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born, and Daddy was 72,” said
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December.
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Booth is one of a dwindling number of still-living sons and daughters of Civil War veterans.

Coming Events
September 3, 2011 - Living
History Demonstrations - @
Fort McAllister Historic Park,
Richmond Hill, Georgia
September 10 - 11, 2011 - Reenactment of the “Battle of
Tunnel Hill - Tunnel Hill,
Georgia
September 13, 2011 - Regular
Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
September 24, 2011 - Heritage
Day “Remembering a Call to
Arms” at the William Harris
Homestead, Monroe, Georgia
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ELBERTON, Ga. | Henry Victor
Booth may be the only man alive
whose father worked guard duty
at Georgia's infamous Andersonville prison-of-war camp, where
nearly 13,000 Union soldiers
died during the War between the
States that began 150 years ago.

Typically, they are children of
Civil War veterans who in the
20th century married younger
women and continued to have
children.

“He said that was the awfulest
place he'd ever seen in his life he said people were dying there
like flies,” Booth said.

Henry Booth, who lived in the
Vanna community of Hart County
for 40 years, is a veteran himself.
He served in the U.S. Navy during
World War II, assigned to a landing craft ship that took equipment
like tanks to the beaches. He was
at the major battle sites of Iwo
Jima, Guam and Okinawa.

Booth, who sometimes raises
eyebrows when people learn he
is the son of a Confederate soldier, has told the story many
times over the years.
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By: Compatriot Hal Doby & Cmdr. J. H.
Underwood

“The 400 Roswell Missing
Women of 1864”

Henry V. Booth, left, poses at age 3
with his father, Isham J. Booth, who
worked guard duty at Georgia’s Andersonville prison-of-war camp, where
nearly 13,000 Union soldiers died
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By: Wayne Ford, Athens Banner –Herald

“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington and Oxford”

Mississippi resident Larry McCluney Jr., a historian for the National Headquarters of Sons of
Confederate Veterans, said about
30 sons still are alive, but he had
no figures for daughters. The Sons
of Union Veterans of the Civil
War updated its website in June,
listing 37 known living sons and
daughters of Union veterans.
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His father didn't talk much with
his young son about his experiences in the war, but Booth said
he overheard him talking with
visitors to their home. Booth's
father was a sharecropper and
never purchased his own house.

His father, Isham Johnson
Booth, was born in 1847 and
enlisted in 1863 when he was 16.

By: Jeff Hullinger, 11 Alive News

After Booth's first wife died, he
married the younger Miranda
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Isham Booth, who had 12 children, including one who died at
birth, died in 1934 and is buried
at Antioch Baptist Church, north
of Elberton.
“He was quite a man,” Booth
recalled about his father. “He'd
rent a farm - a two-horse farm and put out some oats, corn and
wheat. He always liked a big
branch on it.
“He was a land renter. He didn't
want to own nothing. He said a
poor man didn't need nothing but
a burial lot,” Booth said. “He
hated to pay taxes more than any
man you've ever seen in your
life.”
Booth heard his father talk about
a stream that coursed through the
prison camp and provided water
to the prisoners.
“I've seen that branch. I've been
down to it two or three times. It
came into the camp at one end
with a pretty good flow of water,
and he said when it came out the
other end there wasn't nothing.
They used the water up,” he said.
While serving as a guard, the
teenage soldier became sick with
a fever. He was sent home by
horseback to recover and ordered
to return when well, Booth said.
His father recovered and headed
back to Andersonville, but had
traveled only about 16 miles
from Elberton when he learned
at a store that the
war had ended,
Continued on page 2
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Our Commanders Comments
Compatriots;
I want to start this months
comments by thanking
Commander Jerry Gibby of
Longstreet Camp #1289 in
Palmetto Georgia for his
presentation on the restoration and history of the Scott Family Cemetery at our last meeting. Although I was
unable to be there, I have heard nothing but
positive comments from those that were.
From the pictures that Camp Historian Dan
Bass sent me I can tell Commander Gibby
put a lot of work into his presentation.
Thanks again
Cmdr. Gibby
and let us
know if we
can ever return
the favor.
On Friday, August 25, 2011, Hal Doby and
I met with Ms. Judy Hardegree who is on
the Advisory Board of The William Harris
Homestead Foundation, Inc. As you know
we have been invited to participate in their
Heritage Day . . . “Remembering A Call to
Arms”.

