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knowns. 

Even more important are records 
kept by the U.S. Army just after 
the war as it exhumed remains 
from the Northwest Georgia bat-
tlefields and hospitals where they 
had fallen and been hastily buried. 
Their remains then were trans-
ported to a spacious new military 
cemetery on 23 acres donated for 
that purpose by Henry Cole on a 
hilltop due east of downtown 

Marietta. 

Cole — a Marietta businessman 
who was a Union sympathizer 
jailed by the Confederates as a 
spy — gave the land as a gesture 
of reconciliation in hopes it would 
be used for the fallen of both 
sides. But the town’s residents, 
many of them no doubt embittered 
by the war, chose to continue to 
have Confederate remains buried 
in what is now the Marietta Con-
federate Cemetery, where burials 

had begun in 1863. 

The Union burial parties kept 
meticulous records (now housed 
in the National Archives in Wash-
ington, D.C.) with the description 
of each set of remains, including 
any identifying details and where 

they were found. 

One such notation helped Quinlin 
identify a young soldier who died 
at a Marietta hospital set up in the 
First Baptist Church. He first was 
buried a few yards away from the 
church, then moved to the na-
tional cemetery. The reburial re-
cords noted a ring with the in-
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Inside this issue: 

MARIETTA, Ga. — Marietta 
National Cemetery is the final 
resting place for 10,312 Union 
casualties of the Civil War, 
3,048 of them buried as 
“unknowns.” Now 16 of those 
men, whose identities were 
“known but to God,” have been 
identified thanks to local Civil 
War historian and researcher 

Brad Quinlin. 

Quinlin said his identifications 
are “not guesswork — this is all 

from documentation.” 

Over the past nine years he has 
used such information as where 
the soldiers were originally bur-
ied, where their units were from 
day to day, and rosters of the 
dead from each regiment 
in Sherman’s army to extrapo-
late the identities of the un-

scription, “From E.P. to J.P., 

With Love.” 

Using information about the 
makeshift graveyard and which 
units had used the hospital, and 
having a roster of those units’ 
casualties, Quinlin deduced that 
“J.P.” was James Painter of the 
21st Ohio Infantry Regiment —
coincidentally the reenactment 
unit of which Quinlin is a mem-

ber. 

Further research showed that he 
was given the ring at the outset 
of the war by his sister, Eliza-
beth. Quinlin then located 
Painter’s great-great-
granddaughter, who provided a 
photo of Painter in uniform, with 
the ring clearly visible on his 

finger. 

The first of the unknowns 
Quinlin identified was another 
member of the 21st Ohio. 
Quinlin had been compiling a list 
of unit soldiers killed during the 
Atlanta Campaign and where 
each was buried, but could not 
find that information for several 

of them. 

He essentially cross-referenced 
roster information with knowl-
edge of where the unit was each 
day, burial notations (when 
available), which unit the de-
ceased was thought to have been 
a member of, and, where avail-

able, the deceased’s initials. 

He now has expanded his re-
search to include each regiment 

 August, 2010 

Coming Events 

August 7, 2010 - James 

Gresham Chapter of UDC 

100th Year Celebration - 

Social Circle, Georgia. 

August 14 - 15, 2010 - 32nd 

Annual Southeastern Civil 

War Show & Sale - Cobb 

County Civic Center, Marietta, 

Georgia. 

September 10 - 12, 2010 - 17th 

Annual Battle of Tunnel Hill 

Re-enactment - Tunnel Hill, 

Georgia.  

 

No Longer “Known But to God” 
By: Joe Kirby (July 2010 Civil War News) 

Brad Quinlin researches the identities of 
unknown soldiers buried in Marietta  
National Cemetery.                       

(Courtesy Marietta Daily Journal) 
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Fellow members 
and friends of Joe 
Wheeler Camp 

863,  

 

At our last meet-
ing I had the privi-
lege of standing 
before a packed 
house. Valerie 

Cox R.N. presented the program on 
medical instruments and hospital con-
ditions; it drew many guests including 
members from the Rockdale Historical 
Society and the Conyers Lions Club. I 
wish you could have been in my posi-
tion at the front of the room as the 
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pledges to the flags were recited. It has 
been a long time since I have heard 
that many voices and seen that many 
faces at one of our regular meetings. I 
feel assured that there are many people 
in our community that share in our 
love of the South and for the need for 
our organization(s). A Rockdale His-
torical Society member proposed that 
we conduct a joint meeting annually 
which I believe would benefit both of 
our organizations. I could not have 
been happier with the program and the 
turn out, and would like to thank each 
of you for your attendance; it was 

truly a special meeting.   

