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A ceremony in 2009 celebrated 
the restoration of the church 
building and it was recently trans-
ferred by the county to the 

NVRPA. 

Mt. Zion Church was Confederate 
Col. John Singleton Mosby’s first 
rendezvous point on Jan. 28, 
1863, for his Partisan Rangers as 
they operated behind Union lines 

in Northern Virginia. 

It was subsequently used again by 
Mosby for that purpose, Gilbert 
said, and also served as a hospital 
after the nearby Battle of Aldie on 
June 17, 1863, part of the Gettys-

burg Campaign. 

The second property the NVRPA 
acquired recently is across busy 
State Route 50 from Mt. Zion 
Church. The 155 acres will be 
called Gilbert’s Corner Regional 
Park. It includes the site of a July 
5-6, 1864, skirmish between 
Mosby’s men and the 13th New 
York Cavalry under Maj. William 

H. Forbes. 

Each side had about 150 mounted 
men, Gilbert said. Mosby and 
Forbes personally fought and 
Mosby shot the Union major’s 
horse from under him, leading to 
his capture, along with 56 of his 

New Yorkers. 

Gilbert said that the NVRPA as-
sumed a $1.1 million loan from 
the owner of 88 acres of the Gil-
bert’s Corner property and got a 
lease on the remaining 67 acres 
from the non-profit group that 
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FAIRFAX STATION, Va. — A 
multi-jurisdictional park author-
ity in Northern Virginia is busy 
acquiring new land related to the 

Civil War. 

The Northern Virginia Regional 
Park Authority (NVRPA) was 
formed by the counties of Lou-
doun, Fairfax and Arlington and 
the independent cities of Alex-
andria, Falls Church and Fairfax, 
in 1959. It has 23 parks with 
over 10,000 acres, according to 
NVRPA Executive Director Paul 

Gilbert. 

The river and the ford is roughly 
at the tip of the island. This photo 
is looking north, with the White’s 

Ford property in Loudoun 
County, Va., on the left and 
Maryland on the right. 

The newest park could be 
White’s Ford along the Potomac 
River in Loudoun County where 
two other properties were ac-

quired in the past seven months. 

Mt. Zion Church, built in 1851 
and an example of a rural ante-
bellum church, was deeded to 
Loudoun County by the church’s 
trustees in 1998. It is listed on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places and the Virginia Land-

marks Register. 

owns it. 

The purchase of a third Civil 
War-related property, White’s 
Ford, is still in the works accord-

ing to Gilbert. 

The land includes a half-mile of 
waterfront along the Potomac 
River. “It’s a beautiful property,” 

Gilbert said. 

NVRPA has an option to buy the 
295 acres at White’s Ford for 
$3.1 million from the three fami-
lies that own the land. Gilbert 
said the authority already has the 

money set aside for the purchase. 

The Loudoun County Planning 
Commission approved the           
acquisition by an 8-1 vote and 
Gilbert is now waiting for final 
approval from the Loudoun 

County Board of Supervisors. 

White’s Ford is significant be-
cause of the troop movements 
that occurred there by both sides 
during the war — crossing the 
Potomac between Maryland and 
Virginia during the Antietam 
Campaign, for instance —  and 
because of who owned the prop-

erty. 

The farmhouse of landowner 
Elijah Viers White still stands on 
the 295-acre property, Gilbert 
said. A farmer before the war, 
White had three to five slaves to 
help work the farm. He and his 
wife were from Maryland and he 
had been involved with pro-
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Coming Events 

May 8 & 9, 2010 - 1st. Annual 

“Honor the Blue & Gray” 

Weekend Reenactment - 

Alpine Village, Helen, Georgia 

May 14 - 16, 2010 - 146th. An-

niversary Battle of Resaca 

Reenactment - Resaca, GA. 

May 30, 2010 - Memorial Day 

@ National Civil War Naval 

Museum - 1 pm @ Port of Co-

lumbus, Columbus, Georgia.  

July 21 - 25, 2010 - SCV Na-

tional Reunion - Anderson 

Sports and Entertainment Cen-

ter, Anderson, SC. 
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Fellow members 
and friends of Joe 
Wheeler Camp 

863,  

 

Confederate His-
tory Month is now 
behind us as well 
as our annual open 
house. I would 

like to thank each member who par-
ticipated by bringing refreshments and 
something to display. Our plans to 
invite the public did not work out but 
we did have a few friends and guests 
that attended. Overall I believe that the 
open house was a success and I was 
very proud of our members. To my 
great surprise David Anderson at-
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tended. It was great to see David as it 
had almost been a year since we saw 
him last. David looked great and we 
were very pleased that he was able to 

attend. 

