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Wm. E. Simpson Camp #96 in 

Lawrenceville, one from Gen. 

George “Tig” Anderson Camp 

#2038 in Mansfield, the 13 Bri-

gade Commander Philip Autrey 

and of course Commander Jeff 

Bailey with five of his compatri-

ots from the Confederate Memo-

rial Camp #1432. 

We also had eleven guest of 

honor.  In attendance were the 

owner/caretakers of “The Prom-

ised Land” Mr. Thomas Livsey 

and his son Thomas Livsey Jr., 

three great-great-great nephews of 

Thomas Maguire, the Reverend 

Jim Harrison, Mr. Charles Harri-

son and Mr. and Mrs. Pegram 

Harrison.  Representing the grand-

children of Thomas Maguire were 

the 4th great grandson Mr. Charles 

Milton Lee, the 4th great grand-

daughter Ms. Linda Lee Duckett 

and two great-great-great grand-

daughters Ms. Marilyn Mauldin 

Lee and Mrs. Donna Cloud and 

Camp Officers: 

Camp Cmdr: Joe Underwood 

Commander@campjoewheeler.org 

1st Lt. Cmdr: Tommy Cook 

1st._Lt.Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org 

2nd. Lt. Cmdr:  Jerry New 

2nd_Lt. Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org 

Camp Adjutant:  Steve Camp 

Adjutant@campjoewheeler.org 

Coming Events 

February 2, 2012 - Lecture on 

“The African-American Con-

federate Soldier” by Lt. CIC 

Kelley Barrow - 7 pm @ Harp 

Irish Pub, Sponsored by the 

Roswell Mills Camp #1547 

February 4, 2012 - Alexander 

H. Stephens’ 200th Birthday 

Celebration - Crawfordville, 

Georgia 

February 14, 2012 - Regular 

Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

The Promised Land featured at our 

Lee-Jackson 

Volume 7, Issue 10  

Gen. Joe’s Dispatch 

Maj .  Gen.  Joseph Wheeler Camp #863,  Conyers ,  Ga.  

“Our Commanders Com-
ments” 
By: Commander J. H. Underwood 

2 

“Baptist and the Civil War on 
Display” 
By: Erin Roach, editor of the Baptist Press 

2 

“The Confederate Cemeteries 
of Covington & Oxford”  (14th 
and 15th Soldiers in a series) 
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene 
Wade 

3 

“Baptist and the Civil War on 
Display” 
By: Erin Roach, editor of the Baptist Press 
(Continued from page 2.) 

3 

“The Confederate Cemeteries 
of Covington & Oxford”  (14th 
and 15th Soldiers in a series) 
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene 
Wade (Continued from page 3.) 

4 

  

  

Inside this issue: 

On Tuesday, January 10th our 

camp gathered for the 24th time 

to honor Confederate Generals 

Robert E. Lee and Thomas 

“Stonewall” Jackson at our an-

nual Lee-Jackson Dinner.  I am 

happy to announce that this years 

event was a great success. 

This year it 

took on a local 

flair as Con-

federate Me-

morial Camp 

1432’s Com-

mander, Jeff 

Bailey, volun-

teered to pre-

sent the pro-

gram based on 

the farm journals of Mr. Thomas 

Maguire and his plantation “The 

Promised Land”.  

Commander Bailey’s presenta-

tion was given before a crowed 

of sixty-four people.  In addition 

to many of our own members 

there were several guests in at-

tendance.   

There were three people repre-

senting the Rockdale County 

Historical Society, two from the 

James M. Gresham Chapter of 

the United Daughters of the Con-

federacy, one from the Maj. 

her husband Bud. 

Commander 

Bailey’s 

program on 

Mr. 

Maguire’s 

farm journal 

was enjoyed 

by all and I 

have re-

ceived many compliments on his 

presentation including this quote 

from Mr.  Maguire’s great great 

great granddaughter Ms. Marilyn 

Mauldin Lee. “Mr. Bailey did an 

excellent job of telling about my 

GGG Grandfather’s farm jour-

nal or diary. He captured every 

page in his talk just right.”  
Thank you Commander Bailey 

for a job well done. 

 

 

I also want to thank my wife Pat 

and my officers’, 1st Lt. Cmdr. 

Tommy Cook, 2nd Lt. Cmdr. 

Jerry New, Adjutant Steve Camp 

and Webmaster Hal Doby for 

helping with the food, setting up 

the hall and running the meeting 

portion of our 24th annual Lee-

Jackson Dinner. 

 

 

A big “Thank You” also goes 

out to the members of Maj. Gen. 

Joseph Wheeler Camp #863, and 

all these special guests for mak-

ing our 24th Lee-Jackson Dinner 

such a great success and thank 

you Thomas Maguire for leaving 

us with such a clear view into 

our Confederate ancestors’ 

world. 