 

The James M. Gresham UDC Chapter 
will celebrate their upcoming 100 year 
anniversary celebration scheduled for 
August 7th 2010 in Social Circle at 
2:00 PM. They have asked for a head 
count of those who plan to attend so 
feel free to call or email me no later 
than August 01, if you are going. They 
have helped us in several celebrations 
and memorials over the years and I 
would like our camp to support them 

on this historic anniversary.  

 

Former camp member Mike Bowen is 
scheduled to present a program about the 

“Battle of Kings Tanyard” in August.  

 

I look forward to seeing you on August 
10th at the next camp meeting. Your atten-
dance is needed and appreciated; please 

make it special by joining us! 

 

Yours in the South, 

Tommy Cook  

By: Commander Tommy Cook 

On Saturday, July 24, 2010 at the third 
business session of the SCV National 
Reunion in Anderson, South Carolina 
the election of officers for the upcom-
ing year were held.  The results were as 

follows: 

Commander in Chief:   Michael Givens 

Lt. Cmdr. In Chief:           Kelly Barrow  

ATM Commander:        Danny Honnoll  

ATM Councilman:             Todd Owens 

 

ANV Commander:               Frank Earnest 

ANV Councilman:                 Gene Hogan 

AOT Commander:       Tom Strain 

AOT Councilman:           Larry McCluney 

Five Resolutions were adopted by the 

Convention.  They were: 

1. Resolution condemning those who 

misuse Confederate symbols. 

2. Resolution supporting Sam Davis 

Youth camps. 

SCV National Reunion Election Results 
By: 2nd. Lt. Cmdr. J. H. Underwood 

3. Resolution condemning Gov.   
Jindal of Louisiana for his failure 
to issue a Confederate History 

Month proclamation. 

4. Resolution thanking Manse Jolly 
Camp for hosting the 115th SCV 

Reunion and a 

5. Resolution thanking CIC Chuck 

McMichael for his service as CIC. 

The Reunion closed with a final prayer 

and the singing of “Dixie”. 
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 Celebrities 

When producers of NBC’s “Who Do You 
Think You Are?” were trying to find the 
remains of actor Matthew Broderick’s Civil 
War ancestor they contacted Willie Ray 
Johnson, park historian at Kennesaw Moun-

tain Battlefield Park. 

He, in turn, steered them to Quinlin, who 
researched what had befallen Broderick’s 
great-great-grandfather, Robert Martindale, 

a soldier in the 20th Connecticut Regiment. 

It turns out that Martindale was hit in the 
head by a  Confederate sniper’s minie ball 
during the Battle of Peachtree Creek on July 
23, 1864, in Atlanta. He was buried in a 
makeshift cemetery adjacent to the Western 
& Atlantic Railroad tracks along with 25 

other recent Union casualties. 

Quinlin found the burial locations of all of 
the men of the 20th Connecticut who were 
killed during the Atlanta Campaign — ex-
cept one. The 1866-67 burial log noted that 
one of those 25 temporary burials was an 
unknown soldier of the 20th. By the process 
of elimination, Quinlin     determined he 

was Martindale. 

The soldier now lies in Section D, Grave 

No Longer “Known But to God” 
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of Sherman’s army during the Atlanta Cam-

paign. 

“There was an incredible level of detail 
written down on the part of those who com-
piled the burial records,” Quinlin said. “It’s 
almost like they hoped and prayed that 
someone down the road would be able to 

identify these men.” 

Another example: a Union soldier disin-
terred from a grave on the Kennesaw 
Mountain battlefield was discovered to have 
been buried with a torn piece of paper 
stuffed in his pocket, which read, “A.H., 
Co. B., 113th Ohio.” The man was then 
reburied in Grave 9308 in the National 

Cemetery as an unknown. 

Quinlin’s process of elimination showed the 
only soldier from that unit killed near the 

spot in question was Pvt. Adam Hissong. 

Quinlin’s efforts have proven the identities 
of the following “unknowns” who are bur-
ied in Marietta National Cemetery: Pvt. 
James Forrest, 21, killed at the Battle of 
Pickett’s Mill; Pvt. George Deal of the 20th 
Ohio, killed July 22, 1864, near Atlanta and 

first buried near the Troup Hurt House; 

Also John W. Carter, Freeman Dulin, 
Lorenzo Kates, Michael O’Connell, Eugene 
H. Palin and Andrew J. Rhodes, all privates 
with the 113th Ohio who were killed in the 
Cheatham Hill area June 27, 1864, during 

the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain. 

Another was Pvt. James Clymer, 21st Ohio, 
age 17, who died of “dropsy” in a tempo-
rary hospital near the Confederate ceme-
tery three months after the battle. His grave 

now has a headstone. 

