
1 

 
Maj .  Gen.  Joseph Wheeler Camp #863,  Conyers ,  Ga.  

Lee and Thomas “Stonewall” 
Jackson, Commander Bailey’s 
presentation will be of a more 
local nature.  He will present a 
program based on the farm journal 
of Mr. Thomas Maguire which 
Mr. Maguire kept from July 1859 

through July 1866.   

During this pe-
riod Mr. 
Maguire was the 
owner of a plan-
tation called 
“The Promised 
Land” which 
was located near 
the community 
of Rockbridge 
near the corner 

of Gwinnett, DeKalb and Rock-
dale County (Newton County at 
that time).  The old plantation 
home is still standing on old high-
way 124 just north of Norris Lake 

Road. 

Camp Officers: 

Camp Cmdr: Joe Underwood 

Commander@campjoewheeler.org 

1st Lt. Cmdr: Tommy Cook 

1st._Lt.Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org 

2nd. Lt. Cmdr:  Jerry New 

2nd_Lt. Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org 

Camp Adjutant:  Steve Camp 

Adjutant@campjoewheeler.org 

Coming Events 

January 10, 2011 - Our Camps 

Lee - Jackson Dinner -     

Masonic Lodge, Conyers, GA. 

January 21, 2012 - Robert E. 

Lee Birthday Celebration - 

10:30am., Milledgeville, Georgia 

February 4, 2012 - Alexander 

H. Stephens’ 200th Birthday 

Celebration - Cr4awfordville, 

Georgia 

February 14, 2012 - Regular 

Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 
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our Lee-Jackson 
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Inside this issue: 

Compatriots;   

I am pleased to announce that 
our guest speaker for our Lee-
Jackson Dinner on January 10th 
will be Mr. Jeff  Bailey, Com-
mander of The Confederate Me-
morial Camp #1432 of Stone 

Mountain.   

Commander 
Bailey is a true 
champion of 
our cause, last 
year alone lead-
ing his camp to 
install a new 30 
foot flagpole 
and 240 new 
headstones for 
the unknown 
Confederates 

buried at the Stone Mountain 
cemetery.  This required eleven 
workdays and countless hours of 
hard work.    Commander Bailey 
and the Compatriots of Confed-
erate Memorial Camp 1432 are 
to be commended for such an 
accomplishment, the results of 

which is pictured above. 

While we celebrate and honor 
Confederate Generals Robert E. 

One person we have to thank for 
the preservation of “The Prom-
ised Land” is Mr. Thomas 
Livsey, the current owner of the 
old home place.  Mr. Livsey has 
been invited as one of our hon-

ored guest to this years event. 

Other honored guest will be Ms. 
Marilyn Mauldin Lee of Decatur, 
Georgia and Ms. Donna M. 
Cloud of Cumming, Georgia, 
both of whom are great-great 
granddaughters of Thomas 
Maguire.  Their presents will 
make Commander Bailey’s pres-

entation even more special. 

Invitations have also been ex-
tended to members of the Con-
federate Memorial Camp 1432 
and the James M. Gresham 
Chapter of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy from Social 

Circle.  

Together with their presents and 
yours’ this should be one of the 
most memorable Lee-Jackson 
Dinners events ever.  Please 
remember to  RSVP me at    
comander@campjoewheeler.org 
or to Adjutant Steve Camp at 
adjutant@campjoewheeler.org 

by January 3, 2012. 

January, 2012 

By: Commander  J. H. Underwood 

Thomas & Elizabeth 

Maguire 

Cmdr. Bailey (left) and 

Tom Aderhold setting 

headstone 
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Our Commanders Comments 

Compatriots; 

As a result of sending our 
invitations to the upcoming 
Lee-Jackson Dinner, I have 
some sad news for the 

camp. 

In response to our invitation 
Mrs. Grady Thomas called 

me and informed me that Grady has passed 

away. 

I am saddened by this and disturbed that no 
one in the camp knew anything about 
Grady’s passing or that he may have been 
ill prior to his passing.  Mrs. Thomas did 
not offer any details but I have found out 

that Grady died on October 8, 2011.   

