sultana to transport these
former prisoners of war back
to their homes. With a legal
capacity of only 376, Sultana
was severely overcrowded.
Many of the passengers had
been weakened by their incarceration and associated
illnesses. Passengers were
packed into every available
berth, and the overflow was
so severe that the decks were
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Under the command of Captain J. C. Mason of St.
Louis, Sultana left New Orleans on April 21, 1865, with
75 to 100 cabin passengers,
deck passengers, and numerous head of livestock
bound for market in St.
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completely packed.
The cause of the explosion
was a leaky and poorly repaired steam boiler. There
was reason to believe allowable working steam pressure
was exceeded in an attempt
to overcome the spring river
current. The boiler (or boilers) gave way when the
steamer was 7 to 9 miles (11
to 14 km) north of Memphis
at 2:00 AM. The enormous
explosion flung some of the
passengers on deck into the
water, and destroyed a large
section of the ship. Hot coals
scattered by the explosion
soon turned the remaining
superstructure into an inferno, the glare of which was
visible as far away as Memphis.

Sultana on fire, from Harpers
Weekly.

The first boat on the scene
was the southbound steamer
Bostonia II which arrived at
about 3:00 AM, an hour after the explosion, and overtook the burning wreck to
rescue scores of survivors.
The hulk drifted
to the west
Continued on page 2
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Our Commanders Comments
Compatriots;
Confederate History month
has come and gone and
even though I was not in
town for the “Big Weekend” ,when most of the
Confederate Memorial
Day Observances were
being held, I was in Charleston, SC with
friends visiting many Confederate sites.
Earlier in the month, 2nd Lt. Commander
Jerry New and I installed the new headstone of Private John Ellis Cortney, Co. C.,
36th Alabama Infantry
who died on March 2,
1864 of pneumonia at
Hood Hospital in Oxford and was buried in
the Historic Confederate Cemetery there.
Pvt. Courtney has been
without a headstone
for the past two or
three years due to the theft of his original
stone. Thanks to Judy Bond of the Rockdale Historical Society for acquiring the
new stone and thanks to 2nd Lt. Commander Jerry New for getting permission
and replacing the stone in time for Confederate History Month.
I am very proud of our troupes participation

in the events of the “Big Weekend” especially those that assisted Madelyn Stark and
the ladies of the James M. Gresham Chapter
of the UDC in putting out flags at the Social
Circle cemetery on Friday April, 20th.

Pictured above are (from left to right) Kristin Cook (Tommy’s Daughter), 1st Lt.
Commander Tommy Cook, new member
Jimmy Chappell, Camp Chaplin John
Maxey, Compatriot Don Stark, 2nd Lt.
Commander Jerry New, Richard Frote and
Suzanne Forte the Registrar for the James
M. Gresham Chapter of the UDC, all armed
with flags and ready to go to work. They
put out 52 flags in the Historic Cemetery.
On the next day, Saturday April, 21st, at the
UDC’s Confederate Memorial Day Observance, James M. Gresham Chapter President Madelyn Stark presented our Camp
with a Certificate of Appreciation for their

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

help. Thank you
Madelyn for the
recognition and I
am sure our
members were
proud to be able
to honor our
Confederate
Hero’s in that way.
While this was going on, as I stated earlier, I
was visiting some Confederate Sites in
Charleston. The first (and the reason for my
trip) was to visit my Great Great Grandfather’s
grave in the Historic Magnolia Cemetery. He
was Pvt. George Rolland Thompson, Co. H. 27
Georgia Infantry (Zachry Rangers) from Henry
County. Thanks to findagrave.com I discovered where he was buried about two years ago
and to the best of my knowledge I am the first
family member to ever visit his grave.
I was pleased to find that George’s grave was
in the middle
of a very
large Confederate section
surrounded
by hundreds
of Confederate Hero’s,
from privates
to generals, in
an absolutely
beautiful and well kept Historic Cemetery.