February, 2012 

By: Commander  J. H. Underwood 

Thomas & Elizabeth 

Maguire 
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Most of my comments are 

in the front page article 

about our Lee-Jackson 

Dinner. 

In addition to those com-

ments I want to recognize 

our 2012 Compatriot of the 

Year, 2nd Lt. Commander 

Jerry New and our 2012 

Person of the Year Mrs. Madelyn Stark.  

Plaques for these awards were presented at 

the Lee-Jackson Dinner and no two could 

be more 

deserving. 

                   

 

 

 

 

"We have a list of missionaries that the 

Home Mission Board appointed, and there 

are various chaplains who were appointed to 

the Confederate Army," Sumners said, add-

ing that Baptist statesman I.T. Tichenor was 

among them. 

 

Also, many books have been written about 

the role of religion in the war, and some of 

those are on display. Sermons preached by 

chaplains, some handwritten and some 

typed, are included. 

 

The final case in the display illustrates the 

effects of the war, Sumners said. Baptists 

and many Southerners in general struggled 

with questions such as, "What did we do 

wrong?" "Were we not faithful enough?" 

"Were we not good enough?" "Were we not 

the right kind of people?" and "How do we 

make sense of this devastation?" Sumners 

said. 

 

Photographs of burned churches as well as 

examples of how Baptists wrote about the 

war are on display. Items belonging to J. 

William Jones, a chaplain in Robert E. Lee's 

army and author of "Christ in the Camp: 

The True Story of the Great Revival During 

My wife Pat made two of the cakes that 

were served at the Lee-Jackson Dinner and 

she had several request for the recipes.  

Here is the recipe for my favorite, the sau-

sage cake, which was given to her by our 

friend Bill Davis from Birmingham.  

Sausage Cake 

1 lb. raw sausage                                     

2 cups sugar                                            

1 Tbsp. ground cloves                            

1 tsp. cinnamon                                      

1 tsp. ground nutmeg                            

1 lb. seedless raisins, boiled in plenty   

 of water                                    

2 tsp. baking soda                                 

2-3 cups of self-rising flour                   

1/3 to 1/2 cup chopped pecans or    

 walnuts (optional) 

Mix sugar, cloves, cinnamon and nut-

meg together well and set aside.  

Drain raisins, saving 1 cup of the very 

hot juice.  Put juice in a large bowl and 

add baking soda (juice will foam up).  

Crumble RAW sausage while adding it to 

the hot juice along with the spices and 

mix well.  Be sure there are no large 

clumps of sausage.  Flour raisins and 

add to the sausage/juice mixture along 

with the rest of the flour.  How much 

flour depends on the consistency you 

want.  I usually add about 2-3/4 cups.  

Add nuts, if desired, and mix well.  Pour 

into greased and floured Bundt pan and 

bake at 365 degrees for 1 hour.  Cool in 

pan and turn out onto plate.   

NOTE: Original recipe used 350-375 

degree oven so I settled on 365 degree.  

Use your judgment for your oven. 

Don’t forget our next meeting has been 

moved back to February 21st because of 

Valentines Day. 

By: Commander  J. H. Underwood 

NASHVILLE, 

Tenn. (BP) -- To 

commemorate the 

150th anniversary 

of the beginning of 

the American Civil 

War, the Southern 

Baptist Historical Library and Archives is 

presenting a display on Baptists and the war.  

 

The display cases, located on the fourth floor 

of the Southern Baptist Convention building in 

Nashville, Tenn., illustrate what caused the 

war -- particularly the issue of slavery -- how 

Baptists reacted and served as chaplains and 

how Baptists responded after the war.  

 

Bill Sumners, director of the library and ar-

chives, told Baptist Press that when he began 

looking through collections for items pertain-

ing to the Civil War, he found more than he 

anticipated.  

 

As a starting point, Sumners wanted to reflect 

how the issue of slavery divided Baptists in 

America. 

 

"We have one case that has some of the docu-

ments and some of the other dialogue that was 

going on in Baptist circles about slavery and 

the events that happened in the 1840s when 

the Southern Baptist Convention was organ-

ized," Sumners said. 

Documents, publications and other writings 

illustrate the divide between those who 

supported slavery and those who did not. 

 

"We have records that show how in many 

places in the South slaves and slaveowners 

worshipped in the same church," he said. 

"You had churches where well over half of 

the congregation was black and maybe only 

30 percent of the congregation was white. 

 

"So you had the slavery issue that separated 

Baptists, but you had Baptists in the South 

who worshipped in the same building -- 

maybe not in the same pew -- as their 

slaves," Sumners said. "We wanted to set 

the stage for what was going on in Baptist 

life because there was some debate going on 

in Baptist circles about the moral rightness 

or wrongness of slavery." 