She pointed out that the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation is a preservation 
organization. “Grants from the transporta-
tion enhancement program have made this 
purchase and preservation possible,” 
Kilpatrick said. She reeled off a long list of 
Virginia battlefield properties preserved 

with transportation grants. 

“Through his singular leadership, Sean Con-
naughton has shown himself as someone 
who’s really committed to preserving Civil 
War battlefields,” Kilpatrick said of the 

keynote speaker to follow her. 

The transportation Secretary said, “This is 
another opportunity to add open space here 
in the Commonwealth that will be preserved 

for future generations.” 

He and Governor Robert F. McDonnell 
made a decision early in their administration 
to set aside $3 million per year for historic 
preservation. Of this, $1.5 million is dedi-
cated for land purchases, Connaughton said, 
as part of McDonnell’s goal of preserving 
400,000 acres of open space during his four-

year term. 

Connaughton also trumpeted the cell phone 
apps developed for the Manassas and Fred-
ericksburg battlefields. “We’re the first state 

Any of you that might want to send a sym-

pathy card the address would be as follows: 

 Mrs. Grady L. Thomas                 
 7757 Union Grove Way            

 Lithonia, GA.  30058 

I am sending a sympathy card from the 

camp today. 

As a result of this I intend to make contact 
with all of our members that we have not 
seen or heard from lately.  We have an age-
ing membership and there may be similar 
reasons we have not heard from some of 

them. 

On a lighter note I would like to remind 
those of you that have not responded to 

your invitation to the Lee-Jackson to please do 
so by January 3rd.  We need to know the total 
number in your party so we can let the caterer 
know how many we are feeding.  As of now, 
12/29/11, we have only twenty-three (23) that 

have confirmed. 

As the Christmas Season winds down and the 
New Year fast approaches I hope your holidays 
have been as wonderful as mine.  As your 
Commander I look forward to 2012 and all of 
the opportunities that gives to honor our Con-

federate ancestors. 

For the cause; 

J. H. Underwood 

Commander. 

By: Commander  J. H. Underwood 

ORANGE 
COUNTY, 
Va. – A 
small piece 
of ground 
with a large 
significance 
on the Wil-
derness 

Battlefield was purchased by the Civil War 
Trust for $205,500 on July 25 and made public 
at a Nov. 2 news conference held at Ellwood 

Manor on the battlefield. 

Trust President Jim Lighthizer hailed the event 
as “a celebration of people and government 

working together.” 

One hundred and eight thousand dollars came 
from a state transportation enhancement grant, 
according to Trust Director of Policy and 

Communications Jim Campi. 

“Additional money has been raised from our 
membership. We may seek an additional grant 

for the property,” Campi said by email. 

The owners will vacate the property on which 
a house built in 1969 stands by the end of the 
year. “Our goal is to begin restoring the prop-
erty immediately, with removal of the struc-
tures on the property by the battle’s 148th 

anniversary in May.” 

The 1.393-acre tract along state Route 20 
was Union Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant’s day-
time headquarters during the Battle of The 
Wilderness May 5-7, 1864, the first battle of 

his Overland Campaign. 

Grant formed a successful partnership with 
his subordinate, Maj. Gen. George Gordon 
Meade, commander of the Army of the 
Potomac, as Grant faced Gen. Robert E. 
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in combat 

for the first time. 

“How Meade and Grant would work to-
gether would determine the success or fail-
ure of the Union cause,” said Russ Smith, 
Superintendent of the Fredericksburg and 
Spotsylvania National Military Park, which 
includes the Wilderness Battlefield. The 
partnership ultimately compelled Lee to 

surrender at Appomattox 11 months later. 

Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
Director Kathleen Kilpatrick praised the 
various groups that have helped preserve the 
Wilderness Battlefield over the years, in-
cluding the Civil War Trust, Central Vir-
ginia Battlefields Trust, Friends of Wilder-
ness Battlefield and Piedmont Environ-

mental Council, among others. 
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Site At The Wilderness By: Scott C. Boyd (December 2011 Civil War News) 
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington             

and Oxford (12th & 13th Soldiers in the series) 

Headstone at Cov-
ington shows: 
O. J. BATCHELOR 
66th GA 
 
Actually: 
OWEN JEFFER-
SON BATCHELOR 
COMPANY F, 66th 
GA 

 
This soldier originally enlisted as a 
private on April 23, 1861 at Eatonton, 
Putnam County, Georgia in Company 
B (Brown Rifles), 3rd Georgia Infantry 
Regiment for a period of one year. He 
enlisted the same day with who appear 
to be his brothers William and Joseph. 
The 3rd Georgia Infantry served in the 
Departments of Norfolk, North Caro-
lina and Eastern Florida before being 
assigned to the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia. It appears the three possibly 
served at Seven Pines, Cold Harbor and 
Malvern Hill. Brother Joseph survived 
the war but brother William died of 
Chronic Diarrhea at the Confederate 
general hospital at White Sulphur 
Springs, Virginia on November 30, 
1862. Service records for the two sur-
viving brothers, Owen and Joseph, are 
incomplete and do not indicate exactly 
when they departed the 3rd Georgia and 
went back home to Georgia. 
 

Sometime after their initial term of 
enlistment ended, it appears that the 
two surviving brothers, along with 
other company members whose enlist-
ment had expired, then joined Company 
F of the newly formed 66th Georgia 
Infantry Regiment about August 2, 
1863 for the duration of the war. Once 
formed and accepted into service, the 
66th was ordered to Fort Cobb near 
Quincy, Florida to guard the areas near 
the Chattahoochee and Apalachicola 
Rivers. Soon the 66th joined General 
Braxton Bragg's Army of Tennessee 
and joined the lines at Missionary 
Ridge. The 66th, , now part of Walker's 
Division, was near the right flank next 
to General Cleburne's Division and 
helped to hold the right flank until 
forced to retreat when the center of the 
line collapsed. The 66th was part of the 
rear guard in the retreat to Dalton, 
Georgia. The 66th went into winter 
quarters around Dalton during the Win-
ter of 1863 with the rest of the Army of 
Tennessee. 
 
On May 1st 1864, the 66th was involved 
in the battles of Resaca and other fight-
ing in the area. The 66th was involved 
in especially heavy fighting near the 
Western and Atlantic Railroad bridge 
spanning the Oostanaula River where 
the 66th was credited for delaying Un-
ion General McPherson's advance. It is 

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 

likely that Private Batchelor either be-
came ill or was wounded near Resaca 
and was then sent to the Atlanta Receiv-
ing and Distribution Hospital and then 
on to Hill Hospital at Covington, Geor-
gia. The daily transcript of the Hill Hos-
pital states that “O. J. Bachelor”, Com-
pany F of the 66th Georgia died May 22, 
1864. No cause of death was noted. 
 
Owen Jefferson Batchelor was likely a 
son of Blakey and Sarah Batchelor but 
since there were numerous Batchelor 
families in Putnam County, this is an 
assumption. Many Batchelors from this 
county served in the Confederate Army 
in various regiments. All too many died. 
 

                                                                                         
Headstone at Covington 
Shows: 
                                                                                       
T. J. Beall 
37th GA 
 
Actual: 
Thomas J. Bell 
Co K, 37th GA 

 
Thomas J. Bell enlisted as a private on 
February 24, 1864 at about age 19 in 
Company K of the 37th Georgia Infantry 
Regiment at Macon, Georgia. Since the 
37th was formed by consolidating other 
decimated and smaller units, it is possi-
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a stronger economic engine for Orange 

County.” 

By the Civil War Trust’s tally, Fredericks-
burg and Spotsylvania National Military Park 
holds 2,774 acres of the Wilderness Battle-
field. The Central Virginia Battlefields Trust 
owns several parcels near the intersection of 
Routes 3 and 20, including the site of Grant’s 
evening campsite and tent cluster and the 
original location of Wilderness Crossing, the 
junction of the Orange Turnpike and Orange 

Civil War Trust Buys U.S. Grant’s Headquarters  

Site At The Wilderness 
By: Scott C. Boyd, (December 2011 Civil War News) (Continued from page 2) 

to get behind this effort.” 