 

Our plans to support the James M. 
Gresham UDC Chapter, was cancelled 
because of the weather but we did 
meet Susan Harnish who will be 
speaking at our camp in the near fu-
ture. We also spoke to Valerie Cox 
who was supposed to provide the pro-
gram for the memorial event. She will 
be visiting our camp in July. You will 
not want to miss this program as she 
will speak about hospitals and surgery 
during the war. I would like to make 
this joint meeting with the Mansfield 

camp if possible. 

 

Our efforts at the Middlebrooks cemetery 
is still progressing. We will discuss our 

next workday at the May meeting.  

 

I look forward to seeing you on May 11th 
at the next camp meeting.Your attendance 
is needed and appreciated; please make it 

special by joining us! 

 

Yours in the South, 

Tommy Cook  

By: Commander Tommy Cook 

slavery “Missouri Ruffians” in Kansas in 

the mid-1850s. 

During the war, White “was a very colorful 
figure,” according to Gilbert. He began as a 
private in the 7th Virginia Cavalry. While 
home on furlough, White ended up as a 

scout with the 8th Virginia Infantry Regi-
ment at the nearby Battle of Ball’s Bluff (an 

NVRPA park unit) on Oct. 21, 1861. 

For his valuable service, he was authorized 
to raise an irregular cavalry unit as a cap-
tain. “White’s Rebels,” or “White’s Coman-
ches” as they were known, helped lead 
Stonewall Jackson’s corps into Maryland 

during the Antietam Campaign. 

Along with five other companies, they later 
formed the 35th Virginia Cavalry Battalion 
and fought at Brandy Station, Gettysburg, 
the Wilderness and Appomattox. White rose 

to the rank of lieutenant colonel. 

The 35th did not surrender at Appomattox, 

but rode to Lynchburg, Va., and disbanded. 
White was paroled on May 8, 1865 in Win-

chester, Va. 

After the war, White returned to his farm and 
later became county sheriff and operated the 

ferry that still bears his name today. 

Gilbert wants to see the historic farmhouse 
renovated and used, such as rented to a park 
employee who can keep an eye on the prop-

erty. 

The farmhouse will not become a museum, but 
the property will have the kind of outdoor 
displays used at National Park Service sites, 
Gilbert said. He anticipates signs about the 
major troop crossings during the war and 

about Elijah White. 

There will be a non-motorized boat launch 
site, picnic areas and maybe overnight camp-
ing in tents and rented cabins, but no RVs or 

trailers, Gilbert said. 

VA. County May Add Park at Civil War Ford 
By: Scott C. Boyd (May 2010 Civil War News)  

Admission to the park will be free, but there 
may be fees for using things like the boat 

ramp. 

At the March 8 supervisors meeting the 
matter was referred to the Land Use and 
Transportation Committee which will meet, 
but not necessarily decide the question, in 

April. 

“We’re definitely one step closer to having 
a White’s Ford Regional Park on that site,” 

Gilbert said. 
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Senior city planner Erik F. Nelson worked 
with the city manager and with city council-
man Matthew J. Kelly to respond to the 

SCV group’s request. 

“The location for the monument at the inter-
section of Barton Street and George Street 
was established by the City in 2008,” ac-
cording to the complaint. The address was 
given as 531 George St. and the property 

owner listed as the city. 

The monument’s site was the corner of the 
same downtown traffic island as the huge, 
six-columned Fredericksburg Area War 
Memorial. This corner of the traffic island 
faces the original Confederate burial ground 
just yards away. The island also has 
smaller, older memorials to World War I 

and II. 

The city waived the building permit fee. 
Perry received a building permit on Jan. 14, 
2009, to place the footer, which was done 

on Feb. 21. 

The monument, a 3-1/2-foot high granite 
block topped by a bronze plaque inscribed 
with the names of the 51 soldiers, was in-

stalled last April 16. 

The dedication ceremony was held on April 
18. The seven city council members re-
ceived invitations delivered to city hall 10 
days earlier. City police blocked several 
streets for a few hours to facilitate the cere-

mony. (See coverage in June 2009 CWN.) 

Some local veterans were not pleased that 
the city allowed the Confederate monument 
to be placed on the same site as the Freder-

icksburg Area War Memorial. 

Fredericksburg SCV Camp Goes To Court  

To Prevent Monument’s Move 

Nominal Confederate forces garrisoned the 
area. Most casualties those forces suffered 

were from disease rather than enemy action. 