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

Gentlemen, I think this is going to be a
great opportunity for us to promote our
cause. We have been asked to man their
“Memorial Area” which will be set up just
outside the front door of the main house.
We could not ask for a better location as
all the visitors will pass by us first.

At the Foundation’s request I have also
invited the Ladies of the James M.
Gresham Chapter of the UDC to join us
and at least three of them have committed
to do so. Thank you Madelyn Stark and
ladies of the UDC.
Much of our September 13th meeting will
be planning this event and the Conyers Fall
Festival so please don’t miss this meeting.

Our guest speaker for the September meeting
will be Mr. Len Strozier of Omega Mapping
Services, Inc.
While Mr. Strozier’s company does all kinds of
mapping services the one that will be of interest to us is his use of GPR (Ground Penetrating
Radar) to locate unmarked graves and map
cemeteries. He has also agreed to look at the
Middlebrooks Cemetery and give us an estimate of the cost to map it.
While this may seem to be a little over the top
and possibly out of reach, there is some interest
from family members and the Middlebrooks
Family Association so who knows, with a little
help from them and with us putting it out for
donations, it may not be impossible. I also
think it would be nice to know exactly how
many people are buried in this historic place.
I hope all will join me in thanking Mr. Strozier
for taking his time to drive to Conyers from
Woodbury Georgia to give us his GPR presentation.
J. H. Underwood
Commander.
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“He had to go to some old people who knew
the story and get a sworn affidavit on it,”
Booth said.
The old soldier once insisted he would
never go back to Andersonville, but in 1931
he did, his son said. A World War I veteran
who lived in Elberton, Evan Fleming,
bought a new 1931 Chevrolet with money
the government gave him from service in
the war.
so he returned home.
In 1865, Booth was listed as a deserter. In
1927, he was urged to have the record changed
because despite not reporting back to the camp
he had never actually deserted.

“He came over to Daddy's house and said,
‘OK, Uncle Jonce, let's go,' “ Booth said.
Nobody knows what the old man thought
about the return visit, but Booth himself
visited Andersonville in April for Confeder-
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ate Memorial Day.
“You have a different feeling of the people
that were there,” he said. “It's worth the
trip.”
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington
Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade
and Oxford (6th Soldier in the series)
Headstone: J. E. Courtney
Co G, 36 ALA
Actual: John Ellis
Courtney
Co G, 36 Ala

Actually, the original
headstone showing T. E. Courtney was
stolen from the Oxford College Confederate
Cemetery about two years ago. The theft
was discovered while I was checking the
accuracy of inscriptions on other headstones
and making a routine “headstone count”.
The theft was reported to Oxford College
security and to appropriate law enforcement
authorities but the headstone remains missing. Judy Bond of the Rockdale County
Historical Society is assisting us in obtaining a replacement VA headstone.
Private John Ellis Courtney was born about
1821 in Marion District, South Carolina.
Family descendent websites indicate that
John moved to Mississippi prior to 1843
since his son Hugh Ellis Courtney was born
there that year to John and his first wife
whose name is unknown. John later moved
to Alabama where he and his second wife
Sophnoria (b. abt 1832) married in 1849.
John and Sophronia had children: Ann (b
1850), Mary (b abt 1852), Martha (b abt
1856 and John M. (b 1861).

41, he was the oldest private in the company. He is described as 6 ft, 1 inches in
height, sallow complexion, hazel eyes and
auburn hair. He was a farmer and a blacksmith. The 36th Alabama was officially
accepted into Confederate service in May
1862 at Mount Vernon Arsenal near Mobile,
Alabama. After building defenses in the
Mobile area, the unit went to Tullahoma,
Tennessee and later participated in the battle
of Chicamauga, Ga. The regiment was in
the battle of Missionary Ridge, Tenn where
it suffered many casualties. The unit wintered at Dalton, Ga and was engaged at
Rocky Face, Resaca, New Hope and the
Atlanta battles. The unit lost half its strength
at Jonesboro and later participated in the
Hood's ill-fated invasion of Tennessee. It
appears that Private John Ellis Courtney
likely became ill after the Battle of Missionary Ridge and during the winter encampment at Dalton, Ga because he was admitted
to the Hood Hospital at Oxford, Ga on January 31, 1863. Private John Ellis Courtney
died at this hospital on March 2, 1864 of
pneumonia.