SS Sultana Disaster
Article from Wikipedia Encyclopedia (Continued from page 1)
bank of the river, and sank at around
dawn near the tiny settlement of Mound
City near present day Marion, Arkansas. Other vessels joined the rescue,
including the steamer Arkansas, Jenny
Lind, Essex, and the Navy sidewheel
gunboat USS Tyler, manned by volunteers. The ship's regular crew had been
discharged days before.
Passengers who survived the initial explosion had to risk their lives in the icy
spring runoff of the Mississippi or burn
with the ship. Many died of drowning or
hypothermia. Some survivors were
plucked from trees along the Arkansas

shore. Bodies of victims continued to
be found downriver for months, some
as far as Vicksburg. Many bodies were
never recovered. Sultana's officers,
including Captain Mason, were among
those who perished.
About 500 survivors, many with horrible burns, were transported to hospitals in Memphis. Up to 300 of them
died later from burns or exposure.
Newspaper accounts indicate that the
people of Memphis had sympathy for
the victims despite the fact that they
had recently been enemies. The Chicago Opera Troupe staged a benefit,
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the crew of Essex raised $1,000, and
the mayor took in three survivors.
Monuments and historical markers to
Sultana and its victims
have been erected at
Memphis, Tennessee;
Muncie, Indiana;
Marion, Arkansas;
Vicksburg, Mississippi;
Cincinnati, Ohio; Knoxville, Tennessee; Hillsdale, Michigan; and
Mansfield, Ohio.
Historic marker of
the Sultana disaster
in Marion, AR
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington
and Oxford (20th & 21st Soldiers in the series) Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade
Headstone at Covington:
W. W. COFFEE
26th TN
Actual:
WILLIAM W. COFFEY
1st CORPORAL,
COMPANY D
26th TENNESSEE INFANTRY
REGIMENT

This soldier enlisted July 4th, 1861 in Capt.
William McConnel's Company, 3rd Regiment, East Tennessee Volunteers and mustered in September 5, 1861 at Camp Cummings (Knoxville) Tennessee. He enlisted
for 12 months and was age 28 at the time of
enlistment. This company soon became
Company D of the 26th Tennessee Infantry
Regiment and his enlistment was later extended to three years or end of war.
The 26th Tennessee first went to Bowling
Green, Kentucky and then on to Fort Donelson, Tennessee where on February 16,
1862, most of the regiment was captured.
The captured Confederates, including private Coffey, was imprisoned at Camp
Douglas, Illinois. The 26th Tennessee was
paroled at Vicksburg, Miss in September
1862 and was declared exchanged November, 10, 1862. The Regiment was then sent
to Knoxville, Tenn for reorganization.
The 26th Tennessee became part of Brown's
Brigade, Breckinridge's Division of Har-

dee's Corps and participated in the battle of
Murfreesboro (Stone's River) on January 2,
1863. The regiment and brigade soon became part of Cheatham's Division. Bragg's
Army of Tennessee retreated shortly afterward and the Brigade spent most of the
spring and summer (1863) in camp near
Tullahoma, Tennessee. During this time,
Private Coffey was promoted to 3rd Corporal. The Army of Tennessee soon abandoned central Tennessee and the supply hub
of Chattanooga, Tennessee. Private Coffey
was sick in the Foard Hospital at Ringgold,
Georgia Mar-April-May 1863 but evidently
recovered somewhat since he was used as a
nurse in this hospital for during this time
before returning to his unit probably in May
1863.
General Bragg attacked Rosecrans at the
Battle of Chickamauga 19-20 September
1863. The 26th Tennessee was heavily engaged and lost 98 out of 229 effectives. It
appears that 3rd Corporal Coffey was promoted to 2nd Corporal soon after this battle
and then soon to 1st Corporal. The 26th was
engaged in picket duty near Lookout Mountain and was not engaged at this battle and
was lightly engaged at Missionary Ridge
with Stephenson's Division. After the retreat, the regiment wintered near Dalton and
Calhoun, Georgia and then participated in
the fighting to include Resaca, New Hope
Church, Big Shanty, Powder Springs and
then Atlanta. Corporal Coffey was likely
wounded in late June 1864 and was sent to
Hill Hospital, Covington, Georgia where he

Our Commanders Comments
Located about 150 yards from my GG
Grandfather’s grave site I came upon this
Historic Confederate Site!