 

The next two display cases tell about what 

went on during the war from a Baptist per-

spective. 

 

Our Commanders Comments 
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Baptists & the civil war on display 
By; Erin Roach, editor of the Baptist Press 
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington             

and Oxford (14th & 15th Soldiers in the series) 

Headstone (Covington): 

J. Beasley 

63rd GA 

 

Actual: 

James E. Beasley 

Co. F, 63rd Georgia Infantry 

 

James E. Beasley evidently started out as an 

eager soldier. He enlisted early in the war 

on January 2, 1862 as a private in Captain 

Levy's Company (City Light Guard) at 

Wilmington Island (near Savannah, GA). 

This unit soon became Company D of the 

1st Georgia (Olmstead's) Infantry Regiment. 

He evidently jumped the gun a little be-

cause his military records indicate it was 

determined that he was under the minimum 

age of eighteen for enlistment and he was 

discharged on September 10, 1862. 

 

James E. Beasley evidently soon reached 

the age of eighteen because he enlisted as a 

private on December 15, 1862 in his old 

unit which by now had evolved into Com-

pany F, 63rd (Gordon's) Georgia Infantry 

Regiment. He was enlisted for three years 

by Col Gordon at Thunderbolt, Georgia. 

The 63rd Georgia Infantry was initially gar-

risoned to provide coastal defense at Thun-

derbolt and Rosedew Island near Savannah, 

Georgia. The 63rd became a combined in-

fantry and heavy artillery unit until its reas-

signment to northern Georgia. The heavy 

artillery of the regiment was requisitioned 

by the Confederate Navy. Elements of the 

63rd also served at Battery Wagner in the 

Charleston S.C. Harbor during the famous 

but unsuccessful attack by Union forces in 

July 1863. Private Beasley's company ap-

pears to have been strictly infantry oriented. 

 

Private Beasley evidently became disen-

chanted with military service in a unit 

known for low morale and a high desertion 

rate because he is shown on the Mar-Apr 

unit roster as “AWOL”(Absent Without 

Leave). He was subsequently reported as 

present on the May-Jun roster but the Jul-

Aug roster shows him AWOL since July 28, 

1863. The rosters for Sept-Oct and Nov-Dec 

1863 show him as deserted. Private Beasley 

was apprehended on November 12, 1863. 

He appears to have been held as a deserter 

for a time but he evidently returned to active 

service because he received clothing issues 

on March 2, 1864 and April 26, 1864. We 

don't know what his reasons were for de-

serting but he did eventually return to active 

service with Company F of the 63rd Georgia 

Infantry Regiment probably by March 1864. 

 

In early 1863, the 63rd Georgia Infantry was 

rushed to north Georgia to face the Union 

invasion. The 63rd fought in some of the 

battles leading up to the Battle of Atlanta 

with the most costly engagement being at 

the battle of Kennesaw Mountain on June 

27, 1864. During the battle of Kennesaw 

Mountain, near Pigeon Hill and just south of 

Burnt Hickory Road, the Union commander 

advanced his command and met the skir-

mish line manned by the 63rd Georgia. Un-

fortunately, the inexperienced commander 

of the 63rd Georgia, instead of ordering his 

skirmishers to fall back, ordered the skir-

mishers and their support to attack the ad-

vancing Union forces. The 63rd Georgia 

suffered devastating losses in this unwise 

and uncoordinated attack. Until this battle, 

the 63rd Georgia appears to have not fought 

in any major action. Since this was the most 

deadly combat action the 63rd had seen to 

date, it appears that Private James Beasley 

may have been wounded at this time. No 

record has been found on when Private 

Beasley was sent to the Covington, Georgia 

hospital, or the cause of death or even ex-

actly when he died, we do know that he is 

buried in the Covington Confederate ceme-

tery. 

 

We can only speculate on why Private 

Beasley deserted but we do know that the 

desertion rate in the Confederate Army was 

quite high. Was his reason related to family 

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 

problems at home, the stress of Army life or 

fear of being killed or maimed. We will never 

know his reasons but we do know that he lost 

his life during the defense of his nation. And 

we also know that he was only about age 20 

when he died. That he gave his life is what 

really matters in the end. 

 

Private James E. Beasley was the oldest of 

twelve children. He was born about 1844 in 

Bullouch County, Georgia to Enoch and 

Emaline Beasley. It appears unlikely that he 

ever married. None of his brothers appear old 

enough to serve in the Confederate Army. 

 

 

Headstone at Covington: 

J. S. BROOKS 

33d AL 

 

Actual: 

JAMES S. BROOKS 

COMPANY F, 33rd ALA-

BAMA 

 

 

This soldier was enlisted September 27, 1861 

at Montgomery (Montgomery County) Ala-

bama in Company A of the 23rd Alabama 

Infantry Regiment for a period of three years. 