“After finding the first one, I realized that 
many more could be identified, so anytime I 
had the time to work on it during the past 

nine years, I did,” Quinlin said. 

“I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been 
to [Washington] D.C., to look at the old 
records. If I can keep my focus and make 
enough trips back to D.C., I could probably 
do the documentation for 200 of the un-

knowns.” 

By: Joe Kirby (July 2010 Civil War News) 

2469 of the Marietta cemetery, where Brod-
erick, Quinlin and a camera crew paid a 

respectful visit last winter. 

Quinlin is a familiar face at Kennesaw 
Mountain National Battlefield Park, where 
he has been a volunteer living history inter-
preter for years. He and his reenactment unit 
also struck up a friendship with then-Vice 
President Dick Cheney whose ancestor in 
the  21st Ohio took part in the battles of 

Chickamauga and Kennesaw Mountain. 

Quinlin gave Cheney two “hush-hush” tours 
of Chickamauga and one of Kennesaw 
Mountain while he was in office, and 
Quinlin’s unit marched in the January 2005 

Inaugural Parade. 

His research nearly came to a permanent 
halt this past year when Quinlin unexpect-
edly contracted a severe case of spinal men-
ingitis, which went into his brain and caused 
encephalitis, nearly killing him. He suffered 
severe damage to the right side of his brain 
and is only now on the verge of being able 

to resume his job as a guide. 

“God saved me for a reason, and I think it 

was to continue my research,” he said. 

Quinlin has submitted his documentation to 
the Veterans Administration and expects the 
“unknown” and blank markers eventually to 
be replaced with headstones bearing the 
men’s names. That was the process when 
Athens historian and author David Evans 
(Sherman’s Horsemen) a decade ago identi-

fied four Union cavalrymen buried in the 
cemetery as unknowns. 

Thanks to the efforts of Quinlin and Evans, 
the ranks of the unknowns at Marietta Na-
tional Cemetery have been thinned to 3,028 
from 3,048. That’s 20 more men whose 
identities now are known to all of us — not 

just to God. 

    

 

  



4 

 

805 Commerce Drive 
Conyers, GA.  30094 
 
 

MAJ.  GEN.  JOSEPH WHEELER CAMP #863,  
CONYERS,  GA.  

Sharpshooting in the Civil War 

E-mail: commander@joewheeler863scv.org  
 

We’re on the Web! 

www.joewheeler863scv.org 

«AddressBlock»  Mailing 

Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Major John L. Plaster’s “History of Sniping 
and Sharpshooting is the foremost reference 
on the subject to date.  In his review of the 
book Maj. Edward J. Land, Jr., USMC 
(Ret.), wrote, “Plaster’s first-hand knowl-
edge of equipment and field craft combined 
with his extensive research has produced 

one of the most complete and detailed books 
on military sniping”.  The only downside to 
the 704 page book was its price of $80.00.  
With that in mind, the publisher asked Plas-
ter to do a separate book encompassing the 
eight chapters of the massive volume into a 
more compact (and affordable) reference 
concentrating just on Civil War sharpshoot-
ers.   
 
Plaster opens up with descriptions of sharp-
shooters of the Union and Confederacy, 
their recruitment, organization and training.  
The author then covers the arms and the 
tactics employed, with emphasis on the 
description of the best known arms, heavy-
barreled target guns, Enfields, Whitworths 
and Sharps, and other lesser-known arms.  
His technical description of the ammunition 
used and the early telescopic sights em-
ployed are excellent as well.  In his final 
section, Plaster chronicles battlefield ac-
complishments of sharpshooters, blue and 
gray, starting with their role at Antietam and 
Fredericksburg, then continuing on with 

By: Mark A. Keefe, IV, Editor In Chief of American Rifleman 

Gettysburg and one of the most vicious and 
deadly fights for sharpshooters, the battle of 
Vicksburg. 
 
As with “The History of Sniping and Sharp-
shooting”, sidebars on various topics, from 
the first scope sighted engagement in 
American history to a listing of prominent 
officers felled by sharpshooters, break up 
the main text.  It is a must read for Civil 
War enthusiasts and those interested in the 
role of sharpshooters and their rifles during 
America’s bloodiest conflict. 
 
The paperbound, 8-1/2” x 11” 157 page 
book is extremely well illustrated with black 
and white photographs, artwork and period 
engravings.  The cost is $19.00 plus ship-
ping and it is available through: Paladin 
Press (Dept. AR), 7077 Winchester Circle, 
Boulder, Co.  80301 and their phone num-
ber is 800-392-2400.  You may also contact 
them through the internet at:    
www.paladin-press.com  or 
www.ultimatesniper.com. 