An app for Chancellorsville was to be un-
veiled Nov. 21. “It’s almost like having your 

own tour guide,” Connaughton said. 

Friends of Wilderness Battlefield President 
Zann Nelson said, “With each of these pres-
ervation efforts, The Wilderness becomes a 
more dynamic educational resource, a more 
enticing destination for heritage tourism, and 

Plank Road. 

In addition, the Friends of Wilderness Battle-
field operate Ellwood Manor, which has 
raised $665,000 to date for restoration, reha-
bilitation and interpretation of the house. In 
2010, the Civil War Trust completed a $1 
million private fundraising campaign to pur-
chase 49 acres at Saunders Field inside the 

National Park boundary. 
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford 
(10th & 11th Soldiers in the series) 

ble that Private Bell had prior but undeter-
mined service. The 37th Georgia was organized 
in the Spring of 1863 and fought at Chi-
camauga and Missionary Ridge in the Winter 
of 1863 where it suffered over 50 percent casu-
alties. Private Bell likely physically joined the 
37th Georgia in February or March 1864 just in 
time to participate in the May 1864 battle at 
Dalton, Georgia and the other battles leading 
up to the Battle of Atlanta. 
 
According to the records of Hill Hospital at 
Covington, Georgia, Private Hill died of 
Chronic Diarrhea on June 13, 1864. He may 
have become ill at any one of the battles be-
tween Dalton, Georgia (Feb 22-27, 1864) and 
Kennesaw Mountain, Georgia (June 6-July2, 
1864). He was likely sent to the Atlanta Re-
ceiving and Distribution Hospital and then on 
to Hill Hospital at Covington, Georgia. Al-
though diarrhea may seem to be an inglorious 
cause of death, this affliction was widespread 
in both armies because of lack of knowledge of 
proper sanitation. It should also be remembered 
that a patient may have been admitted because 
of wounds but may possibly die from a disease 
contracted later. 

 
Private Thomas J. Bell was born about 1845 
in Georgia and was unmarried. He was the 
son of Penelope(or Salley) and Hugh L. 
Bell. It is of interest that his father Hugh L 
Bell was a stonemason in civilian life and 
became a private at about age 53 in Com-
pany L of the 38th Georgia Infantry on Octo-
ber 13, 1861. The father, Hugh L Bell, 
served with the 38th Georgia in the Army of 
Northern Virginia but became ill and is 
shown sick in the Springfield, Virginia hos-
pital in August 1862 and was soon dis-
charged. He reportedly died at home shortly 
thereafter in 1862. 
 
It is also of interest that Private Thomas J 
Bell was one of twelve siblings and that in 
addition to his father Hugh, at least two of 
his brothers also served the Confederacy. 
Brother Joseph N. Bell (born abt 1833) 
served in Company B of the 26th Georgia 
Infantry in the Army of Northern Virginia 
and survived the war. It is interesting that 
Joseph was a stonemason like his father 
Hugh L Bell and migrated with his wife to 
Illinois with his wife and children after the 

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 

805 Commerce Drive 
Conyers, GA.  30094 
 
 

MAJ.  GEN.  JOSEPH WHEELER CAMP #863,  
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war. Brother James W. Bell (born abt 1836) 
served in the 61st Georgia in the Army of 
Northern Virginia. James was wounded in 
the foot at Fredricksburg in 1863 and died at 
the hospital at Farmville, Virginia of Febris 
Typhoides , a fever possibly associated with 
his wound. 
 
The Bell family suffered the deaths of the 
father Hugh and sons James and Thomas. 
We are honored by having the presence of 
Private Thomas J Bell in the Covington Con-
federate Cemetery. This suffering of the 
war-caused deaths of multiple family mem-
bers was all too common in Southern fami-
lies. How can we not remember the sacri-
fices of our Confederate ancestors? 

Confederate Memorial Wall                         