The 23rd was soon ordered to Mobile, Ala-

bama and attached to General Adley Glad-

den's Brigade, remaining there until February 

1862. During the two month stay near Mo-

bile, the 23rd Alabama lost 82 men to disease. 

The 23rd then moved into East Tennessee in 

February 1862 and was brigaded under Gen-

eral Leadbetter and then under General Bar-

ton of Tennessee and then under Col Taylor 

of Kentucky. The 23rd performed hard service 

in East Tennessee and formed part of Carter 

Stevenson's Division, Kirby Smith's Corps, in 

the Kentucky campaign. Private Brooks was 

absent for a short time in 1862 when he was 

left sick at Blain's Crossroads near Bean's 

Station, Tennessee. 

 

In December 1862, the 23rd Alabama Regi-
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welcome to visit the building to see the dis-

play, he said.  

 

Around Christmas, a group of about 20 peo-

ple, "both black and white folks," toured the 

SBC building and were particularly intrigued 

the War Between the States," are included. 

 

The Civil War display, which was featured 

on the front page of The Tennessean news-

paper in Nashville, will remain indefinitely, 

Sumners said. Anyone who is interested is 

by the display, Sumners said. 

 

"It is a topic a lot of people have family sto-

ries about or have a connection with or just 

enjoy the study of Civil War history," he 

said. 

By; Erin Roach, editor of the Bap-

tist Press (Continued from page 2) Baptists & the civil war on display 
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ment was moved to Vicksburg and a few days 

later participated in the fight at Chickasaw 

Bayou, Mississippi. The regiment then fought 

at Port Gibson where the brigade commander 

fell and the regiment lost heavily in killed, 

wounded and captured. General Stephen D. 

Lee (later Commander of the United Confeder-

ate Veterans) then took charge of the brigade. 

 

At Baker's Creek, Mississippi, the 23rd was 

engaged and lost a number of killed and cap-

tured. The next day, it was in the fight at Big 

Black Bridge. When the army fell back, the 

regiment was left at Big Black Ridge, by over-

sight, and for 12 hours resisted the whole Yan-

kee army, without severe loss. The regiment 

retired into Vicksburg and participated in the 

siege, fighting day and night, but without many 

casualties, until the defending Confederates 

were surrendered on July 4, 1863. The regi-

ment, including Private Brooks, was paroled 

(by 20th Ohio Volunteers) on July 6th, 1863. 

The men were then sent to a parole camp at 

Demopolis, Alabama. They were then fur-

loughed for thirty days and were officially 

exchanged on September 12, 1863. The regi-

ment was then reequipped and then assigned to 

General Bragg's Army of the Tennessee, 

General Stevenson's Division, Pettus' Bri-

gade. 

 

The regiment, now commanded by General 

Edmund Pettus, soon rejoined the Army of 

Tennessee just after the Battle of Chicka-

mauga, Georgia. The regiment participated 

in the siege of Chattanooga where it was 

positioned at Lookout Mountain. The 23rd 

took only a small part in the battle of Mis-

sionary Ridge with light loss and then win-

tered at Dalton, Georgia. According to his 

service record, Private James S. Brooks 

transferred to the 33rd Alabama Infantry 

Regiment in April 1864. No reason is given 

for his transfer but it is likely that he wanted 

to be reunited with friends in the 33rd Ala-

bama. Like the 23rd Alabama, the 33rd Ala-

bama also wintered at Dalton, Georgia. A 

family connection with anyone named 

Brooks in the 33rd Alabama or the 23rd Ala-

bama has not been established with any 

certainty. 

After wintering with his new regiment, the 

33rd Alabama, Private Brook was certainly 

in the incessant battles from there to At-

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 
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lanta, fighting in the daytime and entrench-

ing at night. The 33rd Alabama lost many 

men particularly at New Hope Church and 

around Atlanta. Sometime after Private 

Brooks transferred to the 33rd Alabama Regi-

ment, the 33rd fought in the battles of New 

Hope Church and Kennesaw Mountain, 

among others. 

 

It appears that Private Brooks suffered from 

Vulnus sclopeticum (gunshot wound) but we 

don't know exactly where or when he was 

wounded or even when he was admitted to 

the Covington, Georgia Confederate Hospi-

tal. We only know with certainty that he died 

in one of the Covington hospitals, probably 

Hill Hospital, and is buried in the Confeder-

ate Cemetery at Covington, Georgia. 

 

It is probable that he is the J. S. Brooks indi-

cated in the 1860 Alabama census for Butler 

County, Alabama. This census indicates that 

he was age 22 and was married to M. E. 

Brooks, age 20. His parentage could not be 

determined with any certainty. 

 