The gravesite of H. L. Hunley and all three
crews of the CSS Hunley including the last

crew that was buried there in 2004.
From there we went to 150 Supply St., in
North Charleston where
the Hunley is currently
kept in a converted
warehouse.
Our next meeting is
Tuesday May 9th at
which time I will present a short program
with lots of pictures of
my visit to Charleston
and the Hunley. I hope I don’t bore you to
much.
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died on July 11, 1864 from unstated wounds.
William W. Coffey was born about 1832 in
Grainger County, Tennessee to Cleveland
Coffey and Susan Hayes Coffey. William
married Gelina Shouse in 1854 and they had
four children, Berry Wisdom Coffey
(b.1857), Calvin Coffey (b. abt 1865), John
Cleveland Coffey (b. 1859) and Malinda
Coffey (b.abt1855). It is interesting that William's widow, Gelina Shouse Coffey, remarried after the war in 1868 to a Noble Collins
who also served in Company D of the 26th
Tennessee and was a close friend of William
Coffee. Gelina and Noble then had at least
four children of their own. Noble Collins
died sometime between 1880 and 1910. Gelina drew a Confederate pension based on
Noble Collins service before she died in
1916.

Headstone (Covington)
S. CONNELLY
7th MS
Actual:
STEPHEN CONERLY
CO. D, 7th MISS
INFANTRY
This soldier enlisted in
Company D of the 7th Regiment, Mississippi
Volunteers on October 15th 1863 at Columbia, Mississippi. He was about 37 years old at
enlistment. The 7th Mississippi was originally
organized in 1861 for Mississippi coastal

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

In addition to this we will have a
viewing and sale of Confederate paintings/prints and memorabilia that are up for
sale by Compatriot and Past Commander Jim
Reynolds. These are high quality prints and
collectables so bring your checkbooks.
Jim and his wife, Alison, are moving to Colorado for one year to be with their daughterin-law and grandchildren while her son, Lt.
Col. A. J. Rollins, USAF, does a tour in Afghanistan. Jim has left these with us to sell. I
will try to get pictures of all of these collectables to you before the meeting.
J. H. Underwood, Commander
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(20th & 21th Soldiers in the series)
Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade
defense. The regiment joined The Army of
Tennessee at Corinth, Mississippi in 1862 and
was assigned to the “High Pressure” Brigade
under General J. R. Chalmers. The unit soon
participated in the April 1862 battle at Shiloh,
Tennessee where it participated in the first
charge of the battle. The 7th fought at Murfreesboro, Tennessee and then at Chickamauga.
Georgia.
Private Conerly missed the above battles but he
enlisted in time to possibly participate in the
battle of Missionary Ridge, Tennessee on November 25, 1863 but if not he was certainly
soon engaged in the other battles in which the
7th Mississippi participated such as Rock Face,
Resaca and New Hope Church. He is listed as a
deserter in March 1864 for a short time but
things were so hectic during this period that he
may actually have been absent sick. His service
records are incomplete so it is not known when
he arrived at the Hill Hospital at Covington,
Georgia but he is listed in the Hill Hospital
records as having died from chronic diarrhea
on June 19, 1864. The personal effects he left
behind were one pair shoes, one pair pants, one
coat, one haversack and one canteen.

Stephen Conerly was born to William and
Sarah Brown Conerly about 1826 in North
Carolina and he had four sisters. Evidently
Stephen's mother, Sarah died about 1837 in
North Carolina and Stephen's father then
married Elizabeth Cameron and had six
more children from that marriage. Census
records indicate the combined family moved
to Marion County, Mississippi before 1850.
The 1860 census indicates that Stephen
Conerly was now married to Ascenith
Rester Conerly and lived just across the
state line in Washington Parrish, Louisiana.
Genealogy records show Stephen Conerly
had a son named Stephen Monroe Conerly,
born April 9, 1862. Stephen Conerly choose
to return from Louisiana to Marion County,
Mississippi in order to enlist in the 7th Mississippi possibly because his step-brother
John (Jackson) Conerly was already in the
7th Mississippi. This step-brother was
wounded at Murfreesboro, Tennessee and
survived the war.
Stephen Conerly's wife Ascenith seems to
have disappeared after 1870. She probably
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died since family researchers do not say
what happened to her. The son, Stephen
Monroe Conerly (born 1862), is shown in
the 1880 census living with a sister of Ascenith and her husband.
The service of Private Stephen Conerly
lasted only about nine months but he likely
saw heavy service and gave his life for his
state and for his country.

Confederate Memorial Wall
Covington Georgia