Those dead garrison troops had to be buried 
somewhere. The minutes of the Fredericksburg 
City Council meeting on Nov. 1, 1861, record 
how a section of the city-owned Potter’s Field 
cemetery for indigents would be set aside “as a 
burying ground, exclusively for the remains of 
soldiers of the Army, and of such white per-

sons, as their friends may wish to inter there.” 

The Confederate section was equal to the 
cemetery’s length along Barton Street and ran 

back 100 feet from the street. 

The parish register for nearby St. George’s 
Episcopal Church records the burials that the 
Rev. Beverly M. Randolph conducted for 51 
Confederate soldiers from seven states in the 
public cemetery from Oct. 27, 1861, to March 

19, 1862. 

There is no record of the bodies being rein-
terred elsewhere, according to Roy B. Perry Jr., 
who led Camp 1722’s project to erect a monu-

ment to the men. 

Perry said that wooden posts would probably 
have marked the graves. Over the decades they 
presumably deteriorated and were never re-

placed. 

The burial ground is now partly covered by the 
parking lot in front of Maury Commons, an old 
school named for Camp 1722’s namesake and 

now luxury condos. 

According to the complaint document Perry 
consulted with city officials in the summer of 
2007 about the possible use of city property for 

the monument. 

  FREDERICKSBURG, Va. – Last year, 148 
years after the city council set aside land in 
the Potter’s Field to bury Confederate sol-
diers, a privately-funded monument to honor 
them was placed on nearby city property 

with the assistance of city officials. 

Now the city council wants to move the 
monument. A lawsuit to prevent the city 
from doing so has survived its first court 

challenge. 

Judge Gordon F. Willis on March 8 in Fred-
ericksburg Circuit Court rejected the city’s 
motion to dismiss a lawsuit filed by Mat-
thew Fontaine Maury Camp 1722, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans (SCV), to prevent the 
city from moving the monument that honors 
51 Confederate soldiers who were buried in 

the unmarked downtown cemetery. 

Before the campaign that culminated in the 
bloody Battle of Fredericksburg on Dec. 13, 
1862, the city was uncomfortably close to 
the front lines between Union and Confeder-

ate forces in central Virginia. 

 

Scenes from Our April Open House 
By: Howard Underwood 

Continued on page 4 

By; Scott C. Boyd (April 2010 Civil War News) 

The monument to the 51 Confederates whose graves 
are believed to have been paved over stands in the 
foreground at one corner of the traffic island where the 
large Fredericksburg Area War Memorial also stands in 

the background.  
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That memorial, a 10-year project sponsored 
by the Fredericksburg Area Veterans’ Coun-
cil (FAVC), was dedicated on Sept. 13, 
2008, to local men and women who died 
during the       conflicts of the 20th and 21st 

centuries. 

 “In my view, the monument is in the wrong 
place,” said David Ellis, a retired Air Force 

colonel and FAVC member. 

“We wanted to make sure [that site] was 
dedicated to veterans of the 20th and 21st 
centuries,” according to Ellis, who called 
the Confederate monument “out of sync” 

with the modern memorial. 

Ironically, the Fredericksburg Area Veter-
ans’ Council was formed in 1998 to prevent 
city removal of a neglected World War I 
monument, something the FAVC termed a 
“desecration,” according to an archived 

copy of a Web site for the group. 

At the urging of the FAVC, the city council 
unanimously passed a resolution last Sept. 8 
authorizing the city manager to execute a 
memorandum of understanding with the 
FAVC declaring the Fredericksburg War 

Memorial comprises the entire traffic island. 

The memorandum specifically excluded the 
Confederate monument and stated without 
further elaboration that it would be “re-

located off-site.” 

Camp 1722 was not consulted while the city 
council debated the Confederate monu-

ment’s fate last August and September. 

The prospect of the Confederate monument 
being moved is what triggered legal action 

by the camp, which filed suit on Nov. 19. 

City Attorney Kathleen Dooley argued be-
fore the court on March 8 that only the city 
council could authorize the placement of the 
Confederate monument on city property, 

By; Scott C. Boyd (April 2010 Civil War News) 

and that was not done. 

“This is an unfortunate situation involving a 
group who dealt with city officials in good 
faith, but the officials were well outside the 
bounds of their authority” when they issued 
the building permit to Camp 1722, Dooley 

said. 

Judge Willis clarified that if there were no 
authorization for that building permit, then 
the city would be allowed to move the 
monument. However, he did not rule on the 

matter. 

After rejecting the city’s motion to dismiss 
the case, and just before adjourning, the 
judge suggested that both sides consider a 
Judicial Settlement Conference, a program 
through which parties meet with a retired 
judge to explore options for settling their 

disputes. 

 