A hospital inventory of his money shows he
left behind $58.80 and $17.75. In 1864, the
administrators of his estate, on behalf of the
widow S. (Sophnoria) M. Courtney filed
claims to recover amounts due to his estate.
Sophronia evidently never remarried and died
in 1921 at Hamden, Alabama.
It is noteworthy to mention Private John Ellis
Courtney's son by his first wife (name unknown); Hugh Ellis Courtney. Whereas John
Ellis Courtney was the oldest private in Company G of the 36th Alabama Infantry at age
41, his son Hugh Ellis Courtney was possibly
the youngest private in his company when he
enlisted in Company E of the 5th Alabama
Infantry regiment in March 1861 at age 18
years and one month. Hugh evidently saw
hard service in Virginia. He became a sergeant and was wounded at Chancellorsville,
Va in May of 1863. Hugh was captured in the
Wilderness campaign in May, 1864 and was
a POW at Point Lookout and then Elmira.
Hugh was released at war's end in June of
1865 after taking the oath. Hugh died in
Montgomery, Ala in 1939.
The fact that a father and his son were fighting in the same war would seem unusual to
modern day people but during this Southern
war for survival, fathers and sons fighting in
the same war was actually quite common.

John Ellis Courtney enlisted in Company G
of the 36th Alabama Infantry on March 17,
1862 at Monroe County, Alabama. At age

Camp T-Shirts Now Available
Compatriot Hal Doby & Cmdr. J. H. Underwood

Compatriots;
Camp T-Shirts in Black or Gray are now available. To
order contact Adjutant Steve Camp at 770-760-8200 or
by e-mail at confederatesteve1861@yahoo.com.
Here's the particulars about the shirts. They are Gildan
100% pre-shrunk heavyweight (6.1oz.) Cotton. They are
available in Small to XXXX-Large.
The cost is $15.00 for Small to X-Large, $16.50 for XXLarge, $18.00 for XXX-Large, and $19.50 for XXXXLarge. There is no price difference between Gray or
Black.
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The 400 Roswell Missing Women of 1864
ROSWELL, Ga. -- As local commuters drive
to work every day, the vast majority of are
impervious to an event that occurred 147 years
ago.
This is the 150th year since the beginning of
the American Civil War. So much conflict
history surrounds Atlanta and North Georgia.
Just down the road from a myriad of strip shopping centers in Atlanta and Roswell is a story
of unimaginable suffering.
The Allenbrook residence in Roswell, owned
by the family of Roswell King, served as the
home of the Ivy Woolen Mills Superintendant.
In 1864, the mills were
churning out 191,000 yards
of cloth and 30,000 yards of
"Roswell grey" uniforms
made by hundreds of white
and black women.
11Alive reporter Jeff Hullinger asked the State of Georgia's "go to guy" on the Civil War, Barry
Brown, "Are you surprised we don't really
know this story in Atlanta?"

"Absolutely, it's one of the most heart rendering stories of the Civil War era," replied
the heritage tourism specialist with the
Georgia Department of Economic Development.
A quarter-mile down river stands the ruins
of the mill, through the thicket, the mosquitoes, the mud, and the snakes.
Large snakes stand guardian over the ruins
near the intersection of Roswell Road and
Riverside Drive, off the Chattahoochee
River.
It was here Union General Kenner Gerrard
and his men first saw the French flag flying
and the hundreds of women working to
make the Confederate cloth.

By: Jeff Hullinger, 11 alive news

It didn't work. They burned the mill.
General Sherman ordered General Gerrard to
arrest the 400 women and their 300 children
and charge them with treason. He said, "let
them foot it."
The Union soldiers rounded up the Southern
women and quarantined them in Roswell's
Square until early August. Then they
marched with children in tow 10 miles to
Marietta.
In Cobb County, women and children were
put on railcars, shipped north of the Ohio
River with nine days of rations and dumped.
Many died. Many were never seen again.

Why the ruse?

"They were cut loose on their own. Their
families were still down here in the South,"
said Brown. "They were left to make a living
for themselves in a land not familiar with.
Some made it back to Roswell."

"It was the only idea they had left. The ivy
woolen mill manager, Theofile Roche,
thought it would keep the Federals at bay
and they wouldn't burn the operation,"
Brown said.

A 10-foot column of Georgia granite now
stands off Sloane Street in Roswell, about
200 yards from the square. At its top, there's
an uneven break to symbolize the suffering
of these women lost in the summer of 1864.

The flag was flown to try to fool the army
crossing the chest-high river.
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